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QUOTATION FROM 
CHAIRMAN MAO TSE-TUNG 


According to the Marxist theory of the state, the 
army is the chief component of state power. 
Whoever wants to seize and retain state power 
must have a strong army. Some people ridicule 
us as advocates of the “omnipotence of war.” 
Yes, we are advocates of the omnipotence of 
revolutionary war; that-is good, not bad, it is 
Marzist. The guns of the Russian Communist 


Party created socialism. We shall create a 


es : , See . A Pe 
democratic republic. Experience im the cla 


struggle in the era of imperialism teaches us that 
it is only by the power of the gun that the working 
class and the labouring masses can defeat the 
armed bourgeoisie and landlords ; in this sense 
we may say that only with guns can the whole 


world be transformed, 


’ 
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CHAIRMAN MAO’S 5 MILITANT 
DOCUMENTS ON LITERATURE AND ART 


Letter to the Yenan Peking Opera Theatre 
After Seeing “Driven to Join the 
Liangshan Mountain Rebels” 


[January 9, 1944] 


Havin seen your performance, I wish to express my 
thanks to you for the excellent work you have done. Please 
convey my thanks to the comrades of the cast ! History 
is made by the people, yet the old opera (and all the old 
literature and art, which are divorced from the people) 
presents the people as though they were dirt, and the stage 
is dominated by lords and ladies and their pampered sons 
and daughters. Now you have reversed this reversal of 
history and restored historical truth, and thus a new life 
is opening up for the old opera. That is why this merits 
congratulations. The initiative you have taken marks an 
epoch-making beginning in the revolutionization of the 
old opera. Iam very happy at the thought of this. I 
hope you will write more plays and give more performances, 
and so help make this practice a common one which will 
prevail throughout the country. 


Give Serious Attention to the 
Discussion of the Film 
“The Life of Wu Hsun’’* 
[May 20, 1951] 
Tz questions raised by The Life of Wu Hsun are funda- 
mental in character. Living in the era of the Chinese 


people’s great struggle against foreign aggressors and the 
domestic reactionary feudal rulers towards the end of the 


* This article is taken from an editorial written by. Comrade Mao Tse- 
tung for RENMIN RIBAO. . 
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Ching Dynasty, people like Wu Hsun did not lift a finger 
to disturb the tiniest fragment of the feudal economic base 
or its superstructure. On the contrary, they worked 
fanatically to spread feudal culture and, moreover, sedu- 
lously fawned upon the reactionary feudal rulers in order to 
acquire the status they themselyes lacked for spreading 
feudal culture. Ought we to praise such vile conduct ? 
Can we ever tolerate such vile conduct being publicly 
praised, especially when such praise flaunts the revolutionary 
flag of ‘‘serving the people’ and the failure of the revolu- 
tionary peasant struggle is used to heighten the contrast 7 
To approve or tolerate such praise means to approve or 
tolerate reactionary propaganda vilifying the revolutionary 
struggle of the peasants, the history of China and the 
Chinese nation, and to regard such propaganda as justified. 

The appearance of the film The Life of Wu Hsun, and 
particularly the praise lavished on Wu Hsun and the film, 
show the degree of ideological confusion reached in our 
country’s cultural circles | 

In the view of many writers, history develops not by 
the replacement of the old by the new, but by the exertion 
of every effort to preserve the old from extinction, not by 
class struggle to overthrow the reactionary feudal rulers 
who had to be overthrown, but by the negation of the 
class struggle of the oppressed and their submission to 
these ‘rulers, in the manner of Wu Hsun. Our writers 
have not studied history to ascertain who were the enemies 
oppressing the Chinese people, and whether there is any- 
thing praiseworthy in those who submitted to these 
enemies and served them, Moreover, they have not trieq 
to find out what new forms of social economy, new Class 
forces, new personalities and ideas have appeared in China 
and struggled against the old forms of social economy and 

itics, culture, etc.) in the cent 
their superstructure (politics, ury 
and more since the Opium War of 1840, and they have 
accordingly failed to determine what isto be commendeg 
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and praised, what is not to be commended and praised, and 
what is to be condemned. 

Certain Communists who have reputedly grasped 
Marxism warrant particular attention. They have learned 
the history of social development—historical materialism— 
but when they come across specific historical events, 
specific historical figures (like Wu Hsun) and specific 
ideas contrary to history (asin the film The Life of Wu 
Hsun and the writings about Wu Hsun), they lose their 
critical faculties, and some have even capitulated to these 
reactionary ideas. Is it not a fact that reactionary bour- 
geois ideas have found their way into the militant Commu- 
nist Party? Where on earth is the Marxism which certain 
Communists claim to have grasped ? 

For the above reasons, there should be discussion on 
the film The Life of Wu Hsun and on books and essays 
relating to Wu Hsun so as thoroughly to straighten out 
the confused thinking on this question. 


Letter Concerning Studies of 
“The Dream of the Red Chamber’” 
[October 16, 1954] 


Enxcuoszp are two articles refuting Yu Ping-po. Please 
look them over, They are the first serious attack in over 
30 years on the erroneous views of a so-called authoritative 
writer in the field of study of The Dream of the Red 
Chamber. The authors are two Youth League members. 
First they wrote tothe Wenyi Bao (Literary Gazette) to 
ask whether it was all right to criticize Yu Ping-po, but 
were ignored. Having no other alternative, they wrote to 
their teachers at their alma mater—Shantung University 


—and got support. Their article refuting “A Brief 


* This is a letter written by Comrade Mao Tse-tung to the comrades 
of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the Chinese Commu- 
nist Party and other comrades concerned, 
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Comment on 7'he Dream of the Red Chamber” was published 
in the university journal Wen Shi Zhe (Literature, History 
and Philosophy). Then the problem came up again in 
Peking. Some people asked to have this article reprinted 
in Renmin Ribao in order to arouse discussion and criticism. 
This was not done because certain persons opposed it for 
various reasons (the main one being that it was “an article 
written by nobodies” and that ‘the Party paper is not a 
platform for free debate’), Asa result a compromise was 
reached, and the article was allowed to be reprinted in the 
Wenyt Bao, Later, the “Literary Legacy’ page of 
Guangming Rtbao carried another article by the two young 
men refuting Yu Ping-po’s book, Studies of ‘The Dream of 
the Red Chamber’. It seems likely that the struggle is 
about to start against the Hu Shih school of bourgeois 
idealism’ which has been poisoning young people in the 
classical literature for more than 30 years. The whole 
thing has been set going by two ‘‘nobodies,” while the 
“big shots’’ usually ignore or even obstruct it, and they 
form a united front with bourgeois writers on the basis of 
idealism and are willing captives of the bourgeoisie. It 
was almost the same when the films Inside Story of the 
Ching Court and The Life of Wu Hsun were shown. The 
film Inside Story of the Ching Court, which has been des- 
cribed as patriotic but is in fact a film of national betrayal, 
has not been criticizedand repudiated at any time since it 
was shown all over the country. Although The Life of Wu 
Hsun has been criticized, up to now no lessons have been 
drawn ; what is more,we have the strange situationin which 
Yu Ping-po’s idealism is tolerated and lively critical essays 
by ‘“‘nobodies’’ are obstructed, This deserves our attention. 

Towards such bourgeois intellectuals as Yu Ping-po, 
our attitude should naturally be one of uniting with them. 
But we should criticize and repudiate their erroneous ideas 
which poison the minds of young people and should not 
surrender to them. 





a 


——— 


~_— —~ 
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Two lastructions Concerning 
Literature and Art 


One. Instruction Dated December 12, 1963 


Prostems abound in all forms of art such as the drama, 
ballads, music, the fine arts, the dance, the cinema, poetry 
and literature; the people engaged in them are numerous; 
and in many departments very little has been achieved so 
far in socialist transformation. The ‘‘dead’’ still dominate 
in many departments. What has been achieved in the 
cinema, new poetry, folk songs, the fine arts and the novel 
should not be underestimated, but there, too, there are quite 
afew problems. As for such departments as the drama the 
problems are even more serious. The social and economic 
base has changed, but the arts as part of the superstructure, 
which serve this base, still remain a serious problem. 
Hence we should proceed with investigation and study and 
attend to this matter in earnest. 

Isn’t it absurd that many Communists are enthusiastic 
about promoting feudal and capitalist art, but not socialist 
art ? 


Two. Instruction Dated June 27, 1964 


Is the last 15 years these associations, most of their 
publications (it is said that a few are good) and by and large 
the people in them (that is not everybody) have not carried 
out the policies of the Party. They have acted as high and 
mighty bureaucrats, have not gone to the workers, peasants 
and soldiers and have not reflected the socialist revolution 
and socialist construction. In recent years, they have slid 
right down to the brink of revisionism. Unless they re- 
mould themselves in real earnest, at some future date they 
are bound to become groups like the Hungarian Petofi Club. 
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Undertake the Work of Building A 
Revolutionary Party 


—Charu Mazumdar 


Cramman Mao has taught us that to make revolution 
we must have a revolutionary party, a party that is based 
on the revolutionary theory of Marxism-Leninism and 
reared in the revolutionary Marxist-Leninist style of work. 
Without such a party it is impossible to lead the proletariat 
and the broad masses of the people in their struggle against 
imperialism and its lackeys. 

In the present era, Chairman Mao’s thought is the 
highest development of Marxism-Leninism. Chairman 
Mao has not only creatively applied Marxism-Leninism but 
has enriched Marxism-Leninism and developed it to a new 
stage. Mao T'se-tung’s thought can be called the Marxism- 
Leninism of the era in which imperialism is heading for 
total collapse and socialism is advancing towards world- 
wide victory, 

Chairman Mao has taught us that in a semi-feudal semi- 
colonial country, peasants constitute the majority of the 
population and that the peasantry is exploited and ruled by 
three mountains, namely, imperialism, feudalism and 
bureaucrat capitalism. This is why the peasants are 
extremely eager to make revolution. Therefore, the pro- 
letariat must rely on the peasants in order to achieve 
victory through People’s War. 

Chairman Mao has taught us that the peasants are the 
main foree of the revolution and victory in the revolution 
depends on arousing and arming the peasant masses. It is 
the duty of the revolutionary party of the proletariat to go 
to the peasant masses and painstakingly work among them 
for a long period with a view to building up areas of armed 
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struggle in the countryside. Failure to realise the im- 
portance of this peasant question gives rise to “Teft’’ and 
Right deviations within the party. And democratic revo- 
lution is primarily an agrarian revolution. Therefore, it is 
the responsibility of the proletariat to provide leadership 
in this agrarian revolution, 

Chairman Mao has taught us that the Marxist-Leninist 
style of work is that which essentially entails integrating 
theory with practice, forging close links with the masses 
and practising self-criticism. To master this style of work 
we must build our party basically among the peasant 
masses. We must also build the party among the working 

class on the basis of a programme of action of the working 
class based on the politics of agrarian revolution. 

In the past also, we recruited Party members from 
among the workers and the peasants. There were even 
quite a few district committees in which workers and 
peasant Party members were of a much greater number 
than the petty bourgeois members. In spite of this our 
Party could not become a revolutionary party. Why? 
The reason for this is that the working class Party 
members had no revolutionary politics, no revolutionary 
programme of action before them. They were made to 

[wor as a force complementary to the trade union move- 
ment. This prevented their free development and they 
had to act under the direction of the petty bourgeois 
leaders of the trade union movement. No class analysis of 
the peasant Party members was also made and owing to 
the absence of revolutionary politics they were not made 
conscious of the great responsibility that had to be 
shouldered by the peasantry. The Kisan Sabha was re- 

.formist in nature and was led mainly by the rich and 
middle peasants. As the peasant movements were kept 
within the bounds of the existing laws, the majority of the 
Party members came from the rich and middle peasants and 
their main job was to carry out the dictates of the petty 
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bourgeois Party leaders. As a result of all this, the Party Darjeeling district Party leadership as extremists during 
basically turned into a petty bourgeois party in spite of the the struggle to seize benami lands [lands held by landlords 
fact that there were worker and peasant Party members. under fictitious names to evade the existing laws..—Ed. ] 
ee is why the Party was transformed into an out and in 1959. Why did the Party leaders act like this? The 
out revisionist party. Like a true revisionist party, our reason is, the peasants had wanted to rice up in determi- 
Party carried on mass movements during the period from nation to oppose the police repression. The Party leader- 
one General Elections to another with the purpose of secur- [sui forced every struggle to be open and confined it within 
ing more seats at the next elections. All the main centres the bounds of law. 
of the Party were located in the cities and towns and creat- Publishing Party newspapers and periodicals became 
/ ing city-based movements became the main concern of the 4 the sole occupation of the Party leaders. And what good 
Party. Even the peasants were brought into the cities are these Party publications in our country where the 
with a view to boosting the city-based struggles. The overwhelming majority of the people are unable to read or 
tragic lessons of 1959* were also the result of this city- write ? These serve only the petty bourgeois intellectuals. 
based struggle. The object of all the mass struggles was It is in no way possible to educate our workers and 
invariably to gherao [surround] the Legislative Assembly. peasants politically through the Party papers. That is 
Nothing could be kept secret within the Party and even why the Seventh Congress of the Party gave birth toa 
efforts to keep anything secret gradually ceased. Even the revisionist party and not a revolutionary party. 
reports of differences in the Party’s Central Committee Today, at a time when we are taking up the task 
found their way into the bourgeois press. Vigilance on the of building a revolutionary party, the people's revolu- 
part of the Party members was blunted. Moreover, it was tionary struggle in every country in South-east Asia, 
the constant effort and concern of the Party leaders to make inspired by the thought of Chairman Mao, has reached a 
all struggles conform to the limitations imposed by law. new stage. The Vietnamese people’s struggle against the 
The Party leaders not only betrayed the cause of the armed U.S. imperialist aggressors has filled the minds of the 
revolt in Telangana but made it a point to intervene and oppressed people with a new hope. Even in our country, 
withdraw any peasant struggle as soon as it showed signs the peasants’ struggles are trying to overcome formidable 
of offering determined .resistance to police repression. ’ difficulties and move forward in various places, for instance, 
Take, for example, the Punjab peasants’ struggle against in Naxalbari, Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh. In India 
‘betterment levy’. The Party's central leadership withdrew also, the peasants have undertaken the task of creating 
the struggle without even consulting the Party leaders of liberated areas in accordance with the teachings of 
Punjab. They also refused to lead peasant struggles in Chairman Mao. To build a revolutionary party in the 
Bibar and Uttar Pradesh. They even slandered the present era it is not enough to spread and propagate the 
——s On August 81, 1969, the OPI Rep RonesnAs. Gd beaasnts aks thought of Chairman Mao. A revolutionary party must also 
Calcutta in order to bolster up the city-based food movement. After a mass master Chairman Mao’s style of work. Only then can we 
meeting a demonstration, in which the peasants participated, was brutally call such a party a truly revolutionary party. 
attacked by the reactionary police force of the Congress govt. At least 80 In India, today, we must combine revolutionary theory 


people were killed and hundreds were injured as a result of this.—Ed. . Z < - F 
Board, Liberation. with revolutionary practice. The party must immediately 
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start building up areas of peasants’ armed struggle in 
the rural areas. So, in order to combine theory with 
pusactice we must learn how to make class analysis of the 
| peasants and establish the Party among the landpoor and 
landless peasants who constitute the main force of the 
agrarian revolution. To forge close and intimate links 
with the people these Party units comprising the land- 
poor and landless peasants must organise class struggles 
of the broad peasant masses by spreading and propagating 
revolutionary politics in accordance with the thought of 
Chairman Mao. When such class struggles are organised, 
ven Party units comprising the landpoor: and landless 
' peasants will be transformed into guerrilla units. These 
guerrilla units must then broaden and strengthen the 

Party’s mass basis by spreading and propagating revolu- 
v tionary politics and through armed struggle. Only in this 

way and through a protracted struggle can a regular 

people’s armed force be created and can the struggle 
develop into a People’s War. It is a formidable task and 
can only be accomplished by correctly applying the weapon 
of criticism and self-criticism. We have come together to 
serve the revolution. So, we should not be afraid of criti- 
cism, On the other hand, if we are unwilling to undertake 
v self-criticism we shall not be able to change ourselves 
qualitatively and so shall prove ourselves unable to carry 
out the tasks confronting us as communist revolutionaries. 
A revolutionary party will be born when we have mastered 
this style of work. Such a party will certainly not be 
dependent on the revolutionary intellectuals. 

We must ceaselessly propagate the politics of agrarian 
revolution and the thought of Chairman Mao among the 
working class. The advanced section among the working 
class, which grasps and assimilates the thought and the 
style of work of Chairman Mao asaresult of this propa- 
ganda, must be sent to the rural areas to participate actively 
in organising agrarian revolution. In this way, the 
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leadership of the proletariat over the agrarian revolution 
will be realised in an effective form, That is why Chairman 
Mao has said that the revolutionary party is composed 
of the advanced and active section of the proletariat. 

Such a revolutionary party will not be a party to fight 
election campaigns, nor will it be based in the cities. A 
revolutionary party can never be an open. party, nor can Tis 
Thain concern be to publish Party papers etc., nor can it 
depend on the revolutionary intellectuals. The revolu- 
tionary party must depend on the workers and the landpoor 
and landless peasants. Peasant struggles and _ secret 
organisations must be built up with the villages as their 
bases. Without this the Party will be defenceless in the face 
of attacks of the counter-revolutionaries. Only such a party 
can be called a revolutionary party that can build up 


Pinch emt RNR AN este te iret MIT ab saa Arana iat id 
peasants’ armed struggles in the rural areas. All revolu- 
—_————— 


tionaries must today actively participate in building a 
revolutionary party of this type. Revolutionary intellectuals 
can, of course, help in building such a revolutionary party. 
They are well-read and can also tell the workers and peasants 
about the experience of revolutionary struggles in other 
countries. ‘They can help by propagating, among workers 
and peasants the thought of Chairman Mao to the extent 
they have understood-it. But our own experience is that 
in most cases the revolutionary intellectuals prove them- 
selves a hindrance to the free development of the workers’ 
and peasants’ Party units and do not try to enhance the 
initiative of those units. So, the revolutionary intellectuals 
must always keep in mind the teaching of Chairman Mao: 
“The masses are the real heroes, while we ourselves are 
often childish and ignorant, and without this understan- 
ding it is impossible to acquire even the most rudimentary 
knowledge.” 

Comrades, the events in Czechoslovakia have fully 
exposed the naked fascist nature of Soviet revisionism. 


(Continued at the foot of Page 15) 
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To My Comrades 


—Charu Mazumdar 


JsonaTIon from the broad peasant masses constitutes a 
most harmful political weakness on the part of the revolu- 
tionaries. ‘This danger appears at every stage of the 
struggle. That is why Chairman Mao, in explaining the 
tactics of guerrilla warfare, has said : ‘Divide your forces to 
arouse the masses, concentrate your forces to deal with the 
enemy.’ This is the first law. This process of arousing 
the masses is never completed, The second lesson is 
that guerrilla warfare is, basically, a higher stage 
of class struggle, and class struggle is the summation 
of economic and political struggles. The more I am 
trying to have a clear understanding of the thought of 
Chairman Mao, the more I am learning ever newer lessons 
from it. -Comrades in every area will have similar 
experience and only then will our understanding deepen 
and we shall become better Marxists. However, it cannot 
be said just now that all of our comrades have understood 
this correctly. But all the comrades have started thinking 
along this line. Learning from the masses is @ very 
difficult task. Subjectivism is an offshoot of revisionism. 
Our struggle against revisionism has only just started. 
We have still a very long distance to go. 

While the comrades who are working among the pea- 
sants should continue to propagate politics, they should 
never belittle the necessity of formulating common slogans 
on econoic demands. For, without this, broad sections of 
the peasantry cannot. be drawn into the movement, nor 


First published in the Bengali weekly DESHABRATI, August 1, 1968. 
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can the backward sections of the peasants be raised to a 
level where they can grasp our political propaganda, nor 
can their hatred against their class enemy be sustained. 
“‘Seize the coming crops’’—is a slogan which must be pro- 
pagated from this moment. Hatred must be roused against 
the jotedars class as it starves the peasants throughout 
the year. ‘‘Peasants should seize the next harvest’’ is a 
slogan which will draw broad sections of the peasants into 
the fold of the movement, and our conscious political pro- 
paganda will change the nature of this peasant movement. 


*JOTEDAR—The landowning class which does not itself till the land and 


is the mainstay of feudal exploitation and oppression in the villages. 





( Continued f,om page 18 ) 


These events have also clearly revealed the fact that the 
traitorous Dangeite clique and the neo-revisionist clique are 
obedient tools of the Soviet revisionists. As a result, the 
revisionist propaganda in this country is sure to get 
blugnted. India has today become a US-Soviet_neo-colony. 
With the help of the Indian reactionaries they have turned 
India into a base of counter-reyolution in South-east Asia. 
Under these circumstances, the sooner the Soviet revisio- 
nists are exposed, the more powerful will grow the upsurge 
of revolutionary class struggle and resistance all over India 
and the more will the peasant revolts develop, The future 
of the revolution depends on how quickly we can build 
Party organisations among our classes during this period. 
On this will depend whether we shall be able to lead this 


revolutionary upsurge or not. It may be that this upsurge 
will take place during the coming struggle to seize the 


crops. Let the revolutionary intellectuals come forward 
and help build the revolutionary party by spreading and 
propagating the thought of Chairman Mao among the 
workers and peasants. 





NOTES 


LONG LIVE THE VICTORY OF THE 
GREAT CHINESE REVOLUTION |! 


Together with the people of the whole world we greet 
the nineteenth anniversary of the momentous victory of the 
great Chinese revolution, which sounded the death-knell 
of world imperialism. It inflicted the first major defeat on 
U.S. imperialism, which had emerged out of the Second 
World War as the most powerful, arrogant and aggressive 
imperialism the world has ever seen. The fond dream of 
the U.S. imperialists enjoying a monopoly of nuclear 
weapons and filled with the lust for world domination— 
the dream of using the most populous country in the world 
as its base for conquest of the whole world—was rudely 
shattered. The Chinese revolution was the first successful 
revolution in a colony or semi-colony against imperialism, 
feudalism and comprador bureaucrat capital. The triumph 
of this anti-imperialist, anti-feudal revolution under the 
leadership of the proletariat in the biggest semi-colony, 
a country inhabited by one quarter of the world’s population, 
was indeed the prelude to the total defeat and collapse of 
imperialism and its lackeys, the prelude to the triumph of 
freedom and socialism all the world over. 

The Chinese revolution is, no doubt, the model for 
revolutions in all colonies and semi-colonies, the countries 
of Asia, Africa and Latin America. The path along which 
the Communist Party of China, guided by Chairman Mao, 
led the Chinese people to victory over imperialism and its 
lackeys is the path that is being followed by the peoples 
of the various colonial and semi-colonial countries for 
attaining the goal of national independence and people’s 
democracy: This is the path mapped out by the genius of 
Comrade Mao Tse-tung—the path illumined by his thought. 
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In his Address to the Second All-Russia Congress of 
Communist Organisations of the Peoples of the East 
( November 22, 1919), Lenin said ; 

“In this respect you are confronted with a task which 
has not previously confronted the Communists of the world : 
relying upon the general theory and practice of communism, 
you must adapt yourselves to specific conditions such as do 
not exist in the European countries; you must be able to 
apply that theory and practice to conditions in which the 
bulk of the population are peasants, and in which the task 
is to wage a struggle against medieval survivals and not 
against capitalism. This is a difficult and specific task..." 

Lenin added : 

“The task is to arouse the working masses to revolu- 
tionary activity, to independent action and to organisation, 
regardless of the level they have reached; to translate the 
true communist doctrine, which was intended for the 
communists of the more advanced countries, into the 
language of every people; to carry out those practical 
tasks which must be carried out immediately, and to join 
the proletarians of other countries in a common struggle. 

“Such are the problems whose solution you will not 
find in any communist book, but will find in the common 
struggle begun by Russia. You will have to tackle that 
problem and solve it through your own independent 
experience.’’ 

Lenin pointed out that the character of the revolution 
in the countries of the East would be anti-imperialist and 
anti-feudal. Stalin devoted considerable attention to the 
revolutions in colonies and semi-colonies, particularly, to 
the Chinese revolution and emphasised the bourgeois- 
democratic character of the revolution. He repeatedly 
pointed out that the Chinese revolution would be a 
bourgeois democratic revolution directed against both 
feudalism and imperialism, led not by the bourgeoisie but 
by the proletariat, and would form a part of the world 
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proletarian revolution. Stalin had to wage a fight against 
Trotsky and others who ignored the ‘feudal survivals’ in 
China and denied the role of the peasantry in the Chinese 
revolution,who ‘saw the bourgeoisie and saw the proletariat, 
but did not notice the peasantry and did not understand 
its role in the bourgeois-democratic revolution.’ On the 
role of the peasantry, which Trotsky always ignored, 
Stalin was quite explicit. He pointed out that the agrarian 
revolution would be ‘the basis and content of the bourgeois 
democratic revolution.” He refuted the argument of 
those who held that “if the peasantry were drawn into the 
revolution it would disrupt the united anti-imperialist 
front.” “The more quickly and thoroughly the Chinese 
peasantry,’ Stalin said, ‘‘is drawn into the revolution the 
stronger and more powerful the anti-imperialist front in 
China will be.’ ‘The Prospects of the Revolution in 
China’ Works, Vol. 8, p. 885). (‘The colonial and semi- 
colonial question,” declared Stalin, “is in essence the 
peasant question.” 1 

Stalin’s works on China were not available for quite 
some time to Cemrade Mao Tse-tung and other comrades 
who were actually leading the Chinese _ revolution. 
Opportunists within the Chinese Communist Party kept 
back, either intentionally or unintentionally, Stalin’s works 
on China, Besides, there were the language difficulties 
and the counter-revolutionary blockade. ‘But despite this 
situation,” writes Chen Po-ta in Stalin and the Chinese 
Revolution, ‘Comrade Mao Tse-tung has been able to reach 
the same conclusions as Stalin on many fundamental 
problems through his independent thinking based on the 
fundamental revolutionary science of Marx, Engels, Lenin 
and Stalin.” 

Comrade Mao Tse-tung ‘“‘brilliantly developed the 
theories of Lenin and Stalin on the colonial and semi- 
colonial question as well as Stalin’s theory concerning the 
Chinese reyolution.”” Comrade Mao Tsse-tung’s theory and 
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practice of the Chinese revolution represent the integration 
of the universal truth of Marxism-Leninism with the 
concrete practice of the Chinese revolution. 

Comrade Mao Tse-tung clearly stated : 

« ‘The whole Chinese revolutionary movement led by 
the Chinese Communist Party is a complete revolutionary 
movement embracing the two revolutionary stages, 
democratic and socialist, which are two revolutionary 
processes differing in character and...the socialist stage can 
be reached only after the democratic stage is completed.” 

“The present task of the revolution in China,”’ said 
Comrade Mao T'se-tung, “is one of opposing imperialism 
and feudalism ; until this task is completed, socialism is 
out of the question. Two steps have to be taken in the 
Chinese revolution : the first is New Democracy, and the 
second socialism,” 

Ridiculing the Trotskyists and other tools of reaction, 
who opposed communism and the Communist Party with 
“the theory of a single revolution’’, Comrade Mao Tse-tung 
said : 

“ “The theory of a single revolution’ is simply a theory 
of no revolution ; that is the gist of the matter.” (On New 
Democracy). 

Discussing the targets of the Chinese revolution, the 
kind of enemies it had to deal with, Comrade Mao Tse-tung 
pointed out that the Chinese revolution would be 
“protracted and ruthless in nature,’’ and would “so far as 
its principal means or the principal form is concerned, be 
an armed rather than a peaceful one.”’ He said : 

“Confronted with such enemies [imperialism, feudalism 
and the comprador bourgeoisie], the Chinese revolution has 
also to tackle the question of revolutionary base areas. 
Since powerful imperialism and its allies, the reactionary 
forces in China, have occupied China’s key cities for a long 
time, if the revolutionary forces do not wish to compromise 
with them but want to carry on the struggle staunchly, 
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and if they intend to accumulate strength and steel them- 
selves and avoid decisive battles with their powerful enemy 
before they have mustered enough strength, then they must 
build the backward villages into advanced consolidated 
base areas, into great military, political, economic and 
cultural révolutionary bastions, so that they can fight the 
fierce enemy who utilises the cities to attack the rural 
districts, and through a protracted struggle, gradually win 
an over-all vietory for the revolution. In these circums- 
tances, Owing to the uneveness in China’s economic 
development (not a unified capitalist economy), to the 
immensity of China’s territory (which gives the revolution- 
ary forces sufficient room to manoeuvre in), to the disunity 
inside China’s counter-revolutionary camp which is fraught 
with contradictions, and to the fact that the struggle of 
the peasants, the main force in the Chinese revolution, 
is led by the party of the proletariat, the Communist Party, 
a situation arises in which, on the one hand, the Chinese 
revolution can triumph first in the rural districts and, on 
the other hand, a state of unevenness is created in the 
revolution and the task of winning complete victory in the 
revolution becomes a protracted and arduous one. It is 
thus clear that the protracted revolutionary struggle 
conducted in such revolutionary base areas is chiefly a 
peasant guerrilla war led by the Chinese Communist Party. 
To neglect building up revolutionary base areas in the rural 
districts, to neglect performing arduous work among the 
peasants, and to neglect guerrilla war, are therefore all 
incorrect views.” 

To quote from Comrade Chen Po-ta’s book Mao Tse-tung 
on the Chinese Revolution,(1958) ‘The conclusion concerning 
the waging of protracted revolutionary warfare in the 
countryside and of surrounding the towns with the villages 
and then taking the towns, the conclusion concerning 
the establishment and maintenance of revolutionary power 
in many small, scattered bases and the gradual development 
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and expansion of these bases through prolonged struggles 
until the seizure of power throughout the country—these 
constitute the clear-cut conclusions reached by Comrade 
Mao Tse-tung some twenty years ago by applying Marxism- 
Leninism in his study of the problems of the Chinese 
revolution. They are the new conclusions of Marxism 
for colonial and semi-colonial countries. These new 
conclusions are correct because they have been verified by 
the Chinese revolution and because they are being verified 
by the activities in the countries of Southeast Asia. This 
demonstrates the irresistible power of the theory of 
Marxism-Leninism, the irresistible power of dialectics.’’ 

Comrade Mao ‘T'se-tung’s correct views had had to 
struggle against erroneous views of both the Right and the 
Left variety for a number of years before they could 
triumph. There were Rightists like Chen Tu-hsiu who 
held that after the 1927 revolution the bourgeois-democratic 
revolution in China had been completed, that the Chinese 
bourgeoisie had already been victorious over imperialism 
and feudalism. They advised the Chinese proletariat to 
wait until the future to make the ‘‘socialist revolution.’’ 
They later joined the reactionary Trotskyists and became 
counter-revolutionaries. 

Between 1927 and January 1935, there arose three 
“Left’’ lines which caused much harm to the revolution, 
The exponents of these ‘Left’’ lines shared certain 
characteristics. They lacked a clear understanding of the 
character of the Chinese revolution, its targets and 
motive forces. As Comrade Mao Tse-tung said, ‘‘Although 
many of the revolutionary tasks set by the various ‘Left’ 
lines were democratic in character, the exponents of the 
‘Left’ lines were invariably confused about the definite dis- 
tinction between the democratic revolution and the socialist 
revolution and subjectively were anxious to go beyond the 
democratic revolution; they invariably under-estimated 
the decisive role of the peasants’ anti-feudal struggle in 
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the Chinese revolution, and they invariably advocated a 
struggle against the bourgeoisie as a whole, including 
even the upper petty bourgeoisie.’’ As the exponents of 
the “Left” lines failed to understand the specific features 
of semi-colonial and semi-feudal Chinese society, did not 
realize that the bourgeois-democratic revolution in China 
was essentially a peasant revolution and were unable to 
recognize the uneven, tortuous and protracted nature of 
the revolution, they neglected the question of peasant 
guerrilla war and rural base areas. 

It was in January 1935 that, at an enlarged meeting of 
the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the CPC, 
all the Right and ‘‘Left’’ deviations were rejected and 
Comrade Mao T'se-tung’s leadership was established. This 
marked the turning point in the history of the Chinese 
revolution ; the Chinese party and people took to the only 
correct road for the Chinese revolution, the road pointed 
out by Comrade Mao T’se-tung. 

Since then the Chinese revolution under the leadership 
of Chairman Mao has marched from one epoch-making 
victory to another. After completing the New Democratic 
revolution, the Chinese revolution passed on to the Socialist 
stage. Under the leadership of Chairman Mao, another 
revolution, greater than any previous revolution in any 
country of the world, has been accomplished. It is the 
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution under the dictator- 
ship of the Chinese proletariat, a revolution which while 
being a great ideological and cultural revolution is basically 
a great political revolution. It has shattered the dream of 
imperialists and revisionists, the dream of restoring 
capitalism in China. On the very eve of the nineteenth 

anniversary of the first great victory of the Chinese revolu- 
tion, China celebrated the victory of the Great Proletarian 
Cultural Revolution. Ata vast Peking rally on September 
7 last, Premier Chou En-lai announced that revolutionary 
committees had been set up in all the provinces, 
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municipalities and autonomous regions with the exception 
of Taiwan, and that the whole country except Taiwan had 
become red. Chairman Mao Tse-tung has not only taught 
us how to make revolution in colonial, semi-colonial and 
other countries,has not only solved the problem of transition 
from New Democracy to Socialism, but has also solved the 
problem of carrying on revolution under the dictatorship 
of the proletariat in order to prevent restoration of 
capitalism. The world has entered a new era, the era of 
Mao Tse-tung’s thought. 

After the treachery of the leaders of the CPSU, China 
has become the centre, the base, the Yenan of the world 
revolution. Today, the touchstone of a communist, of a 
revolutionary, is his attitude towards China, his attitude 
towards Mao T'se-tung’s thought. One who is opposed to 
China, to the CPC, to Mao ‘Tse-tung’s thought, finds 
oneself in the unenviable company of counter-revolutiona- 
ries. There is no room for neutrality between the camp 
of revolution and the camp of counter-revolution. 

In this country, both the Dange revisionists and the 
sham Marxists—Ranadive, Namboodiripad, Sundarayya 
Basavapunniah and Co.—have joined the anti-China 
chorus led by the imperialists and domestic reactionaries. 
Their hostility to the CPC and Mao Tse-tung is nota 
recent phenomenon. Joshi or Ajoy Ghosh, Dange or 
Ranadive, Sundarayya or Rajeswar Rao—they may have 
their quarrels but they all share this hostility. They have 
always sought to belittle the greatness of Chairman’s Mao's 
theory and practice of the Chinese revolution. They have 
always sought to prove that the path of the Indian revolu- 
tion is different from the path of the Chinese revolution, 
the path that revolutions in all colonial and semi-colonial 
countries must take. Are these antics strange ¢ No, they 
are not at all strange, for these so-called communists and 
Marxists have always loyally served the interests not only 
of the domestic reactionaries but also of the imperialists. 
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During the days of post-Second World War revolutionary 
upsurge, they grovelled at the feet of Gandhi, Nehru and 
Jinnah, the lackeys of the British imperialists, who helped 
to implement their masters’ plan of neo-colonial domination 
of this sub-continent. Soon after, the capitulationists turned 
into Left opportunists, upholders ‘of the theory of a single 
revolution,’’ who issued futile calls for battles in the cities 
and towns while stabbing the Telangana peasant revolution 
in the back. The opportunist scum chose this moment 
to malign the CPC and Chairman Mao, a moment when 
the Chinese revolution was winning its world-shattering 
victory over U.S. imperialism and feudalism and when all 
imperialists and reactionaries all over the world were 
making frenzied attacks against China. Now, for more 
than a decade and a half they have become votaries of 
parliamentary democracy in a country where, according to 
their own admission, the democratic revolution is yet fo be 
accomplished! For them Chairman Mao’s teaching about 
the people’s democratic revolution, its targets and motive 
forces, its uneven development and protracted nature, the 
armed struggle as the main form of the peasant revolution, 
peasant guerrilla warfare and revolutionary base areas—all 
these simply do not exist ! They are, indeed, a rare breed 
of ‘Marxists’, who declare their intention to make People’s 
Democratic Revolution but will not have anything to do 
with Chairman Mao’s teachings ! Instead, these cunning 
agents of Indian reaction and foreign imperialists, including 
the Soviet revisionists, within India’s working class 
movement carry on a campaign of falsehood and slander 
against China, the CPC and Chairman Mao whenever the 
Indian people rise in struggle against imperialism, feudalism 
and comprador-bureaucrat capital. It is a class policy they 
pursue; it is the needs of their masters which demand 
of them that they should do their utmost to isolate the 
Indian people from the people of China, from the revolu- 
tionary peoples of the world. 
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But the Indian people, who have been duped too long, 
have now finally repudiated these impostors, the running 
dogs of imperialists, Soviet revisionists and Indian 
reactionaries. Armed peasant struggles under the leader- 
ship of communist revolutionaries are breaking out in 
different parts of Imdia—Naxalbari, Mazzaffarpur, 
Lakhimpur, Sreekakulam, Telangana. The super-exploited 
peasantry of India is now marching to battle against 
imperialism, feudalism, and comprador-bureaucrat capital 
under the red banner of Mao T'se-tung’s thought. They 
have rejected the futile path of parliamentarism and taken 
to the correct road, the road along which Chairman Mao led 
the Chinese revolution to victory. It is only by learning 
from Chairman Mao and fromthe masses that communist 
revolutionaries can fulfil the glorious task that history has 
allotted to them. 

The ever-fresh victories of the Chinese revolution are 
reshaping the world. They are not only remoulding the 
minds of the Chinese but the minds of the toiling people 
of other countries as well. They are infusing new 
inspiration and enthusiasm and courage into people, 
particularly the youth everywhere to fight and destroy 
all that is reactionary and to build ‘something new, great 
and glorious. The peasant uprising in Naxalbari, the 
workers’ and students’ struggles in France, the national 
liberation wars in different countries of Asia, Africa and 
Latin America are irrefutable proofs of this truth. With 
the passing of every day, the world’s revolutionary forces 
led by the CPC and Chairman Mao are growing mightier. 
The day of the complete defeat of imperialism, revisionism 
and all other reaction is not far off. 

Long live the victory of the great Chinese Revolution ! 

Long live the victory of the Great Proletarian 

Cultural Revolution ! 

Long live the solidarity of the Indian and 


Chinese peoples ! 
Long live Chairman Mao ! Long, long life to him ! 
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HEROIC DEATH OF A 
REVOLUTIONARY FIGHTER 


At midnight on Saturday, September 7, Comrade 
Babulal Biswakarma (Biswa Karmakar), a valiant young 
peasant revolutionary and a leader of the Naxalbari peasant 
struggle, was killed near the Birsingh Jote village under 
Naxalbari P. S., after a 4 hour gun-duel with the armed 
police of the reactionary Indian government but not before 
he had inflicted casualtes on the few hundred strong fascist 
attacking force with his solitary gun, which, according to 
police reports, was taken away forcibly by the revolutionary 
Peasants from the possession of a feudal oppressor a few 
months back. He assisted the other comrades of his group, 
which was very small and was surrounded earlier in the 
evening by the enemy force, to move away to sefety by 
skilfully using his gun from various positions and thus 
holding the reactionary force at bay for hours, Frustrated 
and confused they fired volleys but to no effect. It was only 
when Comrade Babulal came out of his hiding place and 
was trying to move away to a safe place, that the murderous 


policemen could spot him in the clear moonlight and riddled 
him with eight bullets. 


A true revolutionary anda true disciple of Chairman 
Mao, Comrade Babulal died with gun in one hand and the 
little Red Book of quotations from Chairman Mao, in the 
other. The Red Book was his constant companion. He 
_ was hardly thirty at the time of his heroic death. 

A close comrade-in-arm of Comrade Babulal writes : 
Comrade Babulal’s revolutionary political life began at the 
age of 15 when on February 7, 1953, he took part in a fight 
of angry share-croppers who demanded stopping of the 
unbearable interest-burden imposed by the jotedar. Babulal 
was seriously injured on the head by the jotedar and his 
goondas. He was arrested in that condition and was 
released on bail after remaining in prison for quite some 
time. After this Babulal demanded to be taken in as 
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whole-time organiser of the Kisan Samity. In 1955 he did 
become a whole-time organiser and took up work in the 
Phansidewa P. S. area. He laid the foundation of the 
revolutionary peasant movement that is going on at 
present in that area. He took part in each of the statewide 
movements that took place in Bengal since then and was 
repeatedly arrested and jailed. 

Babulal was a landless poor peasant. So he plunged 
with tremendous enthusiasm into the work of organising 
the strggle for seizing benami lands which began in 
1959-60, and took part in clashes with the police. But 
the struggle fizzled out owing to the revisionist leadership. 
Babulal came out as a peasant leader during this struggle 
and was elected assistant secretary of the sub-divisional 
Kisan Samity and Secretary of the Hatighisa Union Kisan 
Samity that year. He was never satisfied until he managed 
to obtain membership of the Party in 1956 after repeated 
insistent demands. 

Babulal, himself a peasant, fully realised that all the 
unorganised people must be united in order to achieve 
victory in the revolution. That is why, he also worked as 


an organiser ‘ea-garden workers and _ established 


himself as a trade union organiser. He became an assistant 





——— : : 
secretary and member of the working committee of the 


Terai tea-garden workers’ union. He was a fighting 
organiser of the day-to-day struggles and of the strikes of 
the teaegarden workers. This made him very popular 
with the tea-garden workers. 

At the time of the Sino-Indian border conflict in 1962, 
when ‘Communist’ leaders all over India were rending the 
skies with anti-China cries, Comrade Babulal’s class consci- 
ousness led him to uphold the truth in opposition to those 
leaders, For this he was thrown into prison. 

In 1964 he lined up with the CPI (M) in the hope that 
& new revolutionary party was being born. But his 
indignation knew no bounds 


when at the Darjeeling 
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District Party Conference in 1964, Harekrishna Konar, @ 
top Party boss forbade them to raise the slogan 
‘Mao T'se-tung Zindabad !’ After the Seventh Party Congress 
(in 1964) when Comrade Charu Mazumdar initiated a poli- 
tical debate over the strategy and tactics of the Party, 
Comrade Babulal upheld the revolutionary politics and was 
thrown as a detenu into the Baharampur Jail in May, 1965. 
Coming out of jail in 1966, he began to organise the 
peasants on the basis of revolutionary politics. For this, 
he was again arrested before the elections in 1967. Later 
he was released, And the CPI (M) expelled him from the 
Party because he was a leader of the Naxalbari struggle. 
He was also expelled from the Terai tea-garden workers’ 
union. 

In the course of the struggle of the peasants in the Sili- 
guri sub-division, Comrade Babulal was apprehended with 
a gun, at the instance of the revisionist Minister of the UF 
Government in West Bengal, Jyoti Basu. The Superin- 
tendent of Police of the Darjeeling district failed to subdue 
him in spite of all sorts of threats and temptations. Hiven 
solitary imprisonment in the Kurseong Jail could not 
subdue or dispirit him. At this moment, the revisionists 
of the district began to work upon him and tried to tempt 
him in various ways but failed. In March 1968 Babulal 
was released on bail and he at once went underground and 
began again to organise the peasants. During this period 
when he was working underground, his wife was subjected 
to all kinds of mental torture. The police also threatened 
her with dire consequences if the land let out to Babulal for 
share-cropping remained untilled. Comrade Babulal always 
aspired to take an activie part in making the revolution. 
That he did and did well. He will never know that his 
self-less heroism has made of him a national hero of India’s 
democratic revolution. 

The Editorial Board of Liberation pays its heart-felt 
homage to the memory of the great revolutionary fighter 
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Comrade Babulal Biswakarma. As Chairman Mao has 
said: ‘T’o die for the people is heavier than Mount Tai.” 
Comrade Babulal died for the people and served the people 
wholeheartedly and unreservedly. His death, as well as 
his life, will serve as a source of inspiration to tens of 
thousands of peasants and workers afid revolutionaries to 
intensify ther revolutionary activities and strengthen the 
forces of revolution. 


NAXALBARI STRUGGLE 
REACHES A NEW STAGE 

At a conference of the peasant revolutionaries of Naxal- 
bari, Kharibari and Phansidewa, attended by about two 
hundred delegates, it was decided to boycott elections 
actively and to take full possession of the next harvest and 
not to part with any portion of it. 

Homage was paid to the memory of Comrade Babulal 
Biswakarma. The conference came to the conclusion 
that with the fight and death of Comrade Babulal the 
Naxalbari struggle had developed to a higher stage, the 
stage of guerrilla warfare. It resolved to carry forward 
the work initiated by Comrade Babulal. 

{ The full text of the resolution adopted at the con- 


ference will appear in the next issue of Liberation. —Ed.] 


THE FLAMES OF NAXALBARI 
REACH MUZAFFARPUR 

Led by the Communist revolutionaries, the flames of 
Naxalbari have spread to about 12 villages of the Mushahari 
Block in Muzaffarpur district, in Bihar. For about a year 
the peasants there have been agitating against the landlord 
and were also getting organised. Last April, the peasants 
of Bangapur, led by the Communist revolutionaries seized 
land. At this, Bijli Singh, the tyrant zamindar of Narsingh- 
pur organised an attack on the peasants with three hundred 
goondas variously armed with lathis, spears, swords and 
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daggers. They brought with them one elephant and two 
cart-loads of stones. About 600 poor peasants, half of 
whom were women, led by the Communist revolutionaries, 
armed themselves with whatever they could to defend 
themselves. They appealed to those poor peasants who 
were among the zamindar’s force to break their relations 
with the oppressor zamindar and to join the fighting 
peasants. Moved by this appeal from their class brothers, 
they deserted the zamindar’s force and joined the fighting 
peasants and took the path pointed out by Chairman Mao. 
After this, the revolutionary peasants seized the two stone- 
laden carts and counter-attacked the goondas. The zamin- 
dar and his powerful force were unable to withstand this 
and after a battle lasting for about four hours, during 
which about 50 goondas were injured, they fled. Only 3 of 
the fighting peasants received minor injuries. 

The sparks of this fight spread to the whole of Musha- 
hari region and peasants in various places began to rise 


up and fight against the zamindars, The influence of the 


Kisan Sangram Samity has spread from four or five villages 
to the whole region. The reactionary zamindar, frustrated 
in his attempt to suppress the peasants, pressed into service 
the reactionary state machine and had a police camp 
established in the Mushahari Block area. He also insti- 
tuted cases against the fighting peasants. 

On August 28, the peasants of Harkesh village seized 
lands. The zamindar, Ramasray Singh brought a detach- 
ment of armed police under one officer, who arrested and 
tortured a peasant. As soon as this news spread, the 
peasants of the entire village and from nearby places 
gathered, got the arrested peasant released by force and 
beat up the zamindar. The peasant masses resisted the 
armed police men heroically and with firmness. The 
peasant women took an active part in this fight. The 


police officer was injured and fled with his men in panic.) 


The entire area was under the control of the peasants for 
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about three days. Only when a much superior police force 
arrived, the peasants retreated for the time being. 

A police camp under a magistrate and a DSP has been 
established in the area, and regular patrolling by armed 
police in the interior villages has been undertaken to instil 
fear in the minds of the people. The revolutionary 
vigilance of the people has however foiled all the attempts 
of the police to arrest the Communist revolutionaries. 
The Communist revolutionaries, well-protected by the 
people, have continued their political propaganda and 
are strengthening the organisation with a view to deal with 
the reactionary measures of the police, The struggle of 
fhe peasants here is not merely a struggle for land, it is a 
political struggle. Conscious of this, they are dealing blows 
at the reactionary state apparatus which exists and works 
only to perpetuate the bloody rule of exploitation and 


oppression. The peasant struggle of Mushahari has 
reached a new stage. 


THE STRIKE AND AFTER 
The hundreds of thousands of striking workers and 


employees of the Central government offices and establish- 
ments including the railways, and the Posts and Telegraphs 
have added a fresh new chapter to the history of the 
people’s struggle against the exploitation and oppression of 
the imperialists and their domestic lackeys in this country. 

Striking workers and employees, you have done well! | 
The Central government leaders, acting with the sole 
purpose of protecting the vested interests of the im- 
perialists, the Soviet revisionists-and their Indian lackeys 


/ promulgated draconic Ordinances, which are unprece- 


dentedly vicious and openly fascist in nature, in order to 
Suppress you. And you very correctly ignored them with 
Scorn and openly defied them with exemplary firmness, and 
thus completely smashed the fond dreams of the reactionary 
rulers. This has been your first-round victory. When 
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threats and intimidations failed, the ruling class resorted 
to open, bloody repression. And you, enjoying the warm 
sympathy and active support of the people courageously 
fought back. It is indeed a magnificent, an exhilarating 
jnspiration for all the people of our country who are 
f Src for liberation. It is your brave defiance of 
threats, intimidations and provocations of the reactionary 
rulers, your courageous resistance to the bloody repressive 
police measures, and your firm refusal to be subdued—it is 
all this that won for your struggle warm sympathy and 
support of the broad masses of our toiling people. For, in 
present-day India, every struggle that hurts and deals blows 
against the reactionary Indian ruling classes and their 
masters—the US imperialists and the Soviet revisionists, 
who are sitting like mountains on the shoulders of the 
Indian people and sucking their blood, naturally and 
invariably finds support and sympathy among the people. 

And it is clear as daylight that your strike action of 
September 19 has hit the Indian reactionary rulers hard, 
has isolated them even more from the masses and helped 
to intensify the people’s hatred against them and brought 
new inspiration to the fighting millions. It is indeed “a 
new blow to the reactionary Indian government’, as the 
Peking Radio has commented. 

The fighting mood and militancy displayed by the 
striking workers and employees have however, not pleased 
the revisionists, neo-revisionists and other reactionary 
leaders who have usurped the leadership of the trade unions 
and have done everything in their power to disrupt the 
struggle from within. It is basically the same bunch of 
revisionists and seasoned scabs and labour bureaucrats, 
with some alterations, that almost openly stabbed the strike 
action of the Central government workers and employees in 
the back in, 1960, that has energetically worked to weaken, 
demoralise and sabotage the present token strike at every 

( Continued on page 182 ) 
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Decision of the Central Committee of 


the Chinese Communist Party 
CONCERNING 
THE GREAT PROLETARIAN CULTURAL REVOLUTION 


[The following is the full text of the “Decision of the 
Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party Concer- 
ning the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution” adopted 
on August 8, 1966, at the Eleventh Plenary Session of the 
Eighth Central Committee held in Peking from August 
1 to 12, 1966.] 


1. A New Stage In The Socialist Revolution 


The great proletarian cultural’reyolution now unfolding 
is a great revolution that touches people to their very souls 
and constitutes a new stage in the development of the 
Socialist revolution in our country, a deeper and more 
extensive stage, 

At the Tenth Plenary Session of the Highth Central 
Committee of the Party, Comrade Mao Tse-tung said: To 
overthrow a political power, it is always necessary, first of 
all, to create public opinion, to do work in the ideological 
sphere. This is true for the revolutionary class as well as 
for the counter-revolutionary class. This thesis of Comrade 
Mao T’se-tung’s has been proved entirely correct in practice. 

Although the bourgeoisie has been overthrown, it is still 
trying to use the old ideas, culture, customs and habits of 
the exploiting classes to corrupt the masses, capture their 
minds and endeavour to stage a come-back. ‘The proletariat 
must do just the opposite: it must meet head-on every 
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challenge of the bourgeoisie in the ideological field and use 
the new ideas, culture, customs and habits of the proletariat 
to change the mental outlook of the whole of society. At 
present, our objective is to struggle against and crush those 
persons in authority who are taking» the capitalist road, to 
criticize and repudiate the reactionary bourgeois academic 
‘authorities’ and the ideology of the bourgeoisie and all other 
exploiting classes and to transform education, literature and 
art and all other parts of the superstructure that do not 
correspond to the Socialist economic base, so as to facilitate 
the consolidation and development of the Socialist system. 


2. The Main Current And The Zigzags 


The masses of the workers, peasants, soldiers, revolu- 
tionary intellectuals and revolutionary cadres form the main 
force in this great cultural revolution, Large numbers of 
revolutionary young people, previously unknown, have 
become courageous and daring path-breakers. They are 
vigorous in action and intelligent. Through the media of 
big-character posters and great debates, they argue things 
out, expose and criticize thoroughly, and launch resolute 
attacks on the open and hidden representatives of the 
bourgeoisie. In such a great revolutionary movement, it is 
hardly avoidable that they should show shortcomings of one 
kind or another, but their main revolutionary orienta- 
tion has been correct from the beginning. This is the 
main current in the great proletarian cultural revolution. 


It is the main direction along which the great proletariang 


cultural revolution continues to advance. 


Since the cultural revolution is a revolution, it inevitably” 
meets with resistance. This resistance comes chiefly from 
those in authority who have wormed their way into the party 
and are taking the capitalist road. It also comes from the 
old force of habit in society. At present, this resistance is 
still fairly strong andstubborn. However, the great proletas 
rian cultural revolution is, after all, an irresistible generé 
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trend. There is abundant evidence that such resistance will 
crumble fast once the masses become fully aroused. 

Because the resistance is fairly strong, there will be 
reversals and even repeated reversals in this struggle. 
There is no harm inthis. It tempers the proletariat and 
other working people, and especially the younger generation, 
teaches them lessons and gives them experience, and helps 
them to understand that the revolutionary road is a zigzag 
one, and not plain sailing. 


3. Put Daring Above Everything Else And 
Boldly Arouse The Masses 


The outcome of this great cultural revolution will be 
determined by whether the Party leadership does or does 
not dare boldly to arouse the masses. 

Currently, there are four different situations with regard 
to the leadership being given to the movement of cultural 
revolution by Party organizations at various levels. 

(1) There is the situation in which the persons in 
charge of Party organizations stand in the van of the 
movement and dare to arouse the masses boldly, They put 
daring above everything else, they are dauntless Communist 
fighters and good pupils of Chairman Mao. They advocate 
the big-character posters and great debates. They 
encourage the masses to expose every kind of ghost and 
monster and also to criticize the shortcomings and errors in 
the work of the persons in charge. This correct kind of 
leadership is the result of putting proletarian politics in the 
forefront and Mao T'se-tung’s thought in the lead. 

(2) In many units, the persons in charge have a very 
poor understanding of the task of leadership in this great 
Struggle, their leadership is far from being conscientious 
and effective, and they accordingly find themselves 
mecompetent and in a weak position. They put fear above 
everything else, stick to outmoded ways and regulations, 
and are unwilling to break away from conventional practices 
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and move ahead. They have been taken unawares by the 
new order of things, the revolutionary order of the masses, 
with the result that their leadership lags behind the 
situation, lags behind the masses. 

(3) In some units, the persons in charge, who made 
mistakes of one kind or another in the past, are even more 
prone to put fear above everything else, being afraid that 
the masses will catch them out. Actually, if they make 
serious self-criticism and accept the criticism of the masses, 
the party and the masses will make allowances for their 
mistakes. But if the persons in charge don’t, they will 
continue to make mistakes and become obstacles to the 
mass movement. 

(4) Some units are controlled by those who have 
wormed their way into the Party and are taking the 
capitalist road. Such persons in authority are extremely 
afraid of being exposed by the masses and, therefore, seek 
every possible pretext to suppress the mass movement. 
They resort to such tactics as shifting the targets for attack 
and turning black into white in an attempt to lead the 
movement astray. When they find themselves very isolated 
and no longer able to carry on as before, they resort still 
more to intrigues, stabbing people in the back, spreading 
rumours, and blurring the distinction between revolution 
and counter-revolution as much as they can, all for the 
purpose of attacking the revolutionaries. 

What the Central Committee of the Party demands of the 
Party committees at all levels is that they persevere in giv- 
ing correct leadership, put daring above everything else, 
boldly arouse the masses, change the state of weakness and 
incompetence where it exists, encourage those comrades 
who have made mistakes but are willing to correct them, to 
cast off their mental burdens and join in the struggle, and 
dismiss from their leading posts all those in authority who 
are taking the capitalist road and so make possible the recap- 
ture of the leadership for the proletarian revolutionariess 
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4. Let The Masses Educate Themselves In The Movement 


In the great proletarian cultural revolution, the only 
method is for the masses to liberate themselves, and any 
method of doing things on their behalf must not be used. 

Trust the masses, rely on them and respect their initia- 
tive. Cast out fear. Don’t be afraid of disorder. Chairman 
Mao has often told us that revolution cannot be so very 
refined, so gentle, so temperate, kind, courteous, restrained 
and magnanimous. Let the masses educate themselves in 
this great revolutionary movement and learn to distinguish 
between right and wrong and between correct and incorrect 
ways of doing things. 

Make the fullest use of big-character posters and great 
debates to argue matters out, so that the masses can clarify 
the correct views, criticize the wrong views and expose all 
the ghosts and monsters. In this way the masses will be 
able to raise their political consciousness in the course of 
the struggle, enhance their abilities and talents, distinguish 
right from wrong and draw a clear line between the enemy 
and ourselves. 


5. Firmly Apply The Class Line Of The Party 


Who are our enemies ¢ Who are our friends ¢ This is a 
question of the first importance for the revolution and it is 
likewise a question of the first importance for the great 
cultural revolution. 

Party leadership should be good at discovering the Left 
and developing and strengthening the ranks of the Left, 
and should firmly rely on the revolutionary Left. During 
the movement this is the only way to isolate thoroughly 
the most reactionary Rightists, win over the middle and 
unite with the great majority so that by the end of the 
movement we shall achieve the unity of more than 95 per 
cent of the cadres and more than 95 per cent of the masses. 

Concentrate all forces to strike at the handful of ultra- 
Feactionary bourgeois Rightists and counter-revolutionary 
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revisionists, and expose and critize to the full their crimes 
against the Party, against Socialism and against Mao 
T'se-tung’s thought so as to isolate them to the maximum. 

The main target of the present movement is those 
within the Party who are in authority an are taking the 
capitalist road. 

Care should be taken to distinguish strictly between the 
anti-Party, anti-Socialist Rightists and those who support 
the Party and Socialism but have said or done something 
wrong or have written some bad articles or other works. 

Care should be taken to distinguish strictly between 
the reactionary bourgeois scholar despots and ‘‘authorities”’ 
on the one hand and people who have the ordinary 
bourgeois academic ideas on the other. 


6. Correct Handling Of Contradictions 
Among The People 


A strict distinction must be made between the two 
different types of contradictions : those among the people 
and those between ourselves and the enemy. Contradictions 
among the people must not be made into contradictions 
between ourselves and the enemy; nor must contradic- 
tions between ourselves and the enemy be regarded as 
those among the people. 

It is normal for the masses to hold different views. 
Contention between different views is unavoidable, nece- 
ssary and beneficial. In the course of normal and full 
debate, the masses will affirm what is right, correct, what 
is wrong and gradually reach unanimity. 

The method to be used in debates is to present the facts, 
reason things out, and persuade through reasoning. Any 
method of forcing a minority holding different views to 
submit is impermissible. The minority should be protected, 
becuse sometimes the truth is with the minority. Even 
if the minority is wrong, they should still be allowed to 
argne their case and reserve their views. 
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When there is a debate, it should be conducted by 
reasoning, not by coercion or force. 

In the course of debate, every revolutionary should be 
good at thinking things out for himself and should develop 
the Communist spirit of daring to think, daring to speak 
and daring to act. On the premise that they have the same 
main orientation, revolutionary comrades should, for the 
sake of strengthening unity, avoid endless debate over side 


issues. 


7. Be On Guard Against Those Who Brand The Reyolutionary 
Masses AS *‘Counter-Reyolutionaries”’ 


In certain schools, units, and work teams of the cultural 
revolution, some of the persons in charge have organized 
counter-attacks against the masses who put up big-character 
posters against them. These people haye even advanced 
such slogans as: ‘‘Opposition to the leaders of a unit or a 
work team means opposition to the Party’s Central 
Committee, means opposition sto the Party and Socialism, 
means counter-revolution.’”’ In this way it is inevitable 
that their blows will fall on some really revolutionary 
activists. This is an error on matters of orientation, an 
error of line, and is absolutely impermissble. 

A number of persons who suffer from serious ideologi- 
cal errors, and particularly some of the anti-Socialist 
Rightists are taking advantage of certain shortcomings 
and mistakes in the mass movement to spread rumours and 
and gossip, and engage in agitation, deliberately branding 
some of the masses as “‘counter-revolutionaries.”’ It is 
necessary to beware of such ‘“‘nick-pockets’’ and expose 
their tricks in good time. 

In the course of the movement, with the exception of 
cases of active counter-revolutionaries where there is clear 
evidence of crimes such as murder, arson, poisoning, 
sabotage or theft of State secrets, which should be handled 
in accordance with the law, no measures should be taken 
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against students at universities, colleges, middle schools 
and primary schools because of problems that arise in the 
movement. To prevent the struggle from being diverted 
from its main objective, it is not allowed, whatever the 
pretext, to incite the masses to struggle against each other 
or the students to the likewise. Even proven Rightists 
should be dealt with on the merits of each case at a later 
stage of the movement. 


8. The Question of Cadres 
The cadres fall roughly into the following four 
categories : 
(1) good ; 
(2) comparatively good ; 
(8) those who have made serious mistakes but have 
not become anti-Party, anti-Socialist Rightists ; 
(4) the small number of anti-Party, anti-Socialist 
Rightists. 
In ordinary situations, the first two categories (good and 
comparatively good) are the great majority. 
The anti-Party, anti-Socialist Rightists must be fully 
exposed, hit hard, pulled down and completely discredited 
and their influence eliminated. At the same time, they 


should be given & way out so that they can turn over a new 
leaf, 


9. Cultural Revolutionary Groups, Committees and 
Congresses 


Many new things have begun to emerge in. the great 
proletarian cultural revolution, The cultural revolutionary 
groups, committees and other organizational forms created 
by the masses in many schools and units are something 
new and of great historic importance, 

These cultural revolutionary ‘groups, committees and 
congresses are excellent new forms of organization whereby 
under the leadership of the Communist Party the masses 
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are educating themselves. They are an excellent bridge to 
keep our Party in close contact with the masses. They are 
organs of power of the proletarian cultural revolution. 

The struggle of the proletariat against the old ideas, 
culture, customs and habits left over from all the exploiting 
classes over thousands of years will necessarily take a very, 
very long time. Therefore, the cultural revolutionary 
groups, committees and congresses should not be temporary 
organizations, but permanent, standing mass organizations. 
They are suitable not only for colleges, schools and 
government and other organizations, but generally also for 
factories, mines, other enterprises, urban districts and 
villages. 

It,is necessary to institute a system of general elections, 
like that of the Paris Commune, for electing members to 
the cultural revolutionary groups and committees and 
delegates to the cultural revolutionary congresses. The lists 
of candidates should be put forward by the revolutionary 
masses after full discussion, and the elections should be held 
after the masses have discussed the lists over and over 
again, 

The masses are entitled at any time to criticize 
members of the cultural revolutionary groups and 
committees and delegates elected to the cultural revo- 
lutionary congresses. If these members or delegates prove 
incompetent, they can be replaced through election or 
recalled by the masses after discussion. 

The cultural revolutionary groups, committees and 
congresses in colleges and schools should consist mainly of 
representatives of the revolutionary students. At the same 
time, they should have a certain number of representatives 
of the revolutionary teaching staff and workers. 


10. Educational Reform 

In the great proletarian cultural revolution a most 
important task is to transform the old educational system 
and the old principles and methods of teaching. 
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In this great cultural revolution, the phenomenon of our 
schools being dominated by bourgeois intellectuals must be 
completely changed. 

In every kind of school we must apply thoroughly the 
policy advanced by Comrade Mao Tse-tung, of education 
serving proletarian politics and education being combined 
with productive labour, so as to enable those receiving an 
education to develop morally, intellectually and physically 
and to become labourers with Socialist consciousness and 
culture. 

The period of schooling should be shortened. Courses 
should be fewer and better. The teaching material should 
be thoroughly transformed, in some cases beginning with 
simplifying complicated material. While their main task 
is to study, students should also learn things. That is to 
say, in addition to their studies they should also learn 
industrial work, farming and military affairs, and take part 
in the struggles of the cultural revolution as they occur to 
criticize the bourgeoisie. 


11, The Question of Criticizing 
By Name In The Press 


In the course of the mass moyement of the cultural 
revolution, the criticism of bourgeois and feudal ideology 
should be well-combined with the dissemination of the 
proletarian world outlook and of Marxism-Leninism, Mao 
Tse-tung’s thought. 

Criticism should be organized of typical bourgeois 
representatives who have wormed their way into the «Party 
and typical reactionary bourgeois academic ‘‘authorities’’, 
and this should include criticism of various kinds of 
reactionary views in philosophy, history, political economy 
and education, in works and theories of literature and art, 
in theories of natural science, and in other fields. 

Criticism of anyone by name in the Press should be 
decided after discussion by the Party committee at the same 
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level, and in some cases submitted to the Party committee 
at a higher level for approval. 


12. Policy Towards Scientists, Technicians And 
Ordinary Members Of Working Staffs 


As regards scientists, technicians and ordinary members 
of working staffs, as long as they are patriotic, work 
energetically, are not against the Party and Socialism, and 
maintain no illicit relations with any foreign country, we 
should in the present movement continue to apply the policy 
of “unity, criticism, unity.” Special care should be taken of 
those scientists and scientific and technical personnels who 
have made contributions. Efforts should be made to help 
them gradually transform their world outlook and their 
style of work. 


13. The Questions of Arrangements for Integration With the 
Socialist Education Movement In City And Countryside 


The cultural and educational units and leading organs of 
the Party and Government in the large and medium cities 
are the points of concentration of the present proletarian 
cultural revolution. 

The great cultural revolution has enriched the Socialist 
education movement in both city and countryside and raised 
it to a higher level. Efforts should be made to conduct 
these two movements in close combination. Arrangements 
to this effect may be made by various regions and depart- 
ments in the light of the specific conditions. 

The Socialist education movement now going on in the 
countryside and in enterprises in the cities should not be 
upset where the original arrangements are appropriate and 
the movement is going well, but should continue in accorda- 
nee with the original arrangements. However, the questions 
that are arising in the present great proletarian cultural 
revolution should be put to the masses for discussion at a 
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proper time, so as to further foster vigorously proletarian 
ideology and eradicate bourgeois ideology. 

In some places, the great proletarian cultural revolution 
is being used as the foeus in order to add momentum to the 
Socialist education movement and clean things up in the 
fields of politics, ideology, organization and economy. This 
may be done where the local Party committee thinks it 
appropriate, 


14. Take Firm Hold Of The Reyolution 
And Stimulate Production 


The aim of the great proletarian cultural revolution is to 
revolutionize people’s ideology and as a consequence to 
achieve greater, faster, better and more economical results 
in all fields of work. If the masses are fully aroused and 
proper arrangements are made, it is possible to carry on 
both the cultural revolution and production without one 
hampering the other, while guaranteeing high quality in all 
our work, 

The great proletarian cultural revolution is a powerful 
motive force for the development of the social productive 
forces in our country. Any idea of counterposing the great 
cultural revolution against the development of production 
is incorrect. 


15. The Armed Forces 


In the armed forces, the cultural revolution and the 
Socialist education movement should be carried out in 
accordance with the instructions of the Military Commis- 
sion of the Central Committee and the General Political 
Department of the People’s Liberation Army. 


16. Mao Tse-tung’s Thought Is The Guide For Action In The 
Great Proletarian Cultural Reyolution 


In the great proletarian cultural revolution, it is impe- 
rative to hold aloft the great red banner of Mao Tse-tung’s 
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thought and put proletarian politics in command. The 
movement for the creative study and application of Chair- 
man Mao Tse-tung’s thought should be carried forward 
among the masses of the workers, peasants and soldiers, 
the cadres and the intellectuals, and Mao Tse-tung’s thought 
should be taken as the guide for actionin the cultural 
revolution, 

In this complex great cultural revolution, Party com- 
mittees at all levels must study and apply Chairman Mao’s 
works all the more conscientiously and in a creative way. 
In particular, they must study over and over Chairman 
Mao’s writings on the cultural revolution and on the 
Party’s methods of leadership, such as “On New Demo- 
eracy’, ‘Talks at the Yenan Forum on Literature and Art’, 
‘On the Correct Handling of Contradictions Among the 
People’, ‘Speech at the Chinese Communist Party's 
National Conference on Propaganda Work’, ‘Some 
Questions Concerning Methods of Leadership’ and ‘Methods. 
of Work of Party Committees’. 

Party committees at all levels must abide by the direc- 
tions given by Chairman Mao over the years, namely that 
they should thoroughly apply the mass line of ‘from the 
masses, to the masses’’ and that they should be pupils 
before they become teachers. They should try to avoid 
being onesided or narrow. They should foster materialist 
dialectics and oppose metaphysics and scholasticism. 

The great proletarian cultural revolution is bound to 
achieve brilliant victory under the leadership of the Central 
Committee of the Party headed by Comrade Mao Tse-tung. 








An Epoch-Making 
Document 


—In Commemoration of the Second Anniversary of the 
Publication of the Circular 


by the Editorial Departments of “Renmin Ribao,” 
*‘Hongqi’’ and ‘‘Jiefangjun Bao” 


Two years ago, the May 16, 1966 Circular of the Central 
Committee of the Chinese Communist Party [Peking 
Review, No. 21,1967|—a brilliant, historic Marxist-Leninist 
document—was drawn up under the personal guidance of 
the great leader Chairman Mao. 

This Circular is an epoch-making document for 
conducting the great proletarian cultural revolution ; it 
is a militant call to the proletariat and the broad masses 
of revolutionary people, under the conditions of socialism, 
to march against the bourgeoisie and all other exploiting 
classes, 

Two years is a short time. But what great revolutionary 
changes have taken place in these two years! The theory, 
line, principles and policies for continuing the revolution 
under the dictatorship of the proletariat advanced by 
Chairman Mao in the Circular have smashed the resistance 
put up in one after another by the bourgeois reactionary 
line, armed the proletarian revolutionaries and hundreds 
of millions of revolutionary people in our country, and 
displayed the mighty power of Marxism-Leninism, thus 
winning the decisive victory for the unprecedented, great 
proletarian cultural revolution during the past two years. 


I 
Chairman Mao points out in the Circular: The whole 
Party must “hold high the great banner of the proletarian 
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cultural revolution, thoroughly expose the reactionary bourgeois 
stand of those so-called academic outhorities who oppose the 
Party and socialism, thoroughly criticize and repudiate 
reactionary bourgeois ideas in the sphere of academic work, 
education, journalism, literature and art and publishing, and 
seize the leadership in these cultural spheres. To achieve 
this, it is at the same time necessary to criticize and 
repudiate those representatives of the bourgeoisie who have 
sneaked into the Party, the government, the army and all 
spheres of culture, and to clear them out or transfer some of 
them to other positions.” 

“Those representatives of the bourgeoisie who have sneaked 
into the Party, the government, the army and various spheres 
of culture are a bunch of counter-revolutionary revisionists. 
Once conditions are ripe, they will seize political power and 
turn the dictatorship of the proletariat into a dictatorship of the 
bourgeoisie. Some of them we haye already seen through, others 
we have not, Some are still trusted by us and are being 
trained as our successors, persons like Khrushchov, for example, 
who are still nestling beside us, Party committees at all levels 
must pay full attention to this matter.”’ 

Practice in the great proletarian cultural revolution 
in the past two years has fully confirmed Chairman Mao’s 
brilliant foresight. The people have understood ever more 
deeply that these instructions of Chairman Mao's constitute 
a creative development of the Marxist-Leninist theory of 
the dictatorship of the proletariat, a development which 
will play a far-reaching historical role in consolidating the 
dictatorship of the proletariat and continuing the socialist 
revolution in our country, and in the international commu- 
nist movement. 

The revolutionary mass movement undertaken on an 
unprecedentedly large scale during the past two years, like 
the surging waves of the sea, has smashed the bourgeois 
headquarters headed by China’s Khrushchov, which was 
hidden in our Party, brought into the open the 
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counter-revolutionary revisionists who oppose the 
Communist Party, the people and Mao Tse-tung’s thought, 
as well as the renegades, enemy agents and counter- 
revolutionary double-dealers, and crushed their criminal 
schemes to subvert the dictatorship of the proletariat and 
restore capitalism in our country. 

The abundant, irrefutable evidence already brought to 
light has established that China’s Khrushchov and the 
others who form the handful of top Party persons in 
authority taking the capitalist road area counter-revolu- 
tionary sinister gang that represents the interests of the 
Kuomintang reactionaries, of imperialism, the bourgeoisie, 
the landlords, rich peasants, counter-revolutionaries, bad 
elements and Rightists. A consideréble proportion of this 
gang are the dregs and bad eggs left by the Kuomintang 
reactionaries. China’s Khrushchoy, this top capitalist 


 yoader in the Party, is a despicable renegade who on many 


occasions fell on his knees before the imperialists and the 
Kuomintang reactionaries, Another top Party person in 
authority taking the capitalist road, and Tao Chu, Peng 
Teh-huai, Peng Chen, Tan Chen-lin, Lo Jui-ching, Lu 
Ting-yi, Yang Shang-kun, An Tzu-wen and others are all 
renegades, enemy agents and counter-revolutionary revi- 
sionists of all stripes who hid themselves in our Party. 
These scoundrels wormed their way into our Party and 
usurped many important positions. They were the Khrush- 
chovs who nestled beside us, time-bombs placed in our 
Party and the most dangerous enemies of the proletariat 
under socialist conditions. Once conditions were ripe, 
they would seize political power, turn the dictatorship of 
the proletariat into adictatorship of the bourgeoisie, and 
turn the socialist system into a capitalist system, into a 
semi-feudal, semi-colonial system. The historical tragedy 
of the restoration of capitalism in the Soviet Union and 
other countries controlled by revisionist renegade cliques 
would be repeated in China and our country would be 
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pulled back to the dark period of Kuomintang reactionary 
rule. 

Our struggle against these counter-revolutionaries is a 
sharp, complex, life-and-death struggle, a great revolution 
in which one class overthrows another. As Chairman 
Mao profoundly pointed out in one of his latest instructions : 
“The great proletarian cultural revolution is in essence a great 
political revolution under the conditions of socialism made by 
the proletariat against the bourgeoisie and all other exploiting 
classes ; it is a continuation of the prolonged struggle waged 
by the Chinese Communist Party and the masses of revolutionary 
people under its leadership against the Kuomintang reac- 
tionaries, a continuation of the class struggle between the 
proletariat and the bourgeoisie.” Victory in this struggle 
has greatly consolidated the dictatorship of the proletariat. 

Our Party relied on the masses of revolutionary people 
in waging a people’s war in the past and succeeded in 
defeating powerful domestic and foreign enemies and 
overthrowing the reactionary Kuomintang rule. Now, 
under new historical conditions, our Party again relies on 
the masses of revolutionary people to advance and carry 
out this great political revolution which has no precedent 
in history, a revolution launched by the proletariat against 
the bourgeoisie and all other exploiting classes. Precisely 
because several hundred million revolutionary people and 
young Red Guard fighters have been mobilized under the 
guidance of Chairman Mao’s proletarian revolutionary line, 
it has been possible to uncover and bring to light the 
bourgeois representatives and the dregs and bad eggs left 
by the Kuomintang reactionaries—persons who are most 
sly, insidious and vicious, and who have hidden themselves 
for so long and wormed themselves in so deep. 

The great victory won by the proletarian revolutionaries, 
by the hundreds of millions of revolutionary people and 
young Red Guard fighters in China in waging the soul- 
stirring struggle against these class enemies in this great 
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revolution, will shine for ever with unfading and militant 
brilliance in the history of the proletariat’s revolutionary 


struggle, 


II 


The mass movement of the great proletarian cultural 
revolution has undertaken revolutionary mass criticism and 
repudiation of the handful of class enemies which in breadth 
and depth is without parallel in history. 

Inspired by the Circular, the proletarian revolutionaries 
and the revolutionary masses have held high the great 
banner of revolutionary criticism and repudiation in line 
with Mao T’se-tung’s thought, incisively exposed and 
repudiated the towering crimes against the Party, socialism 
and Mao Tse-tung’s thought committed by the handful of 
top capitalist roaders in the Party and their agents in 
various regions and departments, vigorously criticized and 
repudiated the counter-revolutionary revisionist line and 
the old ideas, culture, customs and habits of the bourgeoisie 
and of all other exploiting classes. 

The revolutionary mass criticism and repudiation has 


enhanced the widespread dissemination of Mao Tse-tung’s! 


thought. The enthusiasm of the masses in the creative 
study and application of Mao T'se-tung’s thought has never 
been so high as today. The outlook of the people hag 
undergone a tremendous change. Successors to thé 
revolutionary cause of the proletariat are emerging in the 
course of the struggle. 

The revolutionary mass criticism and repudation has 
helped the proletariat attain a still more dominant position 
idelogically. It has helped the proletarian revolutionaries 
overthrow the handful of capitalist roaders in the Party 
not only organizationally, but also in a thoroughgoing way 
politically, ideologically and theoretically, thus consolidating 
the dominant position of the proletariat in the political 
and economic spheres. 
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In the political and ideological spheres, either the East 
wind prevails over the West wind, or the West wind 
prevails over the East wind ; either the proletariat prevails 
over the bourgeoisie, or the bourgeoisie prevails over the 
proletariat. There is no middle course, 

In the great proletarian cultural revolution, the aim of 
the proletarian revolutionaries is precisely to fight and 
repudiate resolutely the bourgeois reactionaries, poisonous 
weeds and those landlords, rich peasants, counter-revolu- 
tionaries, bad elements and Rightists who have not reformed 
themselves. The aim of the proletariat is precisely to 
prevail over the bourgeoisie ; “equality’’ with the latter is 
out of the question. As Chairman Mao points out in the 
Circular : ‘Can equality be permitted on such basic questions 
as the struggle of the proletariat against the bourgeoisie, the 
dictatorship of the proletariat over the bourgeoisie, the 
dictatorship of the proletariat in the superstructure, including 
all the various spheres of culture, and the continued efforts of 
the proletariat to weed out those representatives of the 
bourgeoisie who have sneaked into the Communist Party and 
who wave ‘red flags’ to oppose the red flag ?” 

The great victories in China’s great proletarian cultural 
revolution movement over the past two years are the 
mighty results won by Mao Tse-tung’s thought in the 
revolutionary mass criticism and repudiation of the old 
ideology of the bourgeoisie and all other exploiting 
classes. 

Chairman Mao often says that there is no construction 
Without destruction. Destruction means criticism and 
repudiation, it means revolution. It involves reasoning things 
out, which is construction. Put destruction first, and in the 
Process you have construction. 


Representatives of different classes and _ different 


ideologies will continue to perform on the stage in this 
 oaaemggea great proletarian cultural revolution, in 
18 extremely intense class struggle. The representatives 
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of the moribund classes will continue to put on different 
disguises and resort to double-faced tactics to hoodwink 
people. We must continue to carry out the instruction 
‘put destruction first, and in the process you haye construction, 
and continue to repudiate the handful of top Party persons 
in authority taking the capitalist road, and the reactionary 
world outlook of the bourgeoisie. 

All comrades in the ranks of the proletarian revolutiona- 
ries must hold aloft the great red banner of Mao T’se- 
tung’s thought, firmly act according to Mao Tse-tung’s 
thought and adhere to the high degree of principledness of 
the proletariat. They must repudiate the counter-revolu- 
tionary revisionist line represented by China's Khrushchoy, 
and repudiate Right opportunism and the reactionary 
thinking that is ‘Left’ in form but Right in essence. 
They must repudiate all reactionary factions against 
Marxism-Leninism, against Mao ‘T'se-tung’s thought, 
repudiate anarchism, the mountain-stronghold mentality, 
sectarianism and all manifestations of the ideology of the 
bourgeoisie and all other exploiting classes, They must 
carry revolutionary mass repudiation through to the end 
and clear the way ideologically for all-round victory in the 
great proletarian cultural revolution. This will ensure 
tnat the great red banner of Mao T'se-tung’s thought will 
fly high on all fronts. 


Ill 


During the great proletarian cultural revolution move- 
ment, on the basis of the revolutionary great alliance formed 
by the proletarian revolutionaries and the broad masses 
of revolutionary people, there has come into existence the 
entirely new revolutionary committee which is based on 
the revolutionary ‘‘three-in-one” combination. As Chairman 
Mao points out : ‘*The ‘three-in-one’ revolutionary committee 
is the creation of the working class and the masses in the 
current great cultural reyolution.” 
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One of Chairman Mao’s latest instructions says : 
‘*There are three elements in the basic experience of the 
revolutionary committee: It embraces representatives of the 
reyolutionary cadres, representatives of the armed forces and 
representatives of the revolutionary masses, constituting a 
revolutionary ‘three-in-one’ combination, The revolutionary 
committee should exercise unified leadership, eliminate duplica- 
tion in the administrative structure, follow the policy of ‘better 
troops and simpler administration’ and organize a revolutionized 
leading group which links itself with the masses.” 


Guided by Mao Tse-tung’s thought, such a revolutionary 
committee which has the participation of representatives 
of the revolutionary masses who have brought about the 
revolutionary great alliance, and representatives of the 
People’s Liberation Army and revolutionary leading cadres, 
is the rich fruit of the struggle launched from below by the 
proletarian revolutionaries and the broad revolutionary 
masses, who have grasped Chairman Mao’s theory on 
continuing the revolution under the dictatorship’ of the 
proletariat, to seize power from the handful of capitalist 
roaders in the Party. It has greatly enriched and developed 
the Marxist-Leninist theory of the state. 


With outstanding elements of the proletariat, who have 
emerged in the mass movement, taking a direct part in 
state administration, such an organ of power represents the 
basic interests of the labouring masses of workers and 
peasants and maintains close and extensive ties with the 
masses. ‘This will be of great help to our leading bodies 
at all levels in revolutionizing themselves and becoming 
organs of power which are reyolutionary, enjoy proletarian 
authority, maintain close ties with the masses and are 
full of vitality. Such a revolutionary committee which 
closely unites the basic forces (representatives of the revolu- 
tionary masses), the staunch pillar (representatives of the 
People’s Liberation Army) and the leading core (represen- 
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tatives of the revolutionary cadres) of the dictatorship of 
the proletariat, has further strengthened the unity between 
the army and the people, between the army and the 
government and between the cadres and the masses, and 
strengthened the dictatorship of the proletariat so that our 
state organs of the dictatorship of the proletariat will meet 
still better the need of the socialist economic base and 
the need to consolidate the dictatorship of the proletariat 
and prevent the restoration of capitalism. 


Chairman Mao Jong ago taught us: “Without extensive 
people’s democracy, the dictatorship of the proletariat cannot 
be consolidated and political power will be uustable. Without 
democracy, without arousing the masses and without supervision 
by the masses, it is impossible effectively to exercise dictatorship 
oyer the reactionaries and bad elements or effectively to reform 
them ; they will continue to make trouble, and there is still 
the possibility of a restoration. We should be vigilant on this 
question, and comrades should think about it carefully.” 
(From the speech at the 7,000-strong meeting in 1962.) 


The great proletarian cultural revolution has aroused 
the masses to the fullest extent. The broad revolutionary 
masses are paying attention to the major issue of consolida- 
ting proletarian political power and are taking an active 
part in exercising dictatorship over the class enemy. This 
is dictatorship by the overwhelming majority over a tiny 
minority, a dictatorship by the proletariat and the masses 
of the people over the bourgeoisie and all reactionaries, and 
a dictatorship by the masses of the people under the leader- 
ship of the political party of the proletariat. With the 
gradual winning of all-round victory in the great cultural 
revolution and the establishment, improvement and growth 
of revolutionary committees at all levels, the dictatorship 
of the proletariat, in which the masses of the people are 
aroused to participate,will display ever greater revolutionary 
power: 
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IV 

The great historic contributions of the mass movement 
of the great proletarian cultural revolution are magnificent 
and indelible. 

The victory of the mass movement of the great 
proletarian cultural revolution is irresistible. 

With inveterate class hatred, the handful of class 
enemies, facing their last days but unreconciled to their 
doom, are frantically opposing the revolutionary mass 
movement and trying in vain to negate the tremendous 
victories of the great projetarian cultural revolution. 
But the law of history inexorable and operates independent 
of their will, No matter what criminal conspiracies and 
sabotage they may undertake,and no matter how much they 
may stir up the evil Right deviationist trend of trying to 
reverse correct decisions, they will end up crushed by the 
revolutionary mass movement. 

The influence of the tremendous victories in our great 
proletarian cultural revolution over the past two years 
has spread throughout the world, inspiring the militant 
will of the revolutionary people of all countries. We can 
see that the great proletarian cultural revolution has played 
a certain role in pushing. forward the revolutionary mass 
movement in countries ruled by the imperialists and their 
lackeys and in countries ruled by the revisionist renegade 
cliques. The great proletarian cultural revolution which is 
guided by Mao T'se-tung’s thought has inspired the heroism 
of the revolutionary people the world over in daring to 
Struggle and to win. It has won enthusiastic support from 
Marxist-Leninists and the revolutionary masses throughout 
the world. 

China’s great proletarian cultural revolution has aroused 
extreme fear, hatred and panic among the imperialists, 
the modern revisionists and the reactionaries of all 
countries. These bourgeois overlords always pin their 
hopes on the “premature end” of China’s3great proletarian 
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cultural revolution, on the ‘collapse’ of China’s proletarian 
political power. Like witches, they mutter vicious curses 
about “the gloomy prospects of the cultural revolution.” 
But the fond dreams of these overlords have been crushed 
under the strides of the victorious advance of China’s pro- 
letarian revolutionaries and the broad revolutionary masses. 

The sweeping torrent of China’s great proletarian 
cultural revolution is breaking through all obstacles and 
surging forward with powerful momentum. 

We are at the key moment of winning all-round victory 
in the great preletarian cultural revolution. We still face 
arduous struggles. 

In this new situation, we should follow Chairman Mao’s 
teachings,, guard against arrogance and rashness, and 
advance from victory to victory. We should constantly sum 
up our experience, pay profound attention at all times to 
investigation and study, be alert to mew trends, new 
characteristics and new problems in the class struggle, and 
hold firmly to the general orientation of the struggle. 

We should resolutely safeguard the leadership of the 
proletarian headquarters headed by Chairman Mao and 
with Vice-Chairman Lin Piao as the deputy leader, expose 
and smash all conspiracies and schemes by the class enemy 
to undermine the proletarian headquarters. We should 
further purify and consolidate our clas ranks, unite and win 
over our allies, and continue to launch offensives against 
the class enemy. We should stricly differentiate contradic- 
tions between the enemy and ourselves from contradictions 
among the people. With regard to errors within the 
revolutionary ranks, we should persist in Chairman Mao’s 
traditional policy of “learning from past mistakes to avoid 
future ones, curing the sickness to save the patient.”’ 

We should proceed from the cardinal issue of the 
struggle between the two lines and deepen the revolutionary 
mass criticism and repudiation. We should repudiate the 
reactionary bourgeois ideas which come from the Right and 
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from the ultra “Teft,”” resolutely oppose Right opportunism, 
Right capitulationism and Right splittism, and completely 
smash the evil Right deviationist trend of trying to reverse 
correct decisions. 

We should carry forward the enthusiastic mass move- 
ment for the creative study and application of Mao Tse- 
tung’s thought on a still wider scale, continue to exert 
great efforts to run Mao T'se-tung’s thought study classes 
effectively, energetically strive to consolidate and develop 
the revolutionary great alliance on the basis of departments, 
trades and school classes and the revolutionary ‘‘three-in- 
one” combination, unite the great majority of the cadres 
and the masses, make a success of struggle-criticism- 
transformation in each and every unit, grasp revolution, 
promote production and other work and preparedness against 
war and do still better in all fields. 

The great Chinese People’s Liberation Army has made 
tremendous contributions in the great proletarian cultural 
revolution, We should continue to develop the movement 
to support the army and cherish the people and strengthen 
the unity between the army and the people. 

We should cherish and support the new-born revolu- 
tionary committees so that they are steadily consolidated 
and improved and become fighting headquarters which hold 
aloft the great red banner of Mao Tse-tung’s thought and 
put proletarian politics to the fore. The revolutionary 
committees should lead the masses in their tens of millions 
to win new victories and carry the great proletarian 
cultural revolution through to the end. 

Let us rally firmly around the banner of Mao Tse-tung’s 
thought, resolutely follow Chairman Mao’s proletarian 
revolutionary line and fight unremittingly to fulfil in an 
all-round way the momentous historic task of the great 
proletarian cultural revolution which is the first of its kind 
in the history of mankind! New victories call to us, let us 
march forward courageously ! 











China’s Great Revolution 
and 


the Soviet Union’s Big Tragedy 


[Observer, People’s Daily ; from Hsinhua News Agency 
June 4, 1967] 


From the beginning, China’s Great Proletarian Cultural 
Revolution has hit the Soviet revisionist clique of renegades 
in the solar-plexus: and shaken their tottering “throne.”’ 

Throughout the past year, scarcely one day has passed 
without the Soviet revisionist clique, headed by Brezhnev 
and Kosygin, slandering, attacking and vilifying China’s 
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution. In a constant 
outpouring of venom, they allege, that China’s great cultural 
revolution is a “‘big tragedy.” 

Is this strange? Not at all. History shows that a 
genuine, great revolution is always a joyous festival to the 
revolutionary people but a big tragedy to the reactionary 
forces. 

When the great Paris Commune came into being, Marx 
hailed it as the greatest day for the proletariat, But the 
monarchs .and bourgeois rulers in Europecried out in alarm 
that it was a catastrophe. 

When the salvoes were fired by the cruiser Aurora in 
1917 and when the song of triumph was sounded for the 
Great Russian October Revolution, how elated and inspired 
were the proletarians and other revolutionary people the 
world over! But then the imperialists and the renegades 
of the Second International said through clenched teeth 
that this would be the “last act” of the Russian Revolution, 


that it was “arbitrariness” and an “adventure of the 
Bolsheviks,” 


Reprinted from “World Revolution," Vol. 1, No. 1, Winter 1967. 
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CHINA’S GREAT REVOLUTION 


When victory was won by the Great Chinese Revolution 
+n 1949, how jubilant were the people throughout Chins and 
4s t of the world! But then U.S. imperialism cried 
rn e anic that the situation in China was “‘unfortunate”’ 
Be cizagic” that it was a ‘most anguished period.” 
a The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution now going on 
in China is @ revolutionary movement which is more ee 
going and larger in scale than the Paris Commune, ¢ e 
October Revolution and all past revolutions in ka 
Isn’t it quite logical that such a great revolution ‘shou 
give rise to howls and abuse from the Soviet ea 
clique of renegades and all reactionary forces in the wor ? 
Who abused the first Soviets created by the Russian 
working class? Lenin wrote after the Russian nares 
Revolution that they were “all the bourgeois scoun e ; 
the whole gang of blood-suckers with Kautsky echoing 
encod Kosygin and their like today are ‘disciples of 
the renegade Kautsky, whom Lenin bitterly eH Lo 
abusing China’s great cultural revolution as a big trage ly 
they only expose themselves fully as aera 
Indeed a big tragedy has taken place in the 2 
communist movement of our times. It oceurred in the 
Soviet Union, not in China. Its authors are gunn’ oe 
gang of big renegades and scabs represented by Khrushchov 
and his suecessors Brezhnev, Kosygin and Company. 
Revisionism is now dominant in the homeland fe) 
Leninism where the banner of the great Lenin has been 
lowered and trampled underfoot by the Khrushchoyv 
a casa ered Union, the first socialist state in the 
world, set up by Lenin, the dictatorship of the prone 
has today become the dictatorship of the acer 
capitalism has been restored and the socialist state 


changed colour. : 
The Soviet people who performed praiseworthy acts 
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under the guidance of Lenin and the leadership of Stalin 
have today again been reduced to the position of oppressed 
and exploited. The fruits of the revolution won through 
protracted struggles and watered: with their blood, have 
been appropriated. 

In the Soviet Union, which people throughout the world 
looked upon as the bastion of world revolution and millions 
upon millions of revolutionaries turned to, the ruling clique 
has today become the chief accomplice of U.S. imperialism 
and another headquarters of world reaction. The star over 
the Kremlin has completely lost its radiance. 

What a fearful picture this presents and what a serious, 
big retrogression in history ! 

The history of the international communist movement 
provides almost no instance of proletarian state power being 
toppled in a socialist country by the international bour- 
geoisie through armed attack from without, But a fortress 
can most easily be taken from within. Imperialism, 
which is at the end of its rope, while using war threats and 
intimidation against socialist countries from without is now 
mainly using the Khrushchov clique to carry out subversion 
from within and has effected ‘‘peaceful evolution’ in the 
Soviet Union without using a single soldier or a single 
round of ammunition. Is this not a major historical 
lesson ? 

The great historical retrogression in the Soviet Union 
has confronted the international communist movement 
with an extremely important new question, that is, after 
Seizing power how will the proletariat retain it and prevent 
the restoration of capitalism? How can the socialist 
revolution be carried through to the end in acute and 
complex class struggle 7 These are major questions which 
all our Marxist-Leninist predecessors did not encounter, 
did not live long enough to solve, or were unable to solve, 

It isthe greatest Marxist-Leninist of the present era, 
our talented leader Chairman Mao, and the historically 
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unparalleled Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution in China, 
led by him, that have solved these questions theoretically 
and given answers to these questions through the earth- 
shaking revolutionary practice of millions upon millions of 

e. 
os, most fundamental lesson to be drawn from why 
the tragedy took place in the Soviet Union is that prole- 
tarian state power has been usurped by the Khrushohov 
revisionist clique. After the death of the great Marxist- 
Leninist Stalin, Khrushchov a careerist and long-time 
schemer who sneaked into the Party, and others, found the 
conditions ripe and staged a palace coup and usurped Party, 
army and state authority in the Soviet Union. From that 
point,state power in the Soviet Union changed its character, 
A dictatorship of the bourgeoisie has replaced the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat and the bourgeoisie has effected 
counter-revolutionary restoration through its agents. 
Chairman Mao has pointed out : “These representatives of 

the bourgeoisie who have sneaked into the Party, the 

government, and the army and various cultural circles 
are a bunch of counter-revolutionary revisionists. 

Once conditions are ripe, they will seize political power 

and turn the dictatorship of the proletariat into a 

dictatorship of the bourgeoisie.” 

China’s Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution is the 
result of studying the serious historical lesson of the 
Soviet Union. 

This great revolution has educated and tempered the 
Chinese people very deeply and has also educated and 
influenced the revolutionary people profoundly the world 
over. Throughout the world as well as in China, 
thousands upon thousands of revolutionaries, by their own 
experience, or observation, of China’s Great Froletarian 
Cultural Revolution, by comparison and analysis, are arming 
themselves more fully with the infinitely brilliant thought 
of Mao Tse-tung. Revolutionary theory, once grasped 
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by the masses, releases an infinitely powerful material force 
for the transformation of the world, 

Through this great revolution all revolutionary people 
understand ever more clearly that during the entire 
historical period of the dictatorship of the proletariat, 
classes, class struggle and struggle between the socialist 
road and capitalist road exist in society, And, consequently, 
the danger of a capitalist restoration exists for a long 
period. 

Through this great revolution, all revolutionaries are 
understanding more and more clearly that in the class 
struggle under the dictatorship of the proletariat the most 
basic thing remains political power. The proletariat 
wants to consolidate its political power and the bourgeoisie 
wants to overthrow it. The proletariat wants to consolidate 
the dictatorship of the proletariat and the bourgeoisie 
wants to overthrow it. This is a life and death struggle. 
If we lose our vigilance, state power will be usurped by 
persons of the Khrushchoy brand and the political power of 
the proletariat will be lost after it has been seized. 

Through this great cultural revolution all revolutionaries 
understand ever more clearly that the danger of capitalist 
restoration comes mainly from those representatives of the 
bourgeoisie who have sneaked into the organs of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat, from the handful of Party 
persons in authority taking the capitalist road. The con- 
tradictions between the proletariat and the handful of Party 
persons in authority taking the capitalist road is the main 
contradiction in socialist society. This is the concentrated 
expression of the class struggle between the proletariat and 
the bourgeoisie and between the socialist road and the 
capitalist road. The handful of Party persons in authority 
taking the capitalist road are the main target of the reyo- 
lution under the dictatorship of the proletariat, 

Through this great cultural revolution, all revolution. 
a¥ies are coming to understand more clearly that the class 
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struggle of the proletariat against the bourgeoisie in 

jdeological sphere is of vital importance and necessi y. 

Chairman Mao says: “To overthrow a capitalist power, it 
is always necessary first of all to create public opinion, 
to do work in the ideological. sphere. This is true for 
the revolutionary class as well as for the counter-revolu- 
tionary class.’’ And therefore, “the class struggle in 
the ideological field between the proletariat and the 
bourgeoisie will continue to be long and tortuous and 
at times will ever become very acute.” If the proletariat 

does not thoroughly defeat the bourgeoisie in the ideolo- 

gical and ‘cultural revolution, then the bourgeoisie will, 
first of all, attack the proletariat from the ideological and 
cultural positions, the political power of the proletariat 
may still be seized by the bourgeoisie and everything that 
has been achieved through struggle by the labouring people 

may still be destroyed one day. . 
Through this great cultural revolution all revolutionaries 

uuderstand more and more clearly that proletarian mass 
democracy is the best form for arousing the masses to 
revolutionary struggles .under the dictatorship of the 
proletariat. Proletarian revolutionaries and the revolu- 
tionary masses are undertaking a mass movement of the 
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution from below, bringing 
out into the open persons of the Khrushchoy brand, 
exposing the handful of Party persons in authority taking 
the capitalist road, thoroughly refuting and repudiating 
them, seizing power frometheir hands and insuring that 
the political power of the proletariat is firmly in the hands 
of the proletarian revolutionaries. 

Chairman Mao teaches: “The present great cultural 
revolution is only the first, andin the future there are 
bound to be many others. In the revolution the ques- 
tion of who will win will only be settled over a very 
long historical period. If things are not properly 
handled, a capitalist restoration is a possibility at any 
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time. All members of the Communist Party and the 

people of theewhole country must not think that every- 

thing will be all right after one or two great cultural 
revolutions or even three or four, We must be very alert 
and never lose vigilance.” 

In a word, through this great revolution, all revolutiona- 
ries will come to understand more and more clearly the 
laws of development of socialist society, the laws of the 
class struggle in socialist society and the laws of the 
revolution under the dictatorship of the proletariat. All 
this is the great result achieved by our great leader 
Chairman Mao Tse-tung after penetratingly summing up 
the historical experience of the international proletarian 
revolution and the dictatorship of the proletariat, especially 
the historical lessons of the restoration of capitalism in 
the Soviet Union and analyzing the contradictions in 
socialist society, thereby creatively developing Marxism- 
Leninism. 

Marx and Engels analyzed the contradictions in 
capitalist society, discovered the law of the inevitable 
extinction of capitalism and created the theory of scientific 
socialism, 

Lenin and Stalin developed Marxism. They analyzed 
the contradictions of imperialism, solved a series of problems 
concerning the revolution of the proletariat in the epoch of 
imperialism, and resolved in theory and -practice the 
question of realizying the dictatorship of the proletariat in 
a single country. 

Chairman Mao has developed Marxism-Leninism still 
further in solving a series of problems in the proletarian 
revolution in the present era, andin solving in theory and 
practice the problem of how to carry on the revolution 
under the dictatorship of the proletariat and how to prevent 
the restoration of capitalism. This is a great leap forward 
in the revolutionary theory of Marxism-Leninism, It 
indicates that Marxism-Leninism has reached a brand new 
stage, the stage of Mao Tse-tung’s thought. 
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Thus the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution now 
being carried out in China in line with the scientific theories 
formulated by Chairman Mao Tse-tung has prevented not 
only repetition of the tragedy of the Soviet Union in China, 
but also smashed the dream of imperialism and revisionism 
to restore capitalism in China, Furthermore, it has opened 
up a new epoch in the international communist movement, 
a new era in the proletarian world revolution for socialism. 

China’s great cultural revolution is an event for great 
rejoicing, a great hope and an immense inspiration to the 
proletariat and revolutionaries all over the world, a heart 
stirring song of triumph of the international proletariat 
which resounds all over the globe. But to imperialism and 
the Soviet revisionist renegade group, it indeed comes as a 
cause for anguish and deep regret, as a calamity because 
their death now has been sounded, and the end of their 
days is approaching. ‘Their “throne”’ is tottering. 

In the history of mankind, the replacement of one social 
system by another go thrgugh twists and turns and rever- 
sals, This was true also of the bourgeois revolution which 
was the replacement of one system of exploitation by 
another. It is therefore still more inconceivable that there 
would be no twists and turns and reversals in the proletarian 
revolution which aims to eliminate all systems of 
exploitation. 

From the historical materialist point of view, the 
great reversal of history created by the renegade group of 
the Soviet ruling clique of the Soviet Union is only an 
episode in history. 1t is indeed an immensely bad thing. 
Yet Chairman Mao has summed up the positive and 
negative historical experience and found the way to prevent 
the restoration of capitalism, thus turning this immensely 
bad thing into an immensely good thing. 


We are. now in a new era, an era under the great banner 
of Mao T'se-tung’s thought. Marxist-Leninists and the 
revolutionary people all over the world, equipped with the 
great invincible thought of Mao Tse-tung, will certainly 
be able fo smash the old world into smithereens and drive 
the imperialists, modern revisionists and the reactionaries 
of all countries, these monsters and demons, off the stage 
of history. 


L—5 





Editorial of Red Flag (Hongqi), No. 9, 1966. 


Trust The Masses, 
Rely On The Masses 


A mass movement of the great proletarian cultural revo- 
lution is now arising throughout the country. In response 
to the call of the Party’s Central Committee and Chairman 
Mao Tse-tung, the revolutionary masses in their tens of 
millions, with the force of a thunderbolt, have launched a 
sharp struggle against the anti-Party and anti-socialist 
representatives of the the bourgeoisie. The monsters have 
been engulfed in the great ocean of the broad masses and 
been dealt extremely heavy blows. 

To carry out this great proletarian cultural revolution 
by arousing the broad masses and employing the method 
of mass movement is a great creative act. 

A fundamental feature of this great proletarian cultural 
revolution is this—hundreds of millions of people have 
risen up and are criticizing the old world. 

Chairman Mao tells us: ‘The revolutionary war is @ 
war of the masses ; it can be waged only by mobilizing the 
masses and relying on them.”’ 

This is a universal truth, It is true of the revolutionary 
war, it is true of the whole proletarian cause, and without 
question, it is also true of the great proletarian cultural 
revolution, Without a mass movement, there can be no 
proletarian revolution. Likewise, without a mass move- 
ment, there can be no great proletarian cultural revolution. 

In the past, our Party relied on the broad masses of the 
people to wage the revolutionary wars that overthrew the 
rule of imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism/ 
It was precisely the organized, broad masses of the people 
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Jed by Chairman Mao who overthrew the old China under 
the rule of the Kuomintang reactionaries and founded New 
China under the dictatorship of the proletariat, Today, in 
earrying out this great proletarian cultural revolution which 
touches the people to their very souls, our Party must also 
rely on the broad masses of the people. Whether the gun 
or the pen is used as the weapon in criticizing the old 
world, it is necessary to rely on the masses. 

The great proletarian cultural revolution is the revolu- 
tionary cause of the masses. Throughout its whole course 
it is necessary to rely on the masses and boldly arouse 
them. Only by a mass mobilization, an energetic mass 
movement, the use of big-character posters and a full airing 
of views and great debates will the great proletarian cul- 
tural revolution be able to develop in breadth and depth, 
will it be able to expose and strike down monsters of all 
kinds, to really settle the question of who will win in the 
ideological field—the proletariat or the bourgeoisie, and 
victoriously fulfil its tasks. 

History has proved that the revolutionary masses are 
the grave-diggers of the reactionary state machine and the 
reactionary social system. And history will certainly prove 
the revolutionary masses to be the grave-diggers of all 
exploiting-class ideology. 

An immense enthusiasm for the cultural revolution is 
to be found among the broad masses of the people. In 
recent years, revolutionary cadres, revolutionary intellectuals 
and, especially, the broad masses of the workers, peasants 
and soldiers, have achieved great successes in their creative 
Study and application of Chairman Mao’s works. They 
have grasped Moe T'se-tung’s thought and made good use 
of his works in class struggle, in the struggle for production 
and in scientific experiment, In the current proletarian 
cultural revolution, too, they are making good use of Chair- 
man Mao's works. They are the true wall of bronze that 
Protects the dictatorship of the proletariat. They are the 
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main force for destroying the ideological and cultural posi- 
tions in which the representatives of the bourgeoisie have 
entrenched themselves. To underestimate this would lead 
to gross error. 

The great proletarian cultural revolutionary movement 
which has been sweeping ahead magnificently over the 
past few months has proved : 

That the broad masses of the people who have grasped 
Mao Tse-tung’s thought are extremely able when it comes 
to detecting monsters and seing through them ; 

That the broad masses of the people who have grasped 
Mao Tse-tung’s thought fight most effectively against the 
monsters and deal them most accurate and heavy blows ; 

That the broad masses of the people who have grasped§ 
Mao Tse-tung’s thought are most skilled in waging 
struggles and most skilled in thoroughly repudiating the 
representatives of the bourgeoisie by citing facts and 
reasoning things out. 

The great proletarian cultural revolutionary movement 
which has been sweeping ahead magnificently over the 
past few months has proved : 

That the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party 
armed with Mao T'se-tung’s thought, is the fundamental 


guarantee for victory in the great proletarian cultural | 


revolution, 

Correct Party leadership means to be skilful at following 
the mass line and to take the bold arousing of the masses 
as the frndamental basis of the movement from beginning 
to end. The inexhaustible strength of our Party stems 
from its confidence in and reliance on the masses. Con- 
fidence in, reliance on and the bold arousing of the masses, 
and the energetic development of the mass movement, 
constitute an extremely important policy of our Party in 
carrying out the great proletarian cultural revolution. 

Whether one trusts and relies on the masses and dares 
to arouse them boldly marks the dividing line between the 
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proletarian world outlook and the bourgeois world outlook 
aa fundamentally differentiates a genuine Marxist-Leninist 
Party from all revisionist parties. Our Party is strong 
because it trusts and relies on the masses and dares to 
arouse them boldly. Only by marching at the head of the 
mass movement and arousing the masses fearlessly can the 
function of leadership be exercised in the great proletarian 
cultural revolution, Fear of the masses and the mass 
movement goes against the principle of Party leadership 
which Chairman Mao has constantly taught us and makes 
leadership completely out of the question. 

Chairman Mao has taught us that, in the great prole- 
tarian cultural revolution, it is essential to organize and 
expand the ranks of the proletarian Left and to rely on 
them to arouse, unite with and educate the masses. 

A resolute proletarian revolutionary Left exists in every 
part of the country. The overwhelming majority of the 
members of the Chinese Communist Party and the Chinese 
Communist Youth League are trustworthy and reliable. 
Under the correct leadership of the Party, they form the 
nucleus of the proletarian revolutionary Left. 

Those of the proletarian revolutionary Left are the most 
faithful in following the teachings of the Party and Chair- 
man Mao ‘T'se-tung. They are the bravest and the 
most resolute people in the revolution. They are the most 
capable of uniting with the majority, and they are able 
to serve as models in the struggle. They are the vanguard 
in this great proletarian cultural revolution. 

Our Party must rely onthe resolute Left in all areas 
and all departments. It must not be trammelled by erro- 
neous conventions about rank, working experience and age, 
but must orgenize the resolute Left as the backbone of 
the movement and boldly arouse them to play the role of 
vanguard in the great proletarian cultural revolution. 

Only by relying on the rosolute Left and by arousing 
the masses boldly will it be possible truly to implement 
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the instructions of Chairman Mao and the Party’s Central 
Committee and distinguish genuine revolutionaries from 
sham ones, and revolutionaries from counter-revolutionaries. 
Only in this way will it be possible to lead the great prole- 
tarian cultural revolution and enable it to develop ina 
healthy way. 

According to Chairman Mao’s teachings, it is a funda- 
mental principle of the Party’s method of leadership that 
the leadership should be combined with the masses. This 
principle must also be persistently adhered to in the great 
proletarian cultural revolution, 

The mass line is the fundamental line of the Party in 
all work. The masses of the people are the source of 
strength in all of our revolutionary work. By relying on 
the masses of the people, we can overcome all difficulties, 
triumph over all enemies, and do all our work well. Once 
divorced from the masses, we shall become like water 
without a source, a tree without roots, and we shall accom- 
plish nothing. Chairman Mao has said : 

Every comrade must be helped to understand 
that as long as we rely on the people, believe firmly 
in the inexhaustible creative power of the masses 
and hence trust and identify ourselves with them, 
we can surmount any difficulty, and no enemy can 
crush us while we can crush any enemy. 

In the great proletarian cultural revolution, we must 
follow Chairman Mao’s teachings, trust the masses, rely 
on them, boldly arouse them and be at one with them, so 
as to carry the great proletarian cultural revolution through 
to the end. 


From the Masses, 
To the Masses 


Comnavz Mao T'se-tung has said: “In all the practical 
work of our Party, all correct leadership is necessarily ‘from 
the masses, to the masses’. This also holds good for the 
work of the proletarian cultural revolution. 

Wherever a unit has done its work wellin the movement 
of the cultural revolution, it is because the leaders there, 
acting on the teachings of Comrade Mao Tse-tung, have 
marched in the van of the movement, boldly aroused the 
masses, boldly encouraged them to put up big-character 
posters, air their opinions without reservation and hold 
great debates, and led them into the battle to sweep away 
all the ghosts and monsters. 

Such good leaders have been able to serve first as pupils 
of the masses before they serve as their teachers. 

They have been able to listen, observe, and think a good 
deal and pay a good deal of attention to the views of the 
masses. 

They have dared to “‘draw fire’ on themselves by 
calling for exposure and criticism of their shortcomings 
and mistakes. in their work. 

They welcomed the big-character posters put up by the 
masses that expose and criticize them, and thus showed a 
fine communist style. 

In this way, they have won the confidence of the masses, 
and, in their work; gained the initiative, the right to speak 
out and the right to lead ; therefore they are able to guide 
the movement successfully. 
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But some other people occupying leading posts in their 
units have not been acting like this, but rather like the 
proverbial Lord Sheh who claimed to be fond of dragons 
but in fact was mortally afraid of them. They have talked 
about the mass line but they took fright as soon as the 
masses were really roused. They are afraid of many things, 
fearing that they themselves will be caught in the revolu- 
tionary flames lit by the masses and that the masses will 
seize on their shortcomings and mistakes. In fact, so long 
as comrades who haye committed ordinary mistakes dare 
to take their shortcomings and mistakes seriously, are 
sincere and earnest in their self-criticism, modestly accept 
the criticism of the masses, and show by deeds their 
determination and willingness to correct their mistakes, 
the masses will understand and excuse them and will 
welcome them doing so. 

Then there are a handful of other people who have 
adopted the attitude of bureaucratic overlords towards the 
masses and placed themselves above the masses. They 
utterly refused to listen to the opinions of the masses, 
When the masses put out a few big-character posters 
criticizing them, they could not bear it. They even sought 
various pretexts to suppress the mass movement and 
retaliate against the masses in revenge. Acting in this 
way, they cannot lead the cultural revolution and cannot 
muddle on any longer. In consequence, the masses will 
discard them. 

Comrade Mao Tse-tung has said: “All our cadres, 
whatever their rank, are servants of the people, and whatever 
we do is to serve the people.” 

It is absolutely impermissible for Communist Party 
members to take the attitude of bourgeois overlords towards 
the masses. The great proletarian cultural revolution is 
precisely a revolution against bourgéois overlords. If a 
Communist does not learn modestly from the masses but 
adopts the attitude of a bureaucrat towards them, in what 
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sense is he a Communist ? This is absolutely contrary to 
the Communist Party style of work, it is the Kuomintang 
stvle of work. 
a Back in Yenan Comrade Mao T'se-tung said that it 
was necessary to distinguish between the Communist 
Party’s style of work and that of the Kuomintang. Our 
Communist Party style is to have close links with the 
masses, learn from them and wholeheartedly serve the 
people, and, just as we wash our faces or sweep the floor 
every day, to undertake constant self-criticism of our own 
shortcomings and mistakes. The Kuomintang style is to 
divorce oneself from the masses, lord it over them and 
bully them. 

Comrade Mao Tsse-tung has said that Communist Party 
members absolutely cannot retain the Kuomintang style of 
work and preserve the dust of bureaucratism and 
warlordism, 

The overwhelming majority of the Communist Party 
members are able to draw the distinction between the 
Communist Party style of work and the Kuomintang style 
of work, However, some are able to do so only at certain 
times and not at others, or only on some questions and not 
on others, It isa most dangerous thing for a Communist 
Party member to be unable to see the line that divides the 
Communist Party style from that of the Kuomintang, for 
he will find himself standing on the wrong side of the line 
and in opposition to the revolutionary mass movement, , 

The road of revolution is never straight and smooth ; it 
always has twists and turns and ups and downs. It is 
inevitable that certain shortcomings and mistakes and 
twists and turns should appear in the course of the move- 
ment of the great proletarian cultural revolution—a revo- 
lution that touches people to their very souls, an extremely 
sharp, complex and deep-going class struggle. What 
matters is that we should spare no efforts to do a still better 
job in leading the movement, ensure the movement to 
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develop in a still healthier way, and strive to make fewer 
mistakes and have fewer twists. 

Can the movement be led ina better way ? Certainly it 
can, This calls for the thorough implementation of the 
Party’s mass line put forward by Comrade Mao T’se-tung 
and the persistent carrying out of the line of boldly mobi- 
lizing the masses. 

The great proletarian cultural revolution is developing 
with such speed and force that many people find themselves 
insufficiently prepared mentally. Every Communist Party 
member must be tested in this great revolution, in the 
flame of the mass struggles. They must prove by their 
actions that they are the faithful servants of the masses, 
and that they really take Comrade Mao Tse-tung’s teachings 
as the supreme guide in all their actions. 


Summary of the Forum on the Work 
in Literature And Art in the Armed 
Forces With Which Comrade Lin 


Piao Entrusted Comrade 
Chiang Ching 


Exrrustep by Comrade Lin Piao with the task, Comrade 
Chiang Ching invited some comrades in the armed forces 
toa forum held in Shanghai form February 2 to 20, 1966, 
to discuss certain questions concerning the work in 
literature and art in the armed forces. 

Before these comrades left for Shanghai, Comrade Lin 
Piao gave them the following instructions: “Comrade 
Chiang Ching talked with me yesterday. She is very sharp 
politically on questions of literature and art, and she really 
knows art. She has many opinions, and they are very 
valuable. You should pay good attention to them and take 
measures to insure that they are applied ideologically and 
organizationally. From now on, the army’s documents 
concerning literature and art should be sent to her. Get in 
touch with her when you have any information for her to 
keep her well posted on the situation in literary and art 
work in the armed forces. Ask her for her opinions, which 
will help improve this work. We should not rest content 
with either the present ideological level or the present 
artistie level of such work, both of which need further 
improvement.” Comrade Hsiao Hua aad Comrade Yang 


——— 
PEKING REVIEW, June 2, 1967. 
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Cheng-wu expressed enthusiastic approval of and support 
for the forum and instructed us to act in accordance with 
Comrade Chiang Ching’s opinions. They also expressed 
their thanks to Comrade Chiang Ching for her concern for 
the work in literature and art in the armed forces. 

At the beginning of the forum and in the course of the 
exchange of views, Comrade Chiang Ching said time and 
again that she had not studied Chairman Mao’s works well 
enough and that her comprehension of Chairman Mao’s 
thought was not profound, but that whatever points she 
had grasped she would act upon resolutely, She said that 
during the last four years she had largely concentrated on 
reading a number of literary works and had formed certain 
ideas, not all of which were necessarily correct. She said 
that we were all Party members and that for the cause of 
the Party we should discuss things together on an equal 
footing. This discussion should have been held last year 
but had been postponed because she had not been in good 
health. As her health had recently improved, she had 
invited the comrades to join in discussions according to 
Comrade Lin Piao’s instructions. 
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Chairman Mao’s thought is quite profound and that she 
has made a prolonged and fairly full investigation and study 
of current problems in the field of literature and art and has 
gained rich practical experience through her personal 
exertions in cultivating ‘‘expcrimental plots of land.”’ 
Taking up her work while she was still in poor health, she 
held discussions and saw films and theatrical performances 
together with us and was always modest, warm and sincere. 
All this has enlightened and helped us a great deal, 


II 


In the course of about 20 days, we read two of Chairman 
Mao’s writings and other relevant material, listened to 
Comrade Chiang Ching’s many highly important opinions 
and saw more than 80 films, including good and bad ones 
and others with shortcomings and mistakes of varying 
degrees. We also saw two comparatively successful Peking 
operas on contemporary revolutionary themes, namely, Raid 


on the White Tiger Regiment and Taking the Bandits’ 
Stronghdld. All this helped to deepen our comprehension 
of Chairman Mao’s thought on literature and art and raise 
the level of our understanding of the socialist cultural 
revolution. Here are a number of ideas which we discussed 
and agreed upon at the forum. 

1. The last 16 years have witnessed sharp class struggles 
on the cultural front. 


Comrade Chiang Ching suggested that we read and see a 
number of items first and then study relevant documents 
and material before discussing them. She advised us to 
read Chairman Mao’s relevant writings, had eight private 
discussions with a comrade from the army and attended 

- four group discussions, 13 film shows and three theatrical 
performances together with us. She also exchanged 
opinions with us while watching the films and the theatrical 
performances. And she advised us to see 21 other films. 
During this period, Comrade Chiang Ching saw a sample 
copy of the film The Great Wall Along the South China Sea, 
received the directors, cameramen and part of the cast and 
a talked with them three times, which was a great education 

a . i and inspiration to them. From our contacts with Comrade 

im «| Chiang Ching we realize that her understanding of 
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Actually in both stages of our revolution, the new-demo- 
cratic stage and the socialist stage, there has been a struggle 
between the two classes and the two lines on the cultural 
front, that is, the struggle between the proletariat and the 
bourgeoisie for leadership on this front. In the history 
of our Party, the struggle against both ‘‘Left’’ and Right 
opportunism has also included struggles between the two 
lines on the cultural front. Wang Ming’s line represented 
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Party. In the rectification movement which started in 
1942, Chairman Mao made a thorough theoretical refutation 
first of Wang Ming’s political. military and organizational 
lines and then, immediately afterwards, of the cultural line 
he represented. Chairman Mao's “On New Democracy,” 
“Talks at the Yenan Forum on Literature and Art,’ and 
“Letter to the Yenan Peking Opera Theatre After Seeing 
‘Driven to Join the Liangshan Mountain Rebels,’”’ are the 
most complete, the most comprehensive and the most 
systematic historical summaries of this struggle between the 
two lines on the cultural front. They carry on and develop 
the Marxist-Leninist world outlook and theory on literature 
and art, After our revolution entered the socialist stage, 
Chairman Mao’s two writings, “On the Correct Handling 
of Contradictions Among the People’ and ‘‘Speech at the 
Chinese Communist Party’s National Conference on Propa- 
ganda Work,’ were published. They are the most recent 
summaries Of the historical experience of the movements 
for a revolutionary ideology and a revolutionary literature 
and art in China and other countries. They represent a 
new development of the Marxist-Leninist world outlook 
and of the Marxist-Leninist theory on literature and art. 
These five writings by Chairman Mao meet the needs of 
the proletariat adequately and for a long time to come. 
More than 20 years have elapsed since the publication 
of the first three of these five works by Chairman Mao and 
nearly ten years since the publication of the last two. 
However, since the founding of our People’s Republic, the 
ideas in these works have basically not been carried out by 
literary and art circles. Instead, we have been under the 


- dictatorship of a black anti-Party and anti-socialist line 


which is diametrically opposed to Chairman Mao’s thought. 
This black line is a combination of bourgeois ideas on 
literature and art, modern revisionist ideas on literature 
and art, and what is known as the lilerature and art of the 
1939s (in the Kuomintang areas of China). Typical 
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expressions of this line are such theories as those of “‘truth- 
ful writing’’, ‘‘the broad path of realism,” “the deepening of 
realism,’ opposition to ‘‘subject-matter as the decisive 
factor,’’ ‘‘middle characters,’ opposition to ‘the smell of 
gunpowder’ and “the spirit of the age as the merging of 
various trends.” Most of these views were refuted long 
ago by Chairman Mao inhis ‘Talks at the Yenan Forum 
on Literature and Art.’ In film circles there are people 
who advocate “discarding the classics and rebelling against 
orthodoxy,” in other words, discarding the classics of 
Marxism-Leninism, of Mao ‘T'se-tung’s thought, and 
rebelling against the orthodoxy of people’s revolutionary 
war, As a result of the influence or domination of this 
bourgeois and modern revisionist counter-current in litera- 
ture and and art, there have been few good or basically good 
works in the last decade or so (although there have been 
some ) which truly praise worker, peasant and soldier 
heroes and which serve the workers, peasants and soldiers ; 
many are mediocre, while some are anti-Party and anti- 
socialist poisonous weeds. In accordance with the instruc- 
tions of the Central Committee of the Party, we must 
resolutely carry ona great socialist revolution on the cul- 
tural front and completely eliminate this black line. After 
we are rid of this black line, still others will appear and 
the struggle must go on. Therefore, this is an arduous, 
complex and long-term struggle which will take decades, 
or even centuries. It is a cardinal issue which has a vital 
bearing on the future of the Chinese revolution and the 
future of the world revolution. 

A lesson to be drawn from the last decade or so is that 
we began to tackle the problem alittle late. We have 
taken up only afew specific questions and have not dealt 
With the whole problem systematically and comprehen- 
Sively; So long as we do not seize hold of the field of 
culture, we will inevitably forfeit many positions in this 
field to the black line and this is a serious lesson. After 
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the Tenth Plenary Session of the Central Committee in 
1952 adopted a resolution on unfolding of class struggle 
throughout the country, the struggle to foster proletarian 
ideology and liquidate bourgeois ideology in the cultural 
field has gradually developed. 

2. The last three years have seena new situation in 
the great socialist cultural revolution, The most out- 
standing example is the rise of Peking operas on contem- 
porary revolutionary themes. Led by the the Central 
Committee of the Party, headed by Chairman Mao, and 
armed with Marxism-Leninism, Mao T’se-tung’s thought, 
literary and art workers engaged in revolutionizing Peking 
opera have launched a heroic and tenacious offensive against 
the literature and art of the feudal class, the bourgeoisie 
and the modern revisionists. Under the irresistible impact 
of this offensive, Peking opera, formerly the most stubborn 
of strongholds, has been radically revolutionized, both in 
ideology and in form, which has started a revolutionary 
change in literary and art circles. Peking operas with 
contemporary revolutionary themes like The Red Lantern, 
Shachtapang, Taking the Bandits’ Stronghold and Raid 
on the White Tiger Regvment, the ballet Red Detachment 
of Women, the symphony Shachiapang and the group of 
clay sculptures Rent Collection Courtyard have been 
approved by the broad masses of workers, peasants and 
soldiers and acclaimed by Chinese and foreign audiences. 
They are pioneer efforts which will exert a profound and 


far-reaching influence on the socialist cultural revolution, 


They effectively prove that even that most stubborn of 
strongholds, Peking opera, can be taken by storm and 
revolutionized and that foreign classical art forms such as 
the ballet and symphonic music can also be remoulded to 
serve our purpose. This should give us still greater 
confidence in revolutionizing other art forms. Some 
people say that Peking operas with contemporary revolu- 
tionary themes have discarded the traditions and basic 
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skills of Peking opera. On the contrary, the fact is that 
Peking operas with contemporary revolutionary themes 
have inherited the Peking opera traditions in a critical 
way and have really weeded out the old to let the new 
emerge. The fact is not that the basic skills of Peking opera 
have been discarded but that they are no longer adequate. 
Those which cannot be used to reflect present-day life 

should and must be discarded. In order to reflect present- 
day life, we urgently need to refine, create, and gradually 
develop and enrich the basic skills of Peking opera through 
our experience of real life. At the same time, these 
successes deal,a powerful blow at conservatives of various 
descriptions and such views as the ‘box-office earnings” 
theory, the ‘foreign exchange earnings’ theory and the 
theory that ‘revolutionary works can’t travel abroad.” 

Another outstanding feature of the socialist cultural 
revolution in the last three years is the widespread mass 
activity of workers, peasants and soldiers on the fronts of 
ideology, literature and art, Workers, peasants and soldiers 
are now producing many fine philosophical articles which 
splendidly express Mao Tse-tung’s thought in terms of 
their own practice. They are also producing many fine 
works of literature and art in praise of the triumph*;of our 
socialist revolution, the big leap forward on all the fronts 
of socialist construction, our new heroes, and the brilliant 
leadership of our great Party and our great leader. In 
Particular, both in content and in form the numerous poems 
by workers, peasants and soldiers appearing on wall- 
Newspapers and black-boards represent an entirely new 
age, 

Of course, these are merely the first fruits of our socialist 
cultural revolutiou, the first step in our long march of ten 
thousand Ji, In order to safeguard and extend these 
&chievements and to carry the socialist cultural revolution 
through to the end, we must work hard for a long time. 

3. The struggle between the two roads on the front 
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of literature and art is bound to be reflected in the armed 
forces, which do not exist in a vacuum and cannot possibly 
be an exception to the rule. The Chinese People’s Libera- 
tion Army is the chief instrument of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat in China. It represents the mainstay and hope 
of the Chinese people and the revolutionary people of the 


_ world, Without a people’s army, neither the victory of 


our revolution nor the dictatorship of the proletariat and 
socialism would have been possible and the people would 
have nothing. Therefore, the enemy will inevitably try 
to undermine it from all sides and will inevitably use 
literature and art as weapons in his attempt to corrupt it 
ideologically. However, after Chairman Mao pointed out 
that basically, literary and art circles had not carried out 
the policies of the Party over the past 15 years, certain 
persons still claimed that the problem of the orientation of 
literature and art in our armed forces had already been 
solved, and that the problem to be solved was mainly one of 
raising the artistic level. This point of view is wrong and 
is not based on concrete analysis. In point of fact, some 
works of literature and art by our armed forces have a 
correct orientation and have reached a comparatively high 
artistic level; some have a correct orientation but their 
artistic level is low ; others have serious defects or mistakes 


in both political orientation and artistic form, and still 


others are anti-Party and anti-socialist poisonous weeds. 
The August First Studio has produced as bad a film as the 
Pressgang. This shows that the work in literature and 
art in the armed forces has also come under the influence 
of the black line to a greater or lesser degree. Besides, we 
have as yet trained relatively few creative workers who 
are really up to the mark; the ideological problems im 
creative work are still numerous, and the ranks are sti 
not so pure. We must analyse and solve these problems 


properly. 
4. The Liberation Army must play an important role 
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in the socialist cultural revolution. Comrade Lin Piao has 
kept a firm hold on the work in literature and art since he 
has been in charge of the work of the Military Commission 
of the Central Committee of the Party. The many instruc- 
tions he has given are correct. ‘The Resolution on Streng- 
thening Political and Ideological Work in the Armed 
Forces’’ adopted at the enlarged session of the Military 
Commission clearly specified that the aim of the work in 
literature and art in the armed forces was “to serve the 
cause of fostering proletarian ideology and liquidating bour- 
geois ideology and consolidating and improving fighting 
capacity in close conjunction with the tasks of the armed 
forces and in the context of their ideological situation.” 
There is already a nucleus of literary and art workers in 
the armed forces whom we have trained and who have been 
tempered in revolutionary war. A number of good works 
have been produced in the armed forces. Therefore, the 
Liberation Army must play its due role in the socialist 
cultural revolution and must fight bravely and unswer- 
vingly to carry out the policy that literature and art should 
serve the workers, peasants and soldiers and serve socialism. 

5. In the cultural revolution, there must be both des- 
truction and construction. Leaders must take personal 
charge and see to it that good models are created. The 
bourgeoisie has its reactionary ‘‘monologue on creating 
the new.’ We, too, should create what is new and original, 
new in the sense that it is socialist and original in the sense 
that it is proletarian. The basic task of socialist literature 
and art is to work hard and create heroic models of workers, 
Peasants and soldiers. Only when we have such models 
and successful experience in creating them will we be able 
to convince people, to consolidate the positions we hold 
4nd to knock the reactionaries’ stick out of their ead 

On this question, we should have a sense of pride and 
Hot of inferiority. 

We must destroy the blind faith in what is known as 
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the literature and art of the 1980s (in the Kuomintang areas 
of China), At that time, the Left-wing movement in litera 
ture and art followed Wang Ming’s “Teft’’ opportunist 
line politically; organizationally it practised closed- 
doorism and sectarianism; and its ideas on literature 
and art were virtually those of Russian bourgeois literary 
eritics such as Belinsky, Chernysheysky and Dobrolyuboy 
and of Stanislavsky in the theatrical field, all of whom 
were bourgeois democrats in tsarist Russia with bourgeois. 
ideas and not Marxist ones. The bourgeois-democratie 


revolution is a revolution in which one exploiting class” 


replaces another. It is only the proletarian socialist revolu- 


tion that finally destroys alleexploiting classes Therefore, 


we must not take the ideas of any bourgeois revolutionary 
as guiding principles for our proletarian movement in 
ideology or in literature and art. There were of course 
good things in the 1930s too, namely, the militant Left- 
wing movement in literature and art led by Lu Hsun, 
Around the middle of the 1930s, some Left-wing leaders 
under the influence of Wang Ming’s Right capitulationist 
line abandoned the Marxist-Leninist class standpoint and 
put forward the slogan of ‘‘a literature of national defence.” 
This was a bourgeois slogan. It was Iu Hsun who put 


forward the proletarian slogan of ‘‘a mass literature for the 


national revolutionary war.’’ Some Left-wing writers and 
artists, notably Iu Hsun, also raised the slogans that 
literature and art should serve the workers and peasants 
and that the workers and peasants should create their own 
literature and art. However, no systematic solution was 
found for the fundamental problem of the integration of 
literature and art with the workers, peasants and soldiers. 
The great majority of those Left-wing writers and artists 
were bourgeois nationalist-democrats, and a number failed 
to pass the test of the democratic revolution, while others 
have not given a good account of themselves under the: 
test of socialism, 
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We must destroy blind faith in Chinese and foreign 
classical literature. Stalin was a great Marxist-Leninist. 
His criticism of the modernist literature and art of the 
bourgeoisie was very sharp. But he uncritically took over 
what are known as the classics of Russia and Europe and 
the consequences were bad. The classical literature and 
art of China and of Europe (including Russia) and even 
American films have exercised a considerable influence on 
our literary and art circles, and some people have regar- 
ded them as holy writ and accepted them in their entirety. 
We should draw a lesson from Stalin’s experience. Old 
and foreign works should be studied too, and refusal to 
study them would be wrong; but we must study them 
critically, making the past serve the present and foreign 
works serve China. 

As for the relatively good Soviet revolutionary works 
of literature and art which appeared after the October 
Revolution, they too must be analysed and not blindly 
worshipped or, still less, blindly imitated. Blind imitation 
can never become art. Literature and art can only spring 
from the life of the people which is their sole source. 
This is borne out by the whole history of literature and 
art, past and present, Chinese and foreign. 

The rising forces in the world invariably defeat the 
forces of decay. Our People’s Liberation Army was weak 
and small at the beginning, but it eventually became strong 
and defeated the U.S.-Chiang Kai-shek reactionaries, 
Confronted with the excellent revolutionary situation af 
home and abroad and our glorious tasks, we should be 
proud to be thoroughgoing revolutionaries. We must have 
the confidence and courage to do things never previously 
attempted, because ours is a revolution to eliminate all 
exploiting classes and systems of exploitation once and for 
all and to root out all exploiting-class ideologies, which 
poison the minds of the people. Under the leadership of the 
Central Committee of the Party and Chairman Mao and 
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under the guidance of Marxism-Leninism, Mao T'se-tung’s 
thought, we must create a new socialist revolutionary 
literature and art worthy of our great country, our great 
Party, our great people and our great army. This will be a 
most brilliant new literature and art opening up a new era 
in human history. 

But it is no easy matter to create good models. Strategi- 
cally we must take the difficulties in creative work lightly, 
but tactically we must take them seriously. To create a 
fine work is an arduous process, and the comrades in charge 
of creative work must never adopt a bureaucratic or casual 
attitude but must work really hard and share the writers’ 
and artists’ joys and hardships. It is essential to get 
first-hand material as far as possible, or when this is 
impossible at least to get the material at second hand. 
There should be no fear of failures or mistakes. Allowance 
should be made for them, and people must be permitted to 
correct their mistakes. It is necessary to rely on the 
masses, follow the line of ‘‘from the masses, to the masses,”’ 
and repeatedly undergo the test of practice over a long 
period, so that a work may become better and better and 
achieve the unity of revolutionary political content and the 
best possible artistic form. In the course of practice it is 
necessary to sum up experience in good time and gradually 
grasp the laws of various forms of art. Otherwise, no good 
models can be created. 

We should give the fullest attention to the themes of 
socialist revolution and socialist construction, and it would 
be entirely wrong to ignore them. 

A serious effort should now be made to create works of 
literature and art about the three great military campaigns 
of Liaohsi-Shenyang, Huai-Hai and Peiping-Tientsin and 
other important campaigns while the comrades who led and 
directed them are still alive. There are many important 
revolutionary themes, historical and contemporary, on 


which work urgently needs to be done ina planned and 
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systematic way. A success must be made of the film, The 
Great Wall Along the South China Sea. The film The 
Long March must be revised successfully, A nucleus of 
truly proletarian writers and artists should be trained in 
the process. 

6. People engaged in the work of literature and art, 
whether they are leaders or writers and artists, must all 
practise the Party’s democratic centralism. We favour 
“rule by the voice of the many” and oppose “‘rule by the 
yoice of one man alone.’’ We must follow the mass line. 
In the past, some people pressed the leadership to nod and 
applaud when they produced something. This is a very 
bad style of work. As for the cadres in charge of creative 
work in literature and art, they should always bear two 
points in mind: First, be good at listening to the opinions 
of the broad masses ; second, be good at analysing these 
opinions, accept the right ones and reject the wrong ones. 
Completely flawless works of literature and art are non- 
existent, and as long as the keynote of a work is good, we 
should help improve it by pointing out its short-comings 
and errors. Bad works should not be hidden away, but 
should be shown to the masses for their comment. We 
must not be afraid of the masses but should have firm trust 
in them, and they can give us much valuable advice. 
Besides, this will improve their powers of discrimination. 
It costs several hundred thousand or as much as a million 
yuan to produce a film., To hide a bad film away is 
wasteful. Why not show it to the public soas to educate 
writers and artists and the masses and at the same time 
make up for its cost to the state and thus turn it to good 
account ideologically and economically? The film 
Beleaguered City has been shown fora long time but it 
received no criticism. Shouldn’t the Jiefangjun Bao write 
an article criticizing it 7 

7. We must encourage revolutionary and militant 
literary and art criticism by the masses, and break the 




















88 LIBERATION 


monopoly over literary and art criticism by a few so-called 
critics (those wrong in orientation and deficient in militancy.) 
We must place the weapon of literary and art criticism in 
the hands of the masses of workers, peasants and soldiers 
and integrate professional critics with critics from among 
the masses. We must make this criticism more militant 
and oppose unprincipled vulgar praise. We must reform 
our style of writing, encourage the writing of short, 
popular articles, turn our literary and art criticism into 
daggers and hand-grenades and learn to handle them 
effectively in close combat, Of course, we must at the 
same time write longer, systematic articles of theoretical 
depth. We oppose the use of terminology and jargon to 
frighten people. Only in this way can we disarm the self- 
styled literary and art critics, The Jiefangjun Bao and the 
Jiefangjun Wenyi should set up special columns, regular 
or occasional, for comment on literature and art. Warm 
support should be given to good or basically good works 
and their shortcomings pointed out in a helpful way. And 
principled criticism must be made of bad works. In the 
theoretical field, we must thoroughly and systematically 
criticize typical fallacies on literature and art and the many 
other fallacies spread by certain people who attempt to 
falsify history and to boost themselves in such books as the 
History of the Development of the Chinese Film, A Collection 
of Historical Data on the Chinese Drama Movement in the 
Last Fifty Years and A Preliminary Study of the Repertory 
of Peking Opera. We must not mind being accused of 
“brandishing the stick.” When some people charge us 
with over-simplification and crudeness, we must analyse 
these charges. Some of our criticisms are basically correct 
but are not sufficiently convincing because our analysis and 
evidence are inadequate and should be improved. With 
Some people it is a matter of understanding ; they start by 
accusing us of oyer-simplification and crudeness but 
eventually drop the charge. But when the enemy condemns 





our correct criticisms as over-simplified and erude we must 
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stand firm. Literary and art criticism should become one 
of our day-to-day tasks, an important method both in the 
struggle in the field of literature and art and in Party 
leadership in this field of work. Without correct literary and 
art criticism if is impossible for creative work to flourish. 

8. In the struggle against foreign revisionism in the 
field of literature and art, we must not only catch small 
figures like Chukhrai. We should catch the big ones, 
catch Sholokhoy and dare to tackle him, Heis the father 
of revisionist literature and art. His And Quiet Flows the 
Don, Virgin Soil Upturnedand The Fate of a Man have 
exercised a big influence ona number of Chinese writers 
and readers. Shouldn’t the army organize people to study 
his works and write convincing critical articles containing 
well-documented analysis? This will have a profound 
influence in China and the rest of the world. The same 
thing should be done with similar works by Chinese 
writers, 

9. As for method, we must combine revolutionary 
realism with revolutionary romanticism in our creative 
work, and must not adopt bourgeois critical realism or 
bourgeois romanticism. 

The fine qualities of the worker, peasant and soldier 
heroes who have emerged under the guidance of the correct 
line of the Party are the concentrated expression of the 
class character of the proletariat. We must work with 
enthusiasm and do everything possible to create heroic 
models of workers, peasants and soldiers. We should 
create typical characters. Chairman Mao has said that 
‘life as reflected in works of literature and art can and 
ought to be ona higher plane, more intense, more concen- 
trated, more typical, nearer the ideal, and therefore more 
universal than actual everyday life.” We should not con- 
fine ourselves to actual persons and events. Nor should 
‘we portray a hero only after he is dead. In fact, there are 
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many more living heroes than dead ones. This means that 
our writers must concentrate and generalize experience 
from real life accumulated over a long period of time to 
create a variety of typical characters. 

When we write about revolutionary war, we must first 
be clear about their nature—ours is the side of justice and 
the enemy’s is the side of injustice. Our works must show 
our arduous struggles and heroic sacrifices, but must also 
express revolutionary heroism and revolutionary optimism. 
While depicting the cruelty of war, we must not exaggerate 
or glorify its horrors. While depicting the arduousness 
of the revolutionary struggle, we must not exaggerate or 
glorify the sufferings involved. The cruelty of a revolu- 
tionary war and revolutionary heroism, the arduousness of 
the revolutionary struggle and revolutionary optimism 
constitute a unity of opposites, but we must be clear about 
which is the principal aspect of the contradiction ; other- 
wise, if we make the wrong emphasis, a bourgeois pacifist 
trend will emerge. Moreover, while depicting our people’s 
revolutionary war, whether in the stage in which guerrilla 
warfare was primary and mobile warfare supplementary, 
or in the stage in which mobile warfare was primary, we 
must correctly show the relationship between the regular 
forces, the guerrillas and the people’s militia and between 
the armed masses and the unarmed masses under the 
leadership of the Party. 

Regarding the selection of subject-matter, only when 
we plunge into the thick of life and-doa good job of in- 
vestigation and study can we make the selection properly 
and correctly. Playwrights should unreservedly plunge 
into the heat of the struggle for a long period. Directors, 
actors and actresses, cameramen, painters and composers 
Should also go into the thick of life and make serious 
investigations and studies, In the past, some works 
distorted the historical facts, concentrating on the portrayal 
of erroneous line instead of correct line ; some described 
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heroic characters who nevertheless invariably violate dis- 
cipline, or created heroes only to have them die in a con- 
trived tragic ending; other works do not present heroic 
characters but only ‘“‘middle’’. characters who are actually 
backward people, or caricatures of workers, peasants or 
soldiers; in depicting the enemy, they fail to expose his 
class nature as an exploiter and oppressor of the people, 
and even glamorize him; still others are concerned only 
with love and romance, pandering to philistine tastes and 
claiming that love and death are the eternal themes, All 
such bourgeois and revisionist trash must be resolutely 
opposed. 

10. Re-educate the cadres in charge of the work of 
literature and art and reorganize the ranks of writers and 
artists. For historical reasons, before the whole country 
was liberated it was rather difficult for us proletarians to 
train our own workers in literature and art in the areas 
under enemy rule. Our cultural ‘level was relatively low 
and our experience limited. Many of our workers in 
literature and art had received a bourgeois education. In 
the course of their revolutionary activities in literature 
and art some failed to pass the test of enemy persecution 
and turned traitor, while others failed to resist the corrosive 
influence of bourgeois ideas and became rotten. In the 
base areas,we trained a considerable number of revolutionary 
workers in literature and art. Especially after the publi- 
cation of the ‘Talks at the Yenan Forum on Literature and 
Art,’ they had the correct orientation, embarked on the 
path of integration with the workers, peasants and soldiers, 
and played a positive role in the revolution. The weakness 
was that, after the country was liberated and we entered 
the big cities, many comrades failed to resist the corrosion 
of bourgeois ideology in the ranks of our writers and 
artists, with the result that some of them have fallen out 
in the course of advance. Ours is the literature and art 
of the proletariat, the literature and art of the Party, The 
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principle of proletarian Party spirit is the outstanding 
feature distinguishing us from other classes. It must be 
understood that representatives of other classes also have 
their principle of party spirit, and that they are very 
stubborn too. We must firmly adhere to the principle of 
proletarian Party spirit and combat the corrosion of 
bourgeois ideology in creative thinking, in organizational 
line and in style of work. As for bourgeois ideology, we 
must draw a clear line of demarcation and must on no 
account enter into peaceful coexistence with if. A variety 
of problems now exist in literary and art circles which, for 
most people, are problems of ideological understanding 
and of raising such understanding through education. We 
must earnestly study Chairman Mao’s works, creatively 
study and apply them, tie up what we learn from them with 
our own thinking and practise and study them with specific 
problems in mind. Only in this way can we really under- 
stand, grasp and master Chairman Mao's thought. We 
must plunge into the thick of life for a long period of time. 
integrate ourselves with the workers, peasants and soldiers 
to raise our class consciousness, remould our ideology and 
wholeheartedly serve the people without any regard for 
personal fame or gain. It is necessary to teach our comrades 
to study Marxism-Leninism and Chairman Mao’s works 
and to remain revolutionaries all their lives, and pay special 
attention to the maintenance of proletarian integrity in 
later life, which is not at all easy. 


It 


By taking part in the forum, we have acquired a rela- 
tively clear understanding of all the questions mentioned 
above, and our opinions on them now correspond with the 
realities in the work in literature and art among the armed 
forces. Asa result, the level of our political consciousness 
has been raised, and our determination to carry out the 
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socialist cultural revolution and our sense of responsibility 
in this respect have likewise been strengthened. We will 
continue to study Chairman Mao’s works conscientiously, 
make serious investigations and studies and do well in our 
cultivation of ‘experimental plots’’ and the production of 
good models, so as to take the lead in the current struggle 
of the cultural revolution to foster proletarian ideology and 
liquidate bourgeois ideology. 














































Chairman Mao’s “Talks at the Yenan 
Forum of Literature and Art” 
Is A Programme for Building A Mighty 
Proletarian Cultural Army 


—Chi Pen-Yu 


Comrades, friends, proletarian revolutionary comrades- 
in-arms, dear young Red Guard fighters ! 

Let us first wish our most respected and beloved great 
leader Chairman Mao a long life ! And lasting good health 


: : ; ‘ 
to Comrade Lin Piao, Chairman Mao’s close comrade-in- 
arms ! 


I 


Today is the 25th anniversary of the “Palks at the Yenan 
Forum on Literature and Art,’’written by our most respected 
and beloved great leader Chairman Mao. These 25 years 
: have been a period of momentous growth, one mupresodanto’ 
in the thousands of years of history of our motherland 
Who has led us in turning the oppressed, exploited dine’ 
: and impoverished, semi-feudal and semi-colonial old China 
; into the independent, unified, sound and powerful socialist 
New China ? It is our most respected and beloved 
leader Chairman Mao! It js he, the very 
; shines most brightly in our hearts ! 
t Chairman Mao is not only the great leader of the Chinese 


people but also the great leader of the revolutionary people 
ee 


qt Reprinted from ‘China Reconstructs’’, August, 1967. 
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of the world. As many proletarian revolutionary comrades 
in the world today so correctly, say, Chairman Mao is the 
Lenin of the present era. 

Chairman Mao has inherited, defended and developed 
Marxism-Leninism with genius, creatively and comprehen- 
sively. Mao Tse-tung’s thought is Marxism-Leninism at 
its highest level in the present era. 

Since its birth, Marxism has gone through three great 
stages of development. The first stage was the stage of 
Marx and Engels, who established Marxism and worked 
out the theory of scientific socialism. The second stage 
was the stage of Leninism. When capitalism entered the 
era of imperialism Lenin and Stalin developed Marxism, 
solved a series of questions of the proletarian revolution, 
especially those concerning the theory and practice of 
realizing the proletarian dictatorship in a single country. 
The third stage is the stage of Mao Tse-tung’s thought. 
Mao Tse-tung’s thought is Marxism-Leninism further 
developed in the era in which imperialism is heading for 
total collapse and socialism is advancing to worldwide 
victory. Our great leader Chairman Mao has creatively 
and with genius solved a series of important questions of 
the proletarian revolution in the present era, especially 
those concerning the theory and practice of carrying on the 
revolution and preventing a restoration of capitalism, in 
the historical period of the dictatorship of the proletariat, 
and has thus brought Marxism-Leninism to a higher and 
completely new stage. 

On the eve of the October Revolution, Lenin emphati- 
cally pointed out : “Those who recognise on/y the class struggle 
are not yet Marxists ; they may be found to be still within the 
bounds of bourgeois thinking and bourgeois politics.” “A 
Marxist is solely someone who extends the recognition of the 
class struggle to the recognition of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat, And today, no One is a genuine Marxist if he 
only pays lip service to the dictatorship of the proletariat 
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but does not recognize that, in the historical period of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat, there is still the struggle 
between restoration and counter-restoration, the struggle 
between the efforts of the proletariat to defend its dicta- 
torship and those of the bourgeoisie to overthrow this 
dictatorship. From what can be learnt from the emerge- 
nce of modern revisionism and the restoration of capitalism 
in the Soviet Union and from the historical experience 
internationally of the dictatorship of the proletariat, and in 
the light of the schemes for a capitalist restoration 
carried out by the handful of Party people in authority 
taking the capitalist road in China, our great leader 
Chairman Mao has developed the Marxist-Leninist theory 
concerning the dictatorship of the proletariat, worked out 
the most complete revolutionary theory for opposing counter- 
revolutionary revisionism and defending the proletarian 
dictatorship and has personally aroused and led hundreds 
of millions of people in carrying out this unprecedented 
great proletarian cultural revolution, thereby making a 
great contribution in theory and practice to the international 
proletarian revolutionary movement. 

“Talks at the Yenan Forum on Literature and Art’’ is a 
great Marxist-Leninist work that shines with dazzling 
radiance in the splendid treasure-house of Mao Tse-tung’s 
thought. It is the most complete, most systematic and 
most correct programme for the great proletarian cultural 
revolution, the first work of its kind in the history of the 
proletarian revolution. It is an embodiment of universal 
truth, a brilliant and epoch-making document in the 
history of human culture, 

When this brilliant work was published in 1942, the 
anti-fascist war which was raging throughout the worid 
and China’s War of Resistance Against Japan were in 
their most bitter stage. It was at this time that a handful 
of anti-Party elements, Trotskyites and renegades such as 
Chou Yang, Wang Shih-wei and.Ting Ling produced many 
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poisonous weeds and» imade «wild attacks on “the Party. 
They viciously attacked the Party leadership, energetically 
advocated “freedom of ‘creation’, opposed the Marxist 
viewpoint of class struggle and publicized the bourgeois 
“theory of human nature” and “love of humanity."" They 
opposed extolling the proletariat. In an attempt to incite 
others to come out and attack ‘the Party and the people, 
they talked such nonsense as “even the sun has spots”’ 
and “the task of literature and art has always been to 
expose.” Chou Yang, Wang Shih-wei, Ting Ling and 
others stirred up this anti-Party adverse eurrent in the 
literary and art circles in Yenan in coordination on the 
cultural front with the Chiang Kai-shek reactionaries’ wild 
attacks on the liberated areas. Its purpose was to disinte- 
grate the revolutionary forces, to undermine the people's 
political power in the base areas and to sabotage the War 
of Resistance Against Japan. 

At that time the Yenan rectification eampaign, which 
is well-known in the history of our Party, was unfolding 
on a large’scale, and the struggle between the two lines on 
the political, ideological and cultural fronts was very acute. 
The Yenan forum on literature and art was an important 
component part of this great rectification campaign. The 
Talks, which are of immense historic significance, were 
delivered by Chairman Mao at this forum and became the 
guide to the great Yenan rectification campaign and to the 
building up of a political party of Marxism-Leninism, Mao 
Tse-tung’s thought. Chairman Mao’s Talks made a most 
penetrating criticism of the anti-Party adverse current 
and various bourgeois reactionary trends and thought, 
which were then appearing on the cultural front. 
Chairman Mao pointed out : 

Proletarian literature and art are part of the whole 
proletarian revolutionary cause. The revolutionary literary and 
art process are an army serving the political struggle and tbe 
dictatorship of the proletariat. Chairman Mao said: “Ip 
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our struggle for the liberation of the Chinese people {there 
are yarious fronts, among which there are the fronts of the pen 
and the gun, the cultural and the military fronts. To defeat 
the enemy we must rely primarity on the army with guns. But 
this army alone is not enough; we must also have a cultural 
army, which is absolutejy indispensable for uniting our own 
ranks and defeating the enemy.” He also pointed out that 
proletarian literature and art “Operate as powerful weapons 
for uniting and edueating the people and for attacking and 
destroying the enemy and that they help the people fight the 
enemy with one heart and one mind,’ and that they are 
instruments for winning liberation and seizing political 
power. Chairman Mao's idea of regarding literary and art 
workers as an army serving the Chinese people’s struggle 
for liberation has fundamentally solved the problem of the 
relationship between literature and art on the one hand 
politics on the other. In his talks, Chairman Mao also 
solved the problem of the general orientation of struggle 
for the mighty proletarian cultural army. He pointed out 
that the fundamental orientation for proletarian literature and 
art is to serve the workers, peasants and soldiers, 

This proletarian revolutionary line on literature and art 
put forward by Chairman Mao clearly indicated to revolu- 
tionary literary and art workers the objectives of their 
fight and the orientation of their struggle, struck at the 
enemy’s vitals and repulsed the frantic attacks by a handful 
of anti-Party elements, Trotskyites and renegades. In 
response to the call Chairman Mao made in his Talks, fine 
literary and art workers in the Liberated Areas went among 
the workers, peasants and soldiers to learn from them and 
portray them. They used literature and art as means to 
encourage the people and to attack and annihilate the 
enemy, thus performing meritorious service in the 
great cause of liberating nation and people in the 
struggle to seize and consolidate the people’s political 
power. 
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We are solemnly commemorating the 25th anniversary 
of Chairman Mao’s great, epoch-making work “Talks at the 
Yenan forum on Literature and Art” at a time when there is a 
upsurge in the great proletarian cultural revolution. This 
has @ very important practical significance. 

The victory of the socialist revolution, of the struggle 
of the proletariat to seize power, does not mean that class 
struggle has ended. On the eve of the liberation of the 
country, Chairman Mao said: After the enemies with guns 
have been wiped out, there will still be enemies without guns ; 
they are bound to struggle desperately against us, and we must 
never regard these enemies lightly.’ After the proletariat 
seizes power, class enemies which’ have been overthrown 
will always attempt to stage a counter-revolutionary come- 
back and the question of who will win is still not settled. 
In order to recapture their lost power, the exploiting 
classes will first of all create public opinion and prepare the 
ground ideologically for their attempt at a counter- 
revolutionary restoration. Literature and art are one of 
their advance positions for creating public opinion for the 
counter-revolutionary restoration and carrying out their 
scheme to usurp the leadership of the Party, the army and 
the government. The top Party person in authority taking 
the capitalist road and the handful of counter-revolutionary 
revisionists including Peng Chen, Lu Ting-yi, Chou Yang, 
Lin Mo-han, Chi Yen-ming, Hsia Yen, Tien Han and Teng 
To, whbd usurped the leadership in cultural circles, took 
control of the old Propaganda Department of the Party 
Central Committee, the old Ministry of Culture, the old 
Peking Municipal Party Committee and the associations 
under the All China Federation of Literary and Art Circles, 
They held the leadership in many (not all) cultural and 
publishing institutions and they turned these institutions 
and organizations into revisionist clubs, into tools of the 
bourgeoisie for opposing the Party and socialism. 
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Our wise and great leader long ago saw through the 
conspiratorial ‘activities of this: handful of counter-revolu- 
tionary: Tevisionists.. Between 1963 and 1964, Chairman, 
Mao pointed out on many oecasions that, since liberation, 
various departments in éulture and art, including literature, 
the drama, the cinema, balladry, music; the fine arts and 
the dance, and, the art. academies and’ schools. “‘by and 
large (this does not apply to every individual) have not 
carried out the policies of the Party, have acted as high 
and. mighty bureauerats; have not gone to the workers, 
peasants and, soldiers and’ have not reflected the socialist 
revolution .and..construction.”’ He said, “thé ‘dead’ still 
dominate’’ many departments. Our stage was not domi- 
nated by workers, peasants’ and soldiers. Instead, it was 
dominated by emperors and kings, generals and ministers, 
scholars and beauties, ghosts and monsters. We were 
subjected here to the dictatorship of feudalism, capitalism 
and revisionism, Particularly during the period of the 
country’s economic difficulties between 1959 and 1962, the 
handful of counter-revolutionary revisionists, supported by 
the handful of top Party persons in authority taking the 
eapitalist road, took the opportunity to put out a large 
number of poisonous weeds!such as ‘Hai Jui Dismissed from 
Office, Hsieh Yao-huan and Li Hui-niang. , In these they 
insidiously attacked and insulted our great Party in an 
attempt to reverse the verdicts on the Right opportunist 
Peng Teh-huai and others dismissed from office at the 
Lushan Meeting and to. incite people to join them in 
activities aimed at a counter-revolutiouary restoration. At 
the same time, many plays and operas glorifying renegades, 
propagating capitulationism and advocating the philosophy 
of survival, such as Yang! Yen-hui Visits His Mother, Peach 
Blossom Fan and Li Hsiuw-cheng, appeared one after 
another. The situation in the cinema was even more 
striking, What a lot of poison’ was spread by films from 
those of the early post-liberation périod, such as the Inside’ 
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Story of the Ching Court and The Life of Wu Hsun down 
to the more recent: The Besieged City and Threshold of 
Spring! They perpetrated every conceivable evil» in 


. vilifying the workers, peasants and soldiers and prettifying 


capitalism, feudalism and revisionism in order to glorify 
the capitalist road and carry out their scheme for a counter. 
revolutionary restoration, Moreover, in aecordance with 
the wishes of the top Party person in’ authority taking 
the capitalist road, they distorted the history of the Party, 
established China’s Khrushchov as a hero on the screen and 
gave three cheers for Right opportunism. 

Chairman Mao has pointed out, “itis a great invention 
to use noyels to carry out anti-Party activities’, "This was 
exactly what the handful of counter-revolutionary revi- 
sionists including Chou Yang did. Under their direction 
a novel appeared which aimied at vindicating the notorious 
anti-Party element Kao Kang and which openly distorted 
history, directing am attack against ‘the Party Central 
Committee headed by our great leader Chairman Mao. 

However, these counter-revolutionary revisionists’ con. 
spiratorial activities aimed at a capitalist restoration could 
not escape exposure by the magic, monster-detecting mirror 
of Chairman Mao's “Talks at the Yenan Forum on Litera. 
ture and Art.” Therefore this pack of ghosts and monsters 
extremely feared and hated the Talks, They used all 
manner of despicable means to spread such fallacious 
theories as “‘truthful writing’, »‘writing about middle 
characters’, opposition to “the smell of gunpowder’ and 
“the merging of various trends and the spirit of the age” 
in order to attack this brilliant work of Chairman Mao's, 

“Like mayflies trying to topple the giant tree, they 
ridiculously overrated themselves.’ All their attacks on 
Chairman Mao’s brilliant work have long ago been utterly 
erushed by the criticisms contained ini) Chairman Mao’s 
Talks itself. Led) by Chairman Mao himself, the revos 
lutionary masses: who have mastered the powerful weapon 
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of the Talks have launched repeated tit-for-tat struggles 
against the handful of Party persons in authority taking 
the capitalist road and the reactionary academic 
“authorities.” 

As far back as 1951, Chairman Mao personally initiated 
and led the criticism and repudiation of the reactionary 
film The Life of Wu Hsun. In 1954, he again initiated and 
led the critieism and repudiation of the Studies in “‘the 
Dream of the Red Chamber’ and the reactionary ideas of 
Hu Shih. 

The struggle against the Hu Feng counter-revolu- 
tionary clique took place between 1954 and 1955, and since 
1957 struggles have been carried out to repulse the 
Rightists, to oppose Right opportunism and to criticize 
Yang Hsien-chen’s theory of “two combining into one’”’ 
and Chou Ku-Cheng’s theory of ‘“‘the merging of various 
trends as the spirit of the age.” 

At the Tenth Plenary Session of the Eighth Central 
Committee of the Party held in 1962, in particular, Chair- 
man Mao issued the great, militant call to the entire Party 
and all the Chinese people ‘never to forget elass struggle’’, 
and directed them to take a firm hold of the class struggle 
in the fields of ideology. 

On two occasions in 1968 and 1964, Chairman Mao 
gave extremely important instructions concerning literary 
and art work, hitting hard at the sinister counter-revolu- 
tionary, revisionist line on literature and art represented 
by the top Party person in authority taking the capitalist 
road. Following this, Comrade Chiang Ching, a most 
courageous fighter on the cultural front, responded enthusi- 
astically to Charman Mao’s call and led vanguard fighters 
in the cultural revolution to mount an offensive against 
the stage of art occupied by the lords of the exploiting 
classes. They broke through ring upon ring of repression 
and obstruction created by the handful of Party persons 
in authority taking the capitalist road, and for the first 
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time succeeded in making the heroic image of the real 
creators of history—the workers, peasants and soldiers— 
shine in splendour on the stage of Peking Opera, the ballet 
and symphonic music. The lords and ladies and their 
pampered sons and daughters who for so long have domi- 
nated the stage of art are beginning to be ousted. This 
reversal of history has been reversed. ‘This is an illustrious 
milestone in the history of the proletarian cultural revolu- 
tion. All the victories in these struggles are vicories for 
the proletarian revolutionary line on literature and art 
represented by Chairman Mao, victories for this great 
work of Chairman Mao’s. 

Then came the moment for the proletariat to launch a 
general counter-offensive against the bourgeoisie. 

In November 1965, the proletarian revolutionaries in 
Shanghai, resolutely carrying out Chairman Mao’s ins- 
truction given at the Tenth Plenary Session of the Eighth 


Central Committee of the Party, and led by Comrade 
Chiang Ching, launched the criticism and repudiation of 
Hai Jui Dismissed from Office, thus firing the first shot at 
the Peng Chen counter-revolutionary revisionist clique 
and sounding the clarion call for the great proletarian 
cultural revolution. 


In February of the following year Comrade Chiang 
Ching was entrusted by Comrade Lin Piao to call the forum 
on literature and art in the armed forces. This was a 
highly important meeting in the history of China’s struggle 
in the field of culture. As pointed out by Comrade Chiang 
Ching, the forum opened a fierce attack on the handful 
of Party persons in authority taking the capitalist road 
and the reactionary bourgeois ‘“‘authorities’’ who had 
monopolized the leadership in cultural circles for many 
long years. 

The forum, presided over by Comrade Chiang Ching, 
adopted the “Summary of the Forum of Literature and 
Art inthe Armed Forces.”’ This Summary, revised by 
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Chairman Mao himself on three océasions, gives an extre- 
mely penetrating and correct analysis of many fundamental 
questions concerning the struggle since liberation between 
the two lines on the literary and art front. Comrade Lin 
Piao has pointed out that the Summary “isa very good 
document which uses Mao Tsé-tung’s thought to answer 
many important questions concerning the cultural revo- 
lution during the socialist period. It not only has tremen- 
dous. practical significance but has far-reaching and 
profound historical significance as well,” 

Soon afterwards, the great historic document—the May 
16, 1966 Circular of the Central Committee of the Chinese 
Communist Party—was drawn up under Chairman Mao’s 
personal guidance. It put forward in a systematic. way 
the theory, line, principles and policies‘of the great prole- 
tarian cultural revolution, shattering the ‘February 
Outline”, a reactionary programme for restoring capita- 
lism knocked up by the counter-reyolutionary revisionist 
elique represented by Peng Chen. It repulsed their counter- 
attack and threw them into confusion, and set in motion 
the great proletarian cultural revolution which swept the 
whole country. 

Like an irresistible torrent, the revolutionary masses 
and revolutionary young Red Guard fighters armed with 
Mao Tse-tung’s thought have charged straight into the 
“palaces of hell” ruled by the ghosts and monsters. 

The old Propaganda Department of the Party Cenral 
Committee collapsed : 

The old Ministry of Culture collapsed ! 

The old Peking Municipal Party Committee collapsed ! 

The handful of Party persons in authority taking the 
eapitalist road, who used to be so arrogant and regard 
themselves as “important figures”, may look like giants 
but in fact are only paper tigers that cannot withstand a 
single blow ! 
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The acute struggle on the cultural front since the 
liberation of the whole country clearly shows that the 
struggle of Chairman Mao’s proletarian revolutionary line 
on literature and art against the sinister counter-revolution- 
ary revisionist line on literature and art is, i the last 
analysis, a struggle between the bourgeoisie which wants 
to restore capitalism and the proletariat which fights 
against it, : 

In the historical period of the dictatorship of the prole- 
tariat, the mighty revolutionary cultural army is an 
important force in opposing a capitalist restoration and 
checking the spread of revisionism. It relies primarily on 
the people’s army with guns to defend the dictatorship of 
the proletariat, but.the cultural army is also indispensable. 
Like the Chinese People’s Liberation Army, the cultural 
army, too, has the important task of defending the great 
dictatorship of the proletariat and the great socialist 
cause. 

Today we must fully realize the important role the 
revolutionary cultural army plays in the struggle to 
consolidate the dictatorship of the proletariat and prevent 
the restoration of capitalism. Chairman Mao’s Talks is the 
programme for the building of this mighty proletarian 
cultural army. We must use it to establish a correct 
orientation, build up our ranks and arm our fighters. 

As the mighty proletarian cultural army forges ahead 
braving the winds and storms in the great proletarian 
cultural revolution, every one of our fighters is confronted 
with all sorts of questions. What road should the literary 
and art. circles take? What is their fighting task at 
present ? What are the principles and policies for literary 
and art work? The answers to all these questions can be 
found in Chairman Mao’s Talks, 

First, hold fast to Chairman Mao’s orientation that 
literature and art must serve the workers, peasants and 
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soldiers, actively participate in the revolutionary mass campaign 
of criticism and repudiation, and fight to defend the dictatorship 
of the proletariat. 

In his Talks Chairman Mao pointed out: “This question 
of ‘for whom ?’ is fundamental : it is a question of principle.” 
This is the question of orientation for literary and art work. 
Should literature and art serve the millions of workers, 
peasants and soldiers or a handful of exploiters p Should 
they serve the defence of the dictatorship of the proletariat 
or a handful of counter-revolutionary revisionists in their 
activities for capitalist restoration? This is the focal 
point of the struggle between Chairman Mao’s proletarian 
revolutionary line on literature and art and the sinister 
counter-revolutionary revisionist line. The struggle 
between the two lines in literary and art circles over the 
past 17 years has demonstrated in practice that the ques- 
tion of orientation remains the most fundamental one for 
the cultural circles, which have been controlled and 
influenced by the sinister counter-revolutionary revisionist 
line over a long period of time, Only when we have solved 
the question of the general orientation for literary and art 
work not only in theory but also in practice can we take a 
firm proletarian revolutionary stand and fight in defence 
of the dictatorship of the proletariat, in defence of socialism 
and against capitalist restoration. 

The masses of the workers, peasants and soldiers are 
the real creators of history, the masters of socialist society. 
To serve the workers, peasants and soldiers means that 
the literary and art workers must go among the masses of 
the workers, peasants and soldiers. They must go into 
the heat of the struggle and “move their feet over to the side 
of the workers, peasants and soldiers, to the side of the 
proletariat”, so as to transform thoroughly their thoughts 
and feelings and their world-outlook in the three great 
Tevolutionary movements of the class struggle, the struggle 
for production and scientific experimentation. They must 
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become one with the masses of workers, peasants and 
soldiers, and create the new literature and art of the 
proletariat. Only in this way can they really make 
literature and art powerful weapons for uniting and 
educating the people and for attacking and destroying the 
enemy. 

The top Party person in authority taking the capitalist 
road and the handful of counter-revolutionary revisionists 
used double-dealing tactics to furiously oppose the orienta- 
tion pointed out by Chairman Mao that literature and art 
must serve the workers, peasants and soldiers. To counter 
Chairman Mao’s revolutionary line on literature and art, 
they put forward the slogan of “a literature and art of the 
whole people.”’ 

In 1962, on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the 
publication of the Talks, Chou Yang, Lin Mo-han and 
company put on a sham celebration and produced a big 
poisonous weed—the article “In the service of the Broadest 
Masses of the People.” In it, they maintained that litera- 
ture and art should serve “the whole people’, including 
bourgeois elements, and hoisted the reactionary evil flag of 
“literature and art of the whole people.” They even 
openly declared that “socialist culture is a culture of the 
whole people,” 

Can proletarian literature and art serve the bourgeoisie ? 
Can socialist culture be a culture of the whole people 7 

Absolutely not, Chairman Mao long ago denounced such 
absurd views in his Talks. 

“A literature and art of the whole” is nothing new ; it 
is merely a duplication in the field literature and art of 
Khrushchov’s “state of the whole people” and “Party of 
the entire people.’’ There is absolutely no such thing as a 
literature and art of the “whole people” in the world, 
Literature and art must be something which either serves 
the proletariat or the bourgeoisie. Chou Yang and Lin 
Mo-han’s theory of ‘a literature and art of the whole 
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people”’ is; in the guise’of transcending classes, to oppose 
literature and art serving the workers, peasants and soldiers 
and proletarian politics, and to turn literature a counter 


_ revolutionary tool of capitalist restoration. 


There is no construction without destruction, In the 
mass campaign to criticize and repudiate the handful of 
top Party persons in authority taking the capitalist road, 
we must smash their -orientation of literature and art 
serving counter-revolutionary revisionism, and firmly 
establish our orientation of literature and art serving the 
workers, peasants and soldiers. We must use Chairman 
Mao’s Talks as our weapon and take an active part in the 
mass movement of criticism and repudiation to safeguard 
the dictatorship of the proletariat and the socialist state, 

Secondly, organize the Left forces to do a good job of 
“struggle-criticism-transformation’’!, in each unit. 

Bourgeois rule in our cultural circles must not con- 
tinue any longer. Proletarian revolutionaries must seize 
power in the leading organs, cultural organizations, art 
academies and schools in which the handful of counter- 
revolutionary revisionists have been entrenched and which 
they have controlled for the past 17 years. 

A mighty army of the proletarian cultural revolution 
must be organized, and in each unit strong Left forces be 
formed step by step in the course of the struggle. Proletarian 
revolutionaries should bring about a revolutionary great 
alliance in the course of the revolutionary mass miove- 
ment of criticism and repudiation, coordinate their efforts 
in doing a géod job of struggle-criticism-transformation in 
their own units, and direct the spearhead of struggle at 
the handful of Party persons in authority taking the 
capitalist road, expose their crimes, wipe out their evil 
influence and completely refute, overthrow and discredit 
them |! 

Reactionary bourgeois scholar-tyrants and reactionary 
“authorities” should be thoroughly ciiticized and repudiated. 
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A new and truly revolutionary core leading :the \culfural 
forces should be established in_ all places Where power needs. 
to be seized, 

In accordance. with Chairman Mao’s instructions |in the 
Talks, all forces that can be united should be united, the 
relationship between enemies, friends, and ourselves should 
be clearly distinguished, and a line of demarcation should 
be drawn between the two different types of contradictions, 
There are people who support the Party, socialism and 
Chairman Mao but have said or done something wrong 
written .works that are not good or acted in bad flava: 
However, so long as they dare to examine their own 
mistakes. and gain a clear understanding of them, we pro- 
letarian Frevolutionaries should welcome and unite with 
these people and work with them in carrying. out the 
struggle-criticism-transformation. 

Thirdly, pay attention to Creative work, establish good 
models and make great efforts to create new proletarian works, 

Paying close attention to creative work is a key to 
overthrowing bourgeois literature and art and developing 
proletarian revolutionary literature and art. Inthe light 
of the new situation in the current great proletarian 
cultural revolution, generally speaking, all cultural units: 
should carry on their own struggle-criticism-transformation 
and at the same time create and produce modern nesdhit 
tionary works of literature and art which serve the ‘woaienli 
peasants and soldiers. 

Creative works by workers, peasants and soldiers must 
be given serious attention and helped to develop. The 
fine works of literature and art springing up from among 
the masses. of workers, peasants and soldiers are reflections 
of the new features of the epoch of our country’s prole- 
tarian cultural revolution, All revolutionary literary and 
art workers ought to learn modestly from them. Ny 

In paying attention to creative work the most. essential 
thing lies, in turn, in the establishing» of fine. ‘models. 
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Peking Operas with contemporary themes like Taking the 
Brandits’ Stronghold, On the Docks, The Red Lantern, 
Shachiapang and Raid on the White Tiger Regiment: the 
revolutionary ballets The Red Detachment of Women and 
The White-haired Girl; and the symphonie music Sha- 
ehiapang form a series of such fine models. They are new 
models of art shining with the splendour of Mao Tse-tung’s 
thought. The appearance of these fine artistic models is a 
victory for Chairman Mao’s proletarian revolutionary line 
on literature and art. 

The proletariat requires fine artistic works in which 
real revolutionary struggles are integrated with noble 
revolutionary ideals. Such fine works can be produced 
only by following the creative method advanced by Chair- 
man Mao, that of combining revolutionary realism with 
revolutionary romanticism. 

The blind worship of that which is ancient, foreign and 
revisionist and the habit of certain slavish worshippers who 
cannot open their mouths without quoting the ancient 
Greeks must be done away with. We have no faith in 
heaven, nor blind faith in that which is foreign, famous 
and ancient. We believe only in the workers, peasants and 
soldiers, the proletariat, Marxism-Leninism, Mao Tse- 
tung’s thought. We must never have blind belief in ancient 
Peking Opera, films of the 1930’s, French literature, 
England’s Shakespeare, Russia’s Belinsky, Chernyshevsky 
and Stanislavsky, and the revisionist Soviet Union’s 
Sholokhov. We must critically take over those ancient 
things which are good and also critically assimilate those 
foreign things which are good. But in so doing, we must 
follow Chairman Mao’s instructions of ‘“‘making the old 
serve the present and the foreign serve China’’, and never 
allow ourselves to be misled by the exploiting classes’ 
rubbish. 

Anyone who looks down upon the labouring people and 
the proletariat, follows others blindly, and obsequiously 
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complies with their wishes will never succeed. Our artisti 
treasures that shake the world are not Swan Lake co i a 
from the bourgeoisie by westernized experts who aie 
worshipped by the top Party person in authority taking the 
capitalist road like “gods”, but our own revolution 
ballets, The Red Detachment of Woman and The White-haives 
Girl. We did not intend these two ballets of ours for the 
whole world, but they have been warmly acclaimed by 
Progressive People everywhere, who did not expect that 
this ancient art form gradually decaying in the western 
world would burst into new and youthful life in the East 
The top Party persons in authority taking the capitaline 


road and their Supporters called our artistic 
“vulgar trash”’, 


as almighty. H, 


treasures 
treating the rubbish of foreign countries 
aving received a bit i 
they have forgotten their Dine tate pees 
the moon in foreign countries looks rounder,” 
whether they have any sense of shame. 
We should learn from the initiators and the van uard 
fighters of the revolution in Peking Opera ballet and 
symphony. The revolution in Peking Opens ballet and 
symphony is the most difficult battle of siceniitie stron 
fortressess on the literary and art front. They are ws 
Prologue to the unprecedented great proletarian cultura] 
revolution, Difficulties are great and the struggle is hard 
The bourgeoisie and those monsters and demons have 
incessantly attacked, slandered, and viciously beisdcensa 
the vanguard fighters on the literary and art front Bet 
Chairman Mao's Talks at the Yenan Forum on Eitiva 
and Art has inspired them. They have never bee 
disheartened and have no fear of difficulty. In ord 
take the literary and art positions from the bour eoisi 
in order to defend Chairman Mao’s revolutionary line 5 
literature and art, the pioneers of the cultural evden 
have, under the leadership of Comrade Chiang Ching. 
waged a long, uninterrupted and bitter struggle. pr 
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overcoming countless difficulties and obstacles, they have 
finally opened upa bright road ina desolate land, using 
the invincible thought of Mao: T'se-tung as their weapon. 
Their revolutionary fighting spirit, which finds expression 
in their courage, perseverance and staunchness, has set 
an example for all cultural fighters. Now that: our vanguard 
fighters have broken through such seemingly impregnable 
strongholds of literature and art as Peking Opera, ballet 
and symphony, is there any, other stronghold of literature 
and art in the world that can’t be broken through f 
Fighters of our mighty cultural army, hold high the banner 
of Mao T'se-tung’s thought and march forward courageously 
and with complete confidence ! 

Fourthly, open up mast literary and art criticism. 

Chairman Mao teaches us : ‘Literary and art criticism is 
one of the principal methods of struggle in the world of lite- 
rature and art’. In literary and art criticism, it is essential 
to adhere to the principle that political criterion must be 
put first and artistic criterion’ second. All reactionary 
ideas and works of literature and, art that harm the dicta- 
torship of the proletariat and the socialist revolution must 
be criticized and repudiated. Im no circumstance should 
these poisonous weeds be allowed to spread unchecked to 
poison the minds of the people. 

The handful of top Party persons in authority taking 
the capitalist road and their supporters did their best to 
spread around an absurd argument about ‘‘harmless”’ 
works, saying that ‘‘whatever play relaxes and pleases the 
audience is good’’.. Are there really any so-called “harm- 
less” works ‘in the world? No, Chairman Mao teaches 
us in the Talks; ‘In the world today all culture, all 
literature and art belong to definite classes and are geared 
to definite political lines.’ One man’s meat is another 

man’s poison, How can, there be any work of literature 
or art that is “harmless” to all classes 7 »Hasn’t enough 
harm been done to the labouring people, especially to the 
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ph ae on by decadent bourgeois and revisionist 
iterature and art » The 
person in authority taking the etteantmecgn “all ‘a 
handfal of counter-revolutionary revisionists “in 5) ay 
ing” this fallacy of “harmlessness” was’ to ae ; 
a shield to prevent criticism by the masses so m ‘ ii 
sorts of big anti-Party, anti-socialist poisonous weeds i ul 
be labelled “harmless” and sold ‘to hundreds of mnie ; 
of revolutionaries. Their aim was to lull the rabouetite 
people and poison their minds with such works of iterate 
and art so as to carry out their scheme of ea ti 
evolution and capitalist restoration. ari 
Moreover, the top Party person in authority taking the 
capitalist road and the handful of counter-revolutionar 
revisionists resisted literary and art criticism by Bindi 
aAcnaedael “letting a hundred flowers blossom and a 
wie 8e ools oe thought contend.’”” They clamoured 
opening wide”, saying that “there should be freedom 
to ‘open wide’’’, that “all kinds of things should be tole- 
rated and accepted”, that ‘‘there should be free com- 
petition”, that “there should be fewer restrictions” 
that “there should not be too much interferen ” 
and that “there should be no crudeness.” The mes 
such slogans to open the way for the ihtoalsid 
= re poisonous weeds and create public isthe 
ine conspiratorial activities for a bourgeois 
‘ They completely distorted Chairman Mao’s policy of 
letting a hundred flowers blossom and a hundred dob 
of thought contend”, and emasculated the class content 
of this great policy. ‘‘To let a hundred flowers blossom 
and a hundred schools of thought contend” is the class 
Policy of the proletariat and is aimed at consolidating the 
dictatorship of the proletariat and encouraging proletarian 
culture. In discussing this policy, Chairman Mao said : 
“We still have to wage a protracted struggle against bourgeois 
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and petty-bourgeois ideology, It is wrong not to understand 
this and to give up ideological struggle. All erroneous idons, 
all poisonous weeds, all ghosts and monsters, must be subjected 
to criticism ; in no circumstance should they be allowed to 
spread uncheckéd.” He also said: “to ‘open wide’ means to 
let all_pegple express their opinions freely, so that they dare to 
speak, dare to criticize and dare to debate.’’ And by “opening 
wide”, these revisionists actually meant bourgeois libera- 
lization, which would allow only poisonous weeds to “open 
wide” but not fragrant flowers, and allow only Rightists 
to air their views but would not permit the Left to 
debate. This means a dictatorship of the bourgeoisie over 
us, the proletariat, and this we will absolutely not allow ! 
We will act in accordance -with Chairman Mao’s instruc- 
tions and eradicate all the poisonous weeds you have 
spread, : 

“Don’t be crude ?’’ Those who are really crude are no 
one but the bonrgeois overlords. In places under their 
rule, not even a single new shoot belonging to the 
proletariat is allowed to grow. Is this not crude t. No 
sooner do new things emerge than they want. to wildly 
suppress, satirize, curse, repress, attack, encircle and 
strangle them, going to every extreme. Is there anything 
cruder than all this ? . 

Precisely when a few models had been created during 
the Peking Opera revolution, the bourgeois overlords tried 
to suppress and sabotage them. Having failed, they 
indulged in all kinds of abuse, saying that “modern Peking 
Opera is as dull.as plain water,” that “it is nothing bu 
modern drama plus singing.’ Aren’t you ready to givé 


up yet? Be so kind as to take out the best old Peking 
Operas and. compare them with our models! Is_ theré 


anything in the old Peking Opera that. can compare wi 
ours ? Who after all act more beautifully—the workers 
peasants and soldiers in our modern operas, or the lords an¢ 
ladies.and their pampered sons and daughters in the © 
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Peking Opera? On the old Peking Opera stage, the 
emperors and kings, generals and ministers, scholars and 
beauties, are ugly through and through from their soul to 
their appearance. Can they compare with the workers, 
peasants and soldiers on our stage ? They cannot, neither 
Politically. nor ideologically, nor even artistically. Is there 
anything in our modern’ opera so loose, languid and 
dispirited as in the old Peking Opera ? 

The old Peking Opera was performed for 180 or 140 
years, while we have put on the new ones for only three or 
four years. The three or four years of the new have 
defeated the 180 or 140 years of the old. The revolution 
has hit you, the bourgeois lords, hard, and your arbitrary 
rule can no longer be maintained. So you foist the blame 
onus, alleging that we were crude. You have indeed 
turned black into white and right into wrong ! You had 
better take back all this stuff 

The top Party person in authority taking the capitalist 
road and the handful of counter-revolutionary revisionists 
are most afraid of the masses’ criticism and they curse our 
criticism, saying it is a ‘“‘club.”’ Chairman Mao says: 
“*We should support whatever the enemy opposes.”” What they 
fear is precisely what we should encourage. We do, indeed, 
want to promote mass literary and art criticism. If this 
mass criticism is called a ‘“‘club’’, then this is the proletari- 
at’s “steel club” and ‘gold club” especially for the purpose 
of beating the bourgeoisie and revisionism. It is very 
precious. And furthermore, we say to the bourgeois lords : 
this kind of “‘club’’ will be greatly strengthened through 
the great proletarian cultural revolution. 

The line of placing sole reliance on “experts” in literary 
and art criticism must be smashed, It is utterly wrong 
to make literary art and criticism an “ivory tower’’ for 
intellectuals, something monopolized by a few people. 

The weapon of literary and art criticism must be 
wielded by the masses of workers, peasants and soldiers. 
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Only when the hundreds of millions of workers, peasants 
and soldiers throughout the country are aroused to examine 
works of literature and art, can the real poisonous weeds be 
eradicated and the genuine fragrant flowers be protected, 
Only by arousing them to examine literary and art works 
can the quality of the works be raised and creative activity 
in revolutionary literature and art flourish. 

The unprecedented great proletarian cultural revolution 
has opened up @ new era which will provide the best 
conditions for a vigorous development of proletarian 
literature and art. A new era of brilliant revolutionary 
culture has begun ! 

Let us arm ourselves with the brilliant works of our 
great leader, ceaselessly remould ourselves, closely follow 
Chairman Mao and the revolutionary worker, peasant and 
soldier masses, carry on uninterrupted revolution, always be 
revolutionaries. et us defend the great dictatorship of 
the proletariat and build proletarian revolutionary culture, 
the most magnificent and resplendent culture in human 
history ! 

Let all reactionaries who try to go against the tide of 
history tremble before the great victories of the 
proletariat ! 

Long live the great proletarian cultural revolution ! 

Long live the dictatorship of the proletariat ! 

Long live the great Chinese Communist Party ! 

Long live the invincible thought of Mao Tse-tung ! 

Long live the great leader Chairman Mao! A long 

long life to Chairman Mao ! 


Marxism-Leninism and Thought of 
Mao Tse-tung are One 


—Asit Sen 


Swear by Marxism-Leninism and you admit the indis- 
pensability of accepting the thought of Mao Tse-tung as a 
guide to world proletarian revolution. Ignore Chairman 
Mao’s thought and you discard Marxism-Leninism. So 
organically connected with Marxism-Leninism is the 
thought of Mao T'se-tung. In fact, itis today the acme 
of Marxism-Leninism, it itself is Marxism-Leninism in the 
present era, the era of final and total collapse of imperia- 
lism. To grasp the real nature of this oneness one has 
to recall the basic tenets of Marxism-Leninism as well as 
the characteristics of the present era and in the light of 
that, study the thought of Mao T'se-tung. 

As to Marxism, Lenin pointed out three basic aspects 
of it—Philosophy, Political Economy and Socialism. 

The philosophical aspect of Marxism is dialectical 
materialism which purports to explain the world pheno- 
mena as they objectively take place outside and independent 
of our subjective world. It also points to the fact that our 
subjective world is a reflection of the objective one. But 
the realm of reflection does not remain static. Though 
it reflects the objective reality it neverthless acquires 4 
movement of its own which in turn enables a man to 


consciously act on the objective world and change it. The - 


conscious act, however, must be in accord with the laws 
governing the objective reality. So dialectical materialism 
cannot but take into account these objective laws of move- 
ment. But one of the greatest achievements of this 
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philosophical thought is its extension to the sphere of 
knowledge of human society. This extension is historical 
materialism. Here Marx furnishes a strikingly integral 
and harmonious scientific theory which shows how 
out of one social system another system develops in 
consequence of the growth of productive forces. Not only 
that, he clearly shows how man’s various views and 
doctrines—philosophical, religious, political and so forth, 
reflect the economic system of society. Tt follows from 
Marx’s philosophical teachings that as nature moves and 
develops, man’s knowledge of nature also develops, and as 
human society develops, man’s social knowledge, i.e., his 
various views and doctrines also develop. In a word, 
Marx’s philosophy advances the doctrine of the relativity 
of human knowledge which provides us with a reflection 
of eternally developing matter. And as man’s consciousness 
becomes active in changing and developing the material 
world. so his knowledge can only develop through conscious 
activities. Thus, as Lenin puts it, ‘‘Marx’s philosophy is 
finished philosophical materialism, which has provided 
humanity, and especially the working class, with powerful 
instruments of knowledge.” 

The economic aspect of Marxism is a study of the 
economic system. which as shown by Marx is the founda- 
tion of human society on which the political superstructure 
is created. It is devoted to the study of the economic 
system of capitalist society historically, That the exchange 
of one commodity for another is not merely an expression 
of relation of things, but manifests a relation betweet men 
is clearly demonstrated by Marx. -The tie with which 


individual producers are bound through the market finds ex= 
pression through exchange of commodities. Introduction 


of money is the result of this tie becoming closer and 
closer. Money is the binding medium through which the 
entire economic life of the individual producers is inte 


grated. Conversion of money into capital signifies a further 
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development in the relation between men when man’s labour 
power becomes a commodity. This commodity is utilized 
by the capitalist class for the creation of surplus value, the 
source of wealth of the capitalist class. While tracing the 
development of capitalism historically, Marx clearly shows 
that the triumph of capitalism over other forms of economic 
system is only the prelude to the triumph of labour over 
capital. From Marx’s analysis of the capitalist society 
we arrive at the conclusion that the last social form 
based on exploitation of man by man is capitalist society, 
which will inevitably give birth to socialist society. 

Now, as man is not a passive onlooker of the moving 
nature and society but actually takes part in these 
movements, Marx undertook the task of examining the 
matter of human activities im relation to social develop- 
ment. Analysing the entire historical course of man’s 
social existence Marx showed that the entire history of 
human society save the primitive tribal one was the 
bistory of class struggle. That is, at a certain stage of 
development of productive forces human society was split 
into antagonistic classes, This class antagonism can by 
no means be reconciled. So in the face of this irrecon- 
cilability the only way left to maintain the status quo in 
class relation is that one class should suppress another 
antagonistic to it by coercion. To adopt this coercive 
measure requires consolidated political power. The class 
having this necessary political power becomes the ruling 
class, which then exercises this power through the 
organs of the state, the chief component of which is armed 
forces. It is implied here that only through fierce class 
struggle can the problem of political power be settled, 
and once settled, the victorious class becomes the dictator 
of the state machinery which exists as & socially recog- 
nised legal organisation. 

The logic of the above analysis of history by Marx led. 
him to draw up this theoretical proposition that in order 
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to put an end toall sorts of exploitation and oppression 
the working class has to seize political power. This 
cannot be done by wielding the ready-made state machinery, 
The working class has to crush it and set up a new one 
in its place. The new one cannot be anything other than 
the dictatorship of the proletariat in which the political 
power of the working class is consolidated. Now by 
exercising its political power through its dictatorship the 
working class will gradually eliminate all class antagonisms 
and put an end to all forms of exploitation of man by man. 
Until these tasks are completed firm maintenance of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat is a must for the working 
class. This finds a precise expression when Marx says in @ 
letter to Wedemeyer that clsss struggle necessarily leads to 
the dictatorship of the proletariat. And here Marxism has 
its third aspect. It casts aside all unscientific and utopian 
formula and shows the working class the right way to fight 
for socialism. 

From all that has been said above it can easily be 
inferred that the three aspects of Marxism are interconnec- 
ted and interdependent, nay, Marxism is an integral entity 
comprising these different aspects. It is also evident that 
the chief object of this integral doctrine is to guide the 
exploited and oppressed people to such action as to change 
the world and ultimately make it free of all class contradic- 
tions. But man has to act in conformity with the actual 
movement of social development ; and as the course of this 
movement is not simple and even nor the same irrespective 
of time and space, man cannot undertake the task of 
achieving the ultimate all at once. More than that, this 
variability may necessitate occasional development of the 
Marxist doctrine if it is not to become a lifeless dogma, 
At the same time, it should be borne in mind that develop- 
ment is not revision. Development takes place on the 
original foundation of the doctrine while revision seeks to 
do away with the very foundation. 
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Thus, ina constantly moving world Marx and Engels 
themselves had the occasion subsequently to develop 
their original thought in respect of certain theoretical 
formulations. For example, on the question of seizure 
of political power, Marx and Engels, in the Manifesto of 
the Communist Party, gave a general formulation only of 
the inevitability of the conquest of political power by the 
proletariat, but after having the experience of the class 
struggle in France in 1848-51, Marx arrived at the 
conclusion that to establish the dictatorship of the prole- 
tariat, one must first of all smash the old military- 
bureacratic machine, the apparatus of the class rule 
of the bourgeoisie. Subsequently the Paris Communards’ 
heroic ‘storming heaven’ led Marx to take a new and 
extremely important step in the development of his 
doctrine. Marx drew the conclusion that to consolidate 
the dictatorship of the proletariat the form of political 
power must be of the type of the Paris Commune and not a 
Parliamentary Republic. Finally, in the Critique of the 
Gotha Programme, Marx put forward the theoretical 
formulation that socialism and communism are two phases 
of development of the new communist system of society, 
and that during the entire period of transition from one 
to the other the state must necessarily be the revolutionary 
dictatorship of the proletariat. 

In this way the task of developing the doctrine under- 
taken by Marx and Engels themselves was carried forward 
by Lenin in the new social historical context hitherto 
unforeseen, Marx dissected the capitalist system when 
capitalism was still developing. Though -he could very 
well notice the tendency of capital to grow into monopoly, 
the real era of monopoly capital, the economic basis of 
imperialism, emerged inits entirety only after his days. 
It was Lenin who could observe the phenomenon before 
his own eyes. He witnessed the reality that capitalism 
entered into a new stage of extra-territorial expansion and 
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exploitation gradually bringing the underdeveloped world 
under its sway. Here he took up Marx’s anatomy of 
capital and with the help of it further examined and 


- analysed capital in its new form thereby developing the 


Marxist doctrine itself. 

Marx showed how the contradiction between capital 
and labour would eventually lead to the triumph of labour 
over capital. But the whole question of this contradiction 
had to be presented anew in the new éontext and that was 
done by Lenin. He did it superbly by analysing the exact 
nature and role of monopoly capital. From Lenin we can 
learn that at the stage of monopoly, capital acquires some 
new features, new characteristics which give rise to many 
more contradictions in addition to the one between capital 
and labour. On the one hand, international capitalist 
monopolies are formed which share the world among 
themselves. Thus, the striving for domination instead of 
striving for liberty, the exploitation of an increasing 
number of small or weak nations by an extremely small 
group of the richest or most powerful nations, produces an 
irreconcilable contradiction between the exploiter and the 
exploited nations. On the other hand, over the question 
of division and redivision of the world, acute contradiction 
arises among different national monopolies. These 
contradictions logically culminate in bloody wars—wars of 
national liberation as well as wars for colonial markets. 
While propounding this theory of the inevitability of war 
in the era of imperialism, Lenin showed that imperialism 
is parasitic and decaying capitalism when monoploly capital 
has intensified all the contradictions of capitalism. Not only 
that, this historical course of development of capital is 
extremely uneven throughout the world which cannot but 
make way for socialism to emerge in an uneven manner, 
too. Thus capitalism having reached the stage of imperialism, 
a world system, will break at its weakest link, that is, 
where all its contradictions have become most acute. 
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This theoretical proposition of Lenin is an enrichment 
of Marx’s proposition of ‘triumph of labour over capital’ 
in the light of newer development of capital, not present in, 
Marx’s time. That is why Stalin aptly says that Leninism 
is Marxism in the era of imperialism. Guided by this 
theory Lenin and Stalin successfully led the Russian revo- 
lution to victory. Having debunked the theory of perma- 
nent revolution advocated by Trotsky, they clearly demon- 
strated that socialism in one country was possible. While 
pursuing this theory in practical politics Lenin had to 
supplement it by some other propositions of great theore- 
tical value. Of them one relating to the question of dicta- 
torship of the proletariat was of vital importance. He 
showed that in the era of imperialism, in some countries, 
the enormous growth of capital can co-exist with the vast 
field of feudal productive relation. In such cases the 
question of the dictatorship of the proletariat can only be 
meaningful if it is taken up as a special form of alliance of 
the working class and the peasantry, the working class 
being the leader and the peasantry the led. Again, on the 
question of working class leadership, Iuenin developed 
Marxism by sharply bringing out the theoretical aspect 
involved in it. He made it clear that working class 
leadership is nothing more than the leadership of the 
political party of the working class. Such a party should 
be of a special type having the principle of democratic 
centralism as its basis. Without such a revolutionary 
Party, the highest form of class organisation, the prole- 
tariat can in no way fulfilits historic task of making the 
revolution victorious. 

But for these theoretical postulates it would have been 
quite impossible to strike a death blow at all the Trotskyite 
arguments of permanent revolution and justify the validity 
of the theory of uneven development of socialism. 

Not only in the sphere of political economy and socia- 
lism but in the sphere of philosophy also, Lenin has his 








124 LIBERATION 


contribution to the treasury of Marxism. He enriched 
Marxian dialectics by elaborating its essence, the law of 
unity of opposites and struggle of opposites. It was Lenin 
who developed the idea that dialectics in its essence is the 
study of contradiction inherent in the thing itself. Again, 
when, after the failure of the 1905 revolution, many pseudo- 
Marxists started a crusade against dialectical materialism 
capitalising the new discovery in physics, Lenin rose to 
the occasion in defence of materialism. He shattered the 
bogey of ‘matter has disappeared’, further developing 
materialism in the light of the new discovery. Here he was 
outstanding in orienting Marxist theory of knowledge. 
His remarkable philosophical work ‘Materialism and 
Empirio-Criticism’ bears testimony to this. 

But though he developed Marxist philosophy to a 
great extent, put stress on the study of contradiction, 
and pointed to the various contradictions in the era of 
imperialism, Lenin did not furnish any theoretical guide- 
line to find out the exact nature and role of each specific 
contradiction, to study the interrelation and interaction 
of different contradictions. In other words, Lenin did 
not furnish any abstraction or generalisation for studying 
contradiction in its movement and development. 

This task was left only to Chairman Mao T'se-tung 
whose genius penetrated deep into the whole problem of 
contradiction. No one before him, not even Marx himself, 
had the occasion to study the problem so precisely or 
elaborately in the context of highly complex social processes, 
no one made generalised study of it in its moving process, 
though the method was time and again indicated by all— 
Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin. ‘But the complex social 
realities of semi-colonial China presented the problem of 
contradictions in such a complicated manner that know- 
ledge of contradiction already acquired proved inadequate 
and only by developing it could Chairman Mao tackle the 
complications. While so doing, he discovered some such 
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objective laws of contradiction that are universally true. 
Thus a new chapter has been added to the philosophy of 
dialectical materialism. It is not only invaluable but 
indispensable as well to the people of the whole world. 

Contradiction is the basis of existence, contradiction 
is the basis of change. But this knowledge of the univer- 
sality of contradiction amidst multiple pairs of contradic. 
tion cannot explain the complexities of social life nor can 
follow the zig-zag course of social development, And 
Chairman Mao illumines all this with the brilliance of his 
thought. 

Mao Tse-tung teaches us that each contradiction has 
characteristics of its own and so apart from containing the 
law of universality, each one is particular in itself. In 
other words, the universality of contradiction only manifests 
itself through the particularity of contradiction and each 
particular contradiction has its particular way to be 
resolved. As Chairman Mao puts it, ‘'...the contradiction 
between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie is solved by 
socialist revolution ; the -contradiction between the broad 
masses of the people and the feudal system is solved by 
democratic revolution ; the contradiction between colonies 
and imperialism is solved by national revolutionary war ; 
the contradiction between the working class and the 
peasantry in socialist society is solved by collectivi- 
zation and mechanization of agriculture ; the contradiction 
within the Communist Party is solved by criticism 
and self-criticism, the contradiction between society and 
nature is solved by the development of productive forces...”’ 

It can be easily understood how important and indispen- 
sable this theoretical guidance as detailed is for the toiling 
people to wage successful revolutionary struggle in a world 
of uneven development. But far more important in this 
respect is his teaching that ‘Processes change: old 
processes and old contradictions disappear, new processes 
and new contradictions emerge, and the methods of 
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solving contradictions differ accordingly.” Thus, for the 

first time, we have a general guide-line to get into the 

problem of triumph of labour over capital in its movement, 
. in its process. 

Again, in the context of this changing world, in each 
particular era, in each particular society, certain contradic- 
tions require immediate resolution, certain others do not. 
In such case one has correctly to differentiate the various 
contradictions. Here also Chairman Mao appears before 
us a8 a great teacher and guide. He teaches us not only to 
differentiate between the principal and non-principal contra- 
dictions, but to realise also that once the principal con- 
tradiction is grasped and solved, it paves the way for resolu- 
tions of other coutradictions. So, in order to carry on a 
successful struggle, it is essential and imperative to find out 
the principal contradiction correctly which can be one and 
only one at a given moment and ina given social context. 
At the same time, his teaching warns us to be on guard 
against any mechanical approach to this problem by 
pointing out that principal and uon-principal contradictions 
may be transformed into one another with the turn of 
events at any time and that once the principal contradiction 
is solved, the non-principal becomes the principal one. 

We can see that the knowledge of contradiction in the 
capitalist system found out by Marx in the era of developing 
capitalism proved inadequate in the era of parasitic or 
decaying capitalism. So Lenin developed Marx’s thought 
by showing the various contradictions of capitalism 
in that new eraand formulating the theory of breaking 
the imperialist chain at its weakest link, But how to 

study the weakest link, i.e., where all the contradictions of 
imperialism have concentrated most ? The contradictions of 
imperialism often manifest themselves in the most diverse 
and complicated manner, the study of which requires some- 
thing more than Marx or Lenin had the occasion to work 
out. This development is carried on by Mao Tse-tung and 


ae 
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it is this development that has found expression in his 
teaching on contradiction. , 

It is the great genius of Chairman Mao which has 
taught us to have a clear picture of all the open and latent 
characteristics of imperialism and discover even the most 
complicated manner in which parasitic or decaying capita- 
lism cannot but manifest itself, especially in the era of its 
rapid and total collapse. The contradiction between 
imperialism and a colony is solved by national revolutionary 
war. But when this contradiction manifests itself in an 
indirect manner, that is, when imperialism adopts a subtle, 
indirect manner of exploiting the colony economically, 
politically and culturally, then the contradiction often 
intensifies the internal social contradictions of the colony, 
of which the one between the broad masses of the people 
andthe feudal system becomes the principal one. Citing 
examples from the history of the Chinese revolution he has 
pointed out the immense importance of this theoretical 
premise. Today, the objective reality of the post- 
Second World War has brought imperialism to the verge of 
final and rapid collapse, forcing it to change the old 
edlonial policy of direct rule. For the first time in world 
history, the reign of finance capital with an apparently 
innocent and often benevolent look, but in reality having 
the most vicious and dangerous blood-sucking nature, is 

trying hard to bring the people of the world under its 
sway—and that in an indirect manner. In this situation, 
particularly the countries of Asia, Africa and Latin 
America are having varied and complicated problems of 
contradiction. In this respect, the contradiction between 
imperialism and all the domestic reactionaries of the coun- 
tries mentioned is transforming itself into an active alliance 
to counter the revolutionary tide of the people. Here 
world imperialism under the leadership of U.S. imperialism 
is seeking its last refuge. So, the storm centre of world 
revolution has been shifted to these regions and in the 


128 LIBERATION 


‘world arena to-day, of all the fundamental contradictions 
the one between imperialism and national liberation has 
become the principal one. Without having a proper 
realisation of this, without having a grasp over the varied 
and complicated manifestations of this contradiction, the 
revolutionary people cannot play their historic role in 
imparting death blows to imperialism. 

But to use dialectical materialism as an effective weapon 
something more in the study of contradiction is necessary. 
Chairman Mao teaches us, “‘...the development of the 
contradictory aspects in any given contradiction is uneven. 
Sometimes there may appear to be a balance of forces, but 
that is only temporary and relative while unevenness 
remains fundamental. Of the two contradictory aspects, one 
must be the principal and the other secondary. The 
principal aspect is that which plays the leading role 
in the contradiction.’’ And again, “...Between the new and 
old aspects of a thing there is a contradiction which gives 
rise to a series of intricate struggles. As a result, the new 
and minor aspect grows and becomes dominant while the 
old and major aspect dwindles and gradually approaches 
extinction...’’. So, ata given moment even if a particular 
aspect stands as non-principal and minor, that should not 
be the main concern. What is more important is that 
whether it is growing and gradually becoming the principal 
one. For example, as capitalism entered into the era of 
imperialism, the era of triumph of labour over capital 
actually began. Why so? Because “each of the opposite 
aspects within a thing, under certain conditions, tends 
to transform itself to the position of its opposite.’’ That is, 
identity or unity of opposites is conditional and relative ; 
identity of contradictory aspects can exist only under certain 
necessary conditions. Ifa proper understanding of these 
conditions can be had, one can take an active part in 
successfully transforming the aspects of a contradiction. 
It is not difficult to understand how invaluable this teaching 
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about the aspects of 4 contradiction is to ‘the revolutionaty 
peoplés of the world: 

Last but not the least element in Mao’s' teaching about 
éontradiction is to také cognizance of the’ different forms 
of struggle to solve contfadiction. As hé teaches; “some 
contradictions are characteriséd by open antagonism, others 
are not. Based on the specific devélopment of things 
somé contradictions,originally not antagonistic, develop and 
bécome antagonistic, while others, originally antagonistic, 
devélop and bécéme non-antagonistic.” 

Thus,Chairman Mao enables us to make a comprehensive 
study of contradiction in its movement, in its process: 
The most outstanding of this theoretical contribution is its 
extension t6 the study of contradiction among the people. 
He has tatght us to differentiate two types of social 
contradictions, one between the people and the enemy of the 
péople and the other among the people themselves. ‘But 
as indiscriminate use of the word ‘péople’ often muddles 
the class question and consequently blurs’ the class 
consciousness, hé had to coin a scientific definition and 
make @ scientific afialysis of the people. Hé himself has 
said, “If we are to have a correct understanding of these 
two different types of contradictions, we must, first 
of all, make cleat what is meant by ‘the people’ and what 
is méant by ‘the enemy’.”” Thus he has developed Marx's 
idea of ‘the people’ as advanced in his “Highteenth 
Brumairé of Louis Bonaparte” into a finished theory about 
‘the people’. “The term “people’’, says Mao, has “different 
meanings in different countries and in different historical 
périods of each country.” 

So far as Marxist philosophy is concerned, Mao Tse-tung 
has .also developed its epistemological. component still 
further since Lenin. To make clear this Marxist propo- 
sition that in the last analysis man’s knowlédge arises 
from practice.and in turn serves practice, he has examined 
the process of knowing with such thoroughness as to 
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present the Marxist theory of knowledge in the most 
precise and comprehensible form. Chairman Mao teaches 
us how perceptual knowledge, the first stage of knowledge, 
grows out of first-hand experience and how first-hand 
experience can be had through practice only, But in order 
to avoid any mechanical approach to this, he appropriately 
points out, “But man cannot have first-hand experience 
in everything ; as a matter of fact, most of our knowledge 
comes from second-hand experience, for instance, from 
the knowledge obtained in ancient times and foreign 
Jands...... Hence a man’s knowledge consists only of two 
parts, first-hand experience and second-hand experience. 
And what is second-hand experience to me is of course 
first-hand experience to someone else. Consequently, 
considered as a whole, knowledge of whatever kind is 
inseparable from first-hand experience.”’ 

Having scientifically put the question of perceptual 
knowledge, Mao proceeds on to explain the process through 
which the perceptual stage reaches the stage of conception, 
judgement and inference and, subsequently, the stage of 
rational knowledge. He has shown that from perceptual 
to rational all stages of knowledge are organically connected. 
Thus his teaching guides us to understand that rationalism 
or empiricism in philosophy is opposed to the Marxist theory 
of knowledge as none of this recognises the historical or 
dialectical nature of knowledge. But if we stop here 
we have not learnt anything from Chairman Mao. For, 
as he himself remarks on this score, ‘“‘...... the process of 
knowing does not end here. Should the dialectical materia- 


list proces: of knowing stop at rational knowledge, it has 
covered only half the problem. And so far as Marxist 
philosophy is concerned, it has covered only half the 
ground, and the less important half at that.’’ So we must 
learn this lesson also, ‘‘the active function of knowing 
not only manifests itself in the active leap from perceptual 
to rational knowledge, but also—and this is the more 
important—in the leap from rational knowledge to revolu- 
tionary practice.”’ 
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We can clearly see that Mao T'se-tung does not confine 
himself to stressing the need for revolutionary practice 
for developing one’s knowledge but goes on to the extent 
of emphasising practice as a positive and decisive stage 
in the process of the development of knowledge. That is, to 
deny or minimise this aspect of practice is to deny the 
process of knowledge and abandon the principle of the 
Marxist theory of knowledge itself. It is the genius of 
Chairman Mao that, for the first time,developed the Marxist 
theory of knowledge in such correct and extensive 
relation to practice. 

Carryingforward the development of the theory of know- 
ledge made by Lenin in “Materialism and Empirio-criti- 
cism,” Mao Tse-tung brings out the quintessence of the 
Marxist theory of knowledge with remarkable clarity in the 
following lines : ‘To discover truth through practice, and 
through further practice to verify and develop truth, To 
start from perceptual knowledge and actively develop it 
into rational knowledge, and then starting from 
rational knowledge, actively direct revolutionary practice 
so as to remould the subjective and the objective 


world.” To grasp the development of knowledge as a 
process, as Mao teaches us, means to grasp this truth that 
at a given moment our knowledge is the result of concrete 
and historical unity of the subjective and the objective, of 
theory and practice, of knowing and doing. This teaching 
obviously is a sharp weapon in our hand to fight against 
all ideological deviation, Right or Left. It is also apparent 
now why the thought of Mao is essential and indispensable 
in a new era of neo-colonialism, an era of rapid and total 
collapse of imperialism, because only in Mao's thought 
can we get the concrete and historical unity of the 
‘subjective and objective’ of this era. 

But when Mao teaches us, he teaches himself too. So 
before anybody else he himself plunged into the thick of 
revolutionary activities whence he could develop Marxism- 
Leninism in other aspects also, This other side must 
necessarily be taken into full account to understand the 
historical place and role of Chairman Mao’s thought in its 
totality. (To be continued) 
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NOTES 


( Contiuned from page 32 ) 

stage of its development. They haye tried their hest to 
make the workers and: employees pin theirrhopes on the 
endless. ‘negotiations’ that they have carried on in the 
so-called) Joint, Consultative Machinery (JCM) created by 
the reactionary rulers with the help of these very seabs 
after the 1960. strike, with a wiew to preventing, the 
workers and employees from resorting to militant forms of 
movement. The JCM is a crude device to deceive 
the oppressed workers and employees and has not and 
can'néver serve’ as an instrument of their struggle. 
On the contrary; it isthe reactionary rulers who made use 
of this so-called JOM to take back even the little they were 
foréed to concede’ earlier. 

What, indeed, have the workers and employees gained 
asa result of the ‘negotiations’ that the official leaders 
havé carried on during the last 8 years or so? Only 
‘promisés’, and ‘recommendations’ and ‘Commissions’ and 
négotiations, which are broken or ignored as soon as they 
are made, to be succeeded by a new set of promises, recom- 
mendations and Commissions—and further negotiations. 
While whole years are taken up by such ‘meaningful 
negotiations”, the treacherous leaders have held the 
workers and employees in check, keeping them ‘quiet’ so 
that the reactionary rulers could go on oppressing them 
with impunity inthe mean time.!. The case of DA neutra- 
lisation is a good pointer ‘as’ to how utterly worthless are 
such ‘negotiations’ and JCM and ‘Commissions’ for the 
workers and employees. Even the meagre benefits that 
accrued to them fromthe recommendations of . the 
Gajendragadkar’Commission regarding DA neutralisation, 
were denied to them by the Central government. The 
traitorous leaders not only refused to organise the workers 
and» employees against this but made them even swallow 


— ee 


NOTES 138 


and “agree'’ tothe postponement of cash payment of a 
part of their DA claims for ‘some months’, at the dictates 
of the reactionary rulers: The Congress rulérs have con- 
vinced themselves that they’ can make'these traitorous 
revisionist and reactionary leaders do anything they desire 
and that too, ‘safely’, that is, without risking any strong 
opposition from the workers and employees. This has 
made them more arrogant than ever in their attitude to 
the workers and employees. They rely more and more 
on the revisionist and neo-revisionist leaders to catry on 
their policy of increasingly exploiting and oppressing the 
people, The constant effort of the renegade Dange clique 
and the neo-revisionist traitorous leaders to sing the praise 
of ‘negotiated settlement’, their idolising of the reactionary 
ruling class’s devices of ‘arbitration’, ‘tribunals’, ‘Commis- 
sions’ etc, fit in perfectly with the requirements of the 
reactionary rulers. Even the token strike of September 19 
was not organised by them to win the ten demands that 
went with the strike notice but for the specific: purpose of 
opening the door to the so-called ‘collective negotiations’ 
and for ‘arbitratoion’, in case such ‘negotiations’ failed. 
The one-day strike’and the deliberate narrowing down of 
its platform—‘open door for negotiations '"—made sure 
that the enthusiasm, militancy and wrath of the workers 
and employees would be aroused, if at all, as they calculated, 
within safe limits: They use the interests of the workers 
and employees merely as pawns to further their own 
narrow reactionary interests. They use them so long’ as 
they serve their ends, and throw them away as soon @s 
they deem them useless to further their ends. What 
happened in West Bengal proves this beyond doubt. 

The renegade Dangeite clique and the neo-revisionist 
clique, in alliance with other petty bourgeois and reactionary 
parties, have formed # so-called UF and boastfully claim to 
represent ‘the people’ of this State. They have always 
used their sway over the trade union movement to inculeate 
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all kinds of reactionary, legalist illusions and ideas among 
the workers and employees and thus to further their own 
narrow selfish ends, When September 19 came, they were 
feverishly engaged in trimming all the movements of 
workers, employees, teachers and students to fit into their 
present electoral ‘battle’ against Congress, so much so, 
that they tried almost openly to sabotage the token-strike 
of the Central government workers and employees, fearing 
that a militant form of movement might disturb the 
peaceful and congenial atmosphere which they were 
sedulously trying to bring about to win the ‘battle of the 
ballot box’. The devastating effect it had over the strike 
is clearly stated in the review made by the Joint Council 
of Action (JCA): “The most disappointing results were 
seen in West Bengal—it was felt that several factors 
were responsible for the failure of the strike in West 
Bengal. 

“According to some JCA circles, the need for campaign 
in the coming mid-term poll deterred some Leftist parties 
from rallying their ranks in support of the strike. They 
feared that Government repression in the wake of the 
strike leading to arrests might deprive them of their cadre 
essential for the election.”” ( Statesman, September 26, 
1968 ), In Kerala, where the neo-revisionists are the major 
leading force in the so-called UF government, E.M.S. 
Namboodiripad, a neo-revisionist chieftain, and chief 
minister of Kerala has begun a clumsy manoeuvre to white- 
wash his image. He has embarked upon a furious verbal 
war with the Central government leaders over the tactic 
used to “tackle’’ the strike. He is straining himself to 
prove before the rulers that he and his tactic are even 
more suited to serve the interests of the ruling classes. 
Everyone who has cared to follow the Namboodiripad 
government’s handling of workers and employees during 


the last 18 months or so, will be easily convinced by his 
present arguments. 
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The ugly face of a scab was exposed most thoroughly 
when the neo-revisionist and reactionary trade union bosses 
of the central and West Bengal JCA shamelessly withdrew 
the work-to-rule campaign of the P & T employees. When 
the reactionary rulers and their lackeys, the neo-revisionist 
and .reactionary T. U. bosses were fondly expecting the 
workers and employees to go down on their knees in the 
face of unprecedented repressive measures, the heroic 
P & T employees on their own and without delay correctly 
resorted to a tit-for-tat tactic in order to hit back at the 
repressive measures, and adopted the work-to-rule method 


to the great embarrassment and dismay of the eng 
sionists and their masters, the Indian ruling a ‘ 

proved an extremely effective weapon in the hands o e 
workers and employees, which put the reactionary hic 
and the exploiting classes to great hardship forcing t em 
to relent. Four days later, worried at the pales 
distress in which the vested interests and reactionary am ers 
found themselves as a result of the work-to-rule K. G. 
the neo-revisionist boss of West Bengal JCA, admitte 

anxiously that the effect of the work-to-rule poereere 
was being ‘“‘more seriously felt all over the State. ne ates 
man, 24. 9. 68). After another three days, the JIC pose 
trolled by the revisionists and other reactionary scabs 
unilaterally withdrew the work-to-rule programme a nis a 
the reactionary ruling classes from distress. K. G. oe 
-hamelessly explained this rank treachery by 07 ey Be 
this was done in considerat on of ‘the ane ‘ 
people.” (Ananda Bazar Patrika, 98. 9. 68 ). bs e pe 
reason behind this treacherous action becomes clear — 
the ‘Ananda Bazar Patrika’”’, a reactionary paper, candi y 
admitted that the industrialists and business men heave 

a ‘sigh of relief’ as a result of this withdrawal. 


September 19 has brought with it both glory se Se 
sibility for the workers and employees. Glory*-for their 
spirit of defiance and self-sacrifice, undaunted determination 
and courageous resistance to repressive Measures. - eee 
sibility—of carefully and diligently assessing the w eal ae 
and strength and boldly taking measures to reeeyes e 
weaknesses. Whatthe workers and employees have « one 
has been well-done. Their action has aroused internationa 
reactions. The Soviet revisionists who cruelly exploit our 
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country have openly come out to white-wash the reaction- 
ary Indian government against which the workers. and 
employees are fighting af present. They ask us to believe 
that-the blood-thirsty Indian government’ has a “sincere 
desire to consider the employees’ problems with full under- 
standing andgood will’. The Soyiet revisionists. have 
thus once more proved themselves the enemy of the Indian 
workers, pe ts and other toiling people. It is impera- 
tive for us to differentiate between the enemies and the 
friends. Without this no struggle can succeed, We have 
no doubt that our workers, peasants and other toiling people 
will surely succeed in marching from strength to strength 
and will gain one victory after another. 

Thefollowing appeared in The Statesman of October 
as part of a report from Peking : 

“Anna Louise Strong...has described as ludicrous recent 
Hongkong reports that she had been imprisoned, Miss 
Strong, writing in ‘Letter from China,’ distributed in 
Peking yesterday, said: ‘I cannot hope to catch up with 
Hongkong’s. wholesale manufacture of lies. I can only 
state that no interference of any kind is made with my 
life or work, not even to the extent of a Red Guard poster.’ 


‘“Miss Strong also denied any connexion with~ the 
March Letter Supplement issued ander her name and 
distributed in several countries: The Supplement apparently 
criticized North Vietnam and South Vietnam’s National 
Liberation Front as bourgeois. She said its purpose was to 
discredit her and to sow suspicion between China and 
Vietnam. ‘With the help of Peking printers, she reported, 
she was able to establish that the Supplement’s ink, paper, 
envelope and even its Peking postmark were forgeries. 


‘“* ‘All these facts indicate that the forgery was not done 
by an individual but required an organization with money, 
staff and presumably Government authority hostile to both 
China and Vietnam,’ she wrote yesterday.” 


The March Letter Supplement obviously refers to the 
article, Problems Ahead for Vietnam, published in the last 
issue of Liberation. The recent Letter from China from 
which the correspondent of the bourgeois paper ¢laims to 
have quoted the above is yet to be seén by us. It must have 
been a matter of great régret if we have been unwary 
victims of a fraud. We are making investigations aiid 
shall be grateful if any friend can help us in this matter. 

Editorial Board, Liberation 





